30 January 2006 Monday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come to you and before you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive from you this day, that daily bread that is able to nourish us and sustain us, to do and accomplish all that you may ask of us.

<opentext> Rom 15:31-32, 31 That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; 32 That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. KJV

<opentext> In Colossians Paul writes that we have been delivered from the power of darkness, and that we have been translated into the kingdom of His dear Son, in whom we have redemption through His blood, and the forgiveness of sins.

<opentext> What one has to take into account, is that Paul was still growing and developing in the Lord. Though one may know that which His Word proclaims, does one always remember to operate in it?

<disciple> we should, since we are reminded of Him everyday but what He has created, but we don't always

<greg> its the things which we have heard which we need to give the more earnest heed to, and not let them slip

<opentext> So we can see then why it is imperative, that one remains independent of the external circumstances or situations, but rather to stay focused in and on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> As greg said, that we are responsible for that which the Lord has instructed (revealed) us on, not that which He has revealed to others.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people are influenced by what others are doing, rather then that which the Lord has asked of them?

<greg> 1 Cor 4:3-4, 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 4For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. (KJV)

<greg> its the judgment seat of Christ that we will all stand before, and those that realize that will only seek those things which are above, and study for His approval

<disciple> as one matures, their own walk becomes most important, and they don't let distractions in, wondering what others are doing

<opentext> How many times when you have been a bit down, and someone has smiled at you, and that simple smile made a change within you?

<disciple> yes, that does happen, or a kind word

<greg> a smile, a word, can make a change 

<opentext> How often does one forget that there is no gift greater then the gift of Christ? And yet how much can a simple smile portray that to someone else?

<disciple> if we are allowing Christ to operate in us, we can always portray Him through our words, smiles and actions

<greg> its when one realizes the gift of Christ that one abounds with thanksgiving, and is able to be that living epistle, written clearly for all to see

<opentext> And yet, because of what others are doing, how often is it that one forgets how much they have to offer to those that are around them?

<greg> I agree with Paul, it does seem that the more one does love God, and desires to share that love with others, the less they are loved by those that reject Him

<opentext> To me, many of these buildings seem like exclusive country clubs; and yet, when we look at the life of Jesus Christ, he excluded no one from coming to Him. He simply placed the truth of God's Word before them. It was the presentation of this truth, that drew the people to Him.

<disciple> and the less they are concerned about it, too :-)

<opentext> Now as greg said in quoting Paul, that the more that He loved the people with the love of Christ, the less he was loved in return. Thus we can see why Isaiah penned that He, Jesus Christ was despised and rejected of men. Why? Because He presented the truth and simplicity of God's Word to the people. 

<opentext> So one has to learn to do the simple things that God asks of them, regardless of what transpires around them. For example, what If God asks us to go some where, and we do as He asks. Yet, after doing what He asks, there seems to be no outward reaction from anyone or anything. Does that mean that one must have heard Father's counsel wrong?

<chosen> no, we have to persevere in doing that which He asks of us, no matter what the outcome

<greg> not at all, as long as there is a peace, knowing one has been faithful, one is better off not trying to analyze things

<disciple> no...we have to stand in faith...do what He asks...we are not responsible for other's actions

<opentext> We can see within our own lives, how the simple things of God have had an affect on us and in us. One has to remain mindful of the treasure, the gift that they carry around within them. And whether or not a word is ever spoken, if one is operating by the love of God, seeking to perform that which He has asked of them, His Word cannot return void in where it was sent to.

<opentext> Now to us, it may not always seem that obvious, but then that is why we are instructed to walk by faith and not by sight. This is why the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost when He was given to us.

<opentext> We have this treasure in earthen vessels, yet, does one always remember the vastness and greatness of this gift we have received, and all that it is capable of?

<greg> it is truly capable of doing above and beyond what we could ask or even think of, if we allow Him to have His way

<disciple> we should, we are still learning what all has been given us

<opentext> We do not know what gift was sent with Paul to Jerusalem. It could have been just the fact that he was sent to them. Yet, most often people assume that it had to be some gift within the carnal realm.

<opentext> People often look past the gift of the Word, and look for something in the physical realm, rather then being able to see the fulness of Father's gift that is placed before them.

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege to go where Father has asked you to, and to present the greatest gift to all those you come in contact with.
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