Bible Study Tuesday 30 July 2002


God’s call has gone out to all of the world; how have you responded? In accordance with His Word, or by what others have told you?

Hebrews 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. KJV

Matthew 22:2-3 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. KJV

 

On this parable it is necessary to remark:


 

1. That man was made at first in union with God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

2. That sin entered in, and separated between God and man. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

3. That as there can be no holiness but in union with God, and no heaven without holiness, therefore he provided a way to reconcile and reunite man to himself. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

4. This was effected by Christ's uniting himself to human nature, and giving his Spirit to those who believe. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

5. That as the marriage union is the closest, the most intimate, solemn, and excellent, of all the connections formed among mortals, and that they who are thus united in the Lord are one flesh; so that mystical union which is formed between God and the soul through Jesus Christ, by the Eternal Spirit, is the closest, most intimate, solemn, and excellent, that can be conceived; for he who is thus joined unto the Lord is one spirit. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

6. This contract is made freely: no man can be forced to it, for it is a union of will to will, heart to heart; and it is by willing and consenting that we come unto God through his Son. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

7. That if this marriage do not take place here, an eternal separation from God, and from the glory of his power, shall be the fearful consequence. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

8. That there are three states in which men run the risk of living without God and losing their souls. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

1st. That of a soft, idle, voluptuous life, wherein a man thinks of nothing but quietly to enjoy life, conveniences, riches, private pleasures, and public diversions. They made light of it. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

2dly. That of a man wholly taken up with agricultural or commercial employments, in which the love of riches, and application to the means of acquiring them, generally stifle all thoughts of salvation. One went to his own field, and another to his traffic. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

3dly. That of a man who is openly unjust, violent, and outrageously wicked, who is a sinner by profession, and not only neglects his salvation, but injuriously treats all those who bring him the Gospel of reconciliation. Seizing his servants, they treated them injuriously, etc. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The guests are called, bidden to the wedding. All that are within hearing of the joyful sound of the gospel, to them is the word of this invitation sent. The servants that bring the invitation do not set down their names in a paper; there is no occasion for that, since none are excluded but those that exclude themselves. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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