30 June 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can gather together in you, to receive that which is essential for life in you by and through Christ Jesus. Let us be receptive to each and every word that you have prepared for us, that we may be receptive to your guidance and counsel this day.

<opentext> Rom 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. KJV

 

<opentext> But, we should not be operating in the flesh or it's realm, if one expects the Spirit of God to be living and operating within their life. The two areas, flesh and Spirit, are not compatible, they do not mix.

<opentext> And this is where the conflict is in a persons every day life, that constant battle that Paul talks about that takes place between the lower nature, and the divine nature.

<opentext> Now for a moment, look at how Paul says "if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." To dwell, is to set up house, cohabitation. What does it take then for one to share their temple, or residence with God?

<disciple> one has to be in agreement with Father, allowing Him to lead the person, not trying the other way around

<at-peace> death to the flesh...getting and keeping the temple cleaned up 

 

<opentext> Forgetting the single life, where one did what they wanted, when they wanted, and now living in union and agreement with God by the union in Christ.

<opentext> Now, when a person lived in independence from God, did a person develop any bad characteristics or traits that now at times clash with the new occupant we have allowed in?

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> I often think of how in a normal marriage relationship, how that when the people first dated, that they presented all of their good qualities, but failed to mention or disclose areas where they were weak or faltering. Now just because the man and woman form a union, does that mean those undesirable characteristics or traits have suddenly disappeared, or are they going to arise, and have to be dealt with for the union to work?

<disciple> they will surface, and the couple will either have to deal with those, or separate

 

<opentext> Just like if a person cleans out a closet or garage, and yet they keep all of the junk and things that clutter, will they be able to get things properly cleaned and straightened out?

<disciple> no     <at-peace> no

 

<opentext> So then we can see that it is going to take an honest and sincere effort in and on our part, for our union with God to continue, to grow, and to flourish.

<opentext> Rom 8:10, And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. KJV

 

<opentext> So when Christ, the wisdom and power of God, is allowed to rule and reign within us, then one is able to put into subjection those traits or characteristics that had remained hidden in the garage or closet?

<at-peace> yes, in every where in all things being instructed by God through Christ will be my strength…to put and keep those traits or characteristics in subjection…without Him I can do nothing

 

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that people will try to hold onto things that are of no value to them, and continue to clutter the garage or closet?

<disciple> the more we allow those things to be put into subjection, the more characteristics and traits we take on that is of Father

<disciple> physically, i can throw things out easily....spiritually...it is more difficult, although hanging onto those things is detrimental to my salvation

<at-peace> very easy to do.. it can be those little things... like forgetting those things behind(getting rid of the clutter)

 

<opentext> Therefore, if any person be in Christ, they are a new creation, old things are passed away, and behold all things have become new. The house and all of the closets and garage have been cleaned, and along comes the devil to try to sell us again, the junk that once cluttered and dominated one's life. What should one do, or how should they react?

<disciple> reject anything the devil has to offer...only hang onto the things that bring life through Christ Jesus

<at-peace> resist the devil through Christ and he will flee.... listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit and don't open the door if it is the devil with his sales pitch

<chosen> we should resist the devil and avoid those things

 

<opentext> So as Paul says in verse 10 here, that if Christ is in us, then the body, the old nature, the old way of living is dead, and i should only be allowing those things in that affirms the righteousness of God in my life [Christ].

<opentext> Paul tells us in his letter to the people of Colossae, that one has to continue in the faith. They have to remain grounded in the right foundation Christ Jesus. They have to be settled in that relationship which has taken up residence in their heart. 

<opentext> So if we are doing all that we can, to maintain and build our relationship with the Father through Christ Jesus, will a person be as apt to bring things in that will clutter or impair their relationship with Him?

<disciple> no    <at-peace> no

 

<opentext> There are no bad qualities with the Father or Jesus Christ, so if we think on these things, that is all of those qualities that exemplify the goodness and love of God, what do you think will transpire in a persons life?

<disciple> obedience to Father which brings peace in our life

<at-peace> production of the fruit of the Spirit, abundant life in Him…transformation 

<chosen> we will follow their example

 

<opentext> The peace of God which passes all understanding, will keep our hearts and minds in perfect peace, because one has made the choice, the decision, to be an active participant in the union with His divine nature, affirming their relationship as a child of God.

 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

<at-peace> o/    <opentext> yes Charlene

<at-peace> verses to share in reference to the last question....

<at-peace> 2 Cor 3:17-18, 17
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Allowing the transformation to take place.
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