30 August 2005 Tuesday Bible study.
 
<greg> Thank you Father for your message of deliverance, safety and good health, to lead and guide us on the path of life, to deliver us from this present evil world, by your love for us when we were yet sinners, you sent your Son and our saviour Jesus Christ our Lord, to set the perfect example, the first born of many brethren.
 
<opentext> Rom 13:11,   Do this in particular because you know the present crisis, that it is high time for you to wake up out of your sleep, for our salvation is now nearer to us than when we first believed. (Williams NT)
 
<opentext> Rom 13:12, The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. KJV
 
<opentext> Yesterday the question was asked, when is a crisis not a crisis. However, what one has to understand that that is also only in reference to the lower nature. Those who maintain their walk in the Spirit, already have the victory in Christ, therefore there is never a crisis for them, as long as they remain in the Spirit. Thus we can see why the Lord said, that if one is in the world, then they will have tribulation; but the believer is to be of good cheer, as He has overcome the world. Yet, when problems or a crisis does arise, how fine of a line is there between the two natures?
<disciple> indistinguishable for those not in Christ, and for those who are...it takes alertness and hearing clearly
<greg> it depends on how much a person has exercised the senses, to be able to discern both good and evil, to not let the emotions or the outward appearance rule, but letting the peace of God rule
 
<opentext> Heb 4:12, For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. KJV
 
<opentext> One has to rightly divide the Word of truth. One has to allow the Spirit to lead them and guide them into all truth, if the are to avoid reverting to the lower nature.
So then for one to avoid a crisis, one has to maintain their walk in His Spirit. So we can see then in these verses why that Paul is telling them to wake up. To get a clear head with clear thoughts renewed in and by the Word, so that they may follow that safe path that Jesus Christ prepared for us to follow after. Thus why in verse 12 Paul tells them to cast off the works of darkness, and to return to the safety of His light and love. But, for one to be able to do this, don't they have to be able to hear Father's chastening?
<chosen> yes   <disciple> oh, yes...and then correct that which is out of line
<greg> if they are willing to endure Fathers chastening, yes
<opentext> Yet, how many of us like to be told they we are out of line or in error?
<greg> the spirit is willing, the flesh says no way
<chosen> the flesh never likes it
<disciple> not many do...it stings, but if it's from Father, it also is peaceable, when we begin listening to Him, again
<opentext> Rom 13:13, Let us live and conduct ourselves honorably and becomingly as in the [open light of] day, not in reveling (carousing) and drunkenness, not in immorality and debauchery (sensuality and licentiousness), not in quarreling and jealousy. AMP
 
<opentext> Studying to show ourselves approved unto God. Seeking, establishing and then maintaining that right relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus. Now for those who are seeking the truth, the first few examples are not as apt to be thwarting them, but how often is it that quarreling and jealousy do enter the picture?
<disciple> it can sneak in...especially jealousy...that is why Paul said it wasn't wise to compare ourselves with others
<greg> the word of God will build one up and make them wise unto salvation, we should be seeking not our own things, but the things of others as well, building up the people and not organizations
<opentext> Exactly. Most places are so busy defending themselves against or trying to separate themselves from others, that they are no longer able to hear or recognize the truth. And that is what the devil wants to do, is to get people out of the light and into the darkness; he wants them off of that strait and narrow path, and back quarreling and fighting among the multitudes. Thus we can see why Paul said that in Christ, is one always able to triumph. It is in Christ that one is always able to have the victory. Could this be why Jesus Christ said that it is given for us to know the mystery of the kingdom of God?
<disciple> yes  <chosen> yes
<greg> there is therefore now (faith) no condemnation to them that are in Christ, which choose to walk in the spirit, and not fulfill the lust of the lower nature
<opentext> Yet, does one always remember this? Does one sometimes take this for granted?
<disciple> yes, sometimes do
<greg> the more one experiences the love of God, the less they want to offend Father, but are only seeking to do those things that are pleasing in His sight, growing up into Him in all things, and avoiding spiritual meltdowns and crisis
 
<opentext> Rom 13:14, But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah), and make no provision for [indulging] the flesh [put a stop to thinking about the evil cravings of your physical nature] to [gratify its] desires (lusts). AMP
 
<opentext> Paul tells us to clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ. In Ephesians Paul says to put on the "full" armor of God. In other words, to acknowledge and utilize the fulness of the gift of Christ that has been made available to the believer. Yet, does one always recognize the fulness of the gift of Christ for themselves?
<disciple> not always
<greg> only if they are willing to let go of the old man and his ways, will they be able to experience the new man and the life Father had intended for us
<opentext> So we can see then that the believer has to be willing to accept "all" that Father has made available to them, so that they are able to maintain their walk in safety, in the light.
<opentext> Today, we have that opportunity, the privilege of being the children of God, if one maintains their walk within His light.
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