January 2, 1998

opentext changes topic to ""This gate of the Lord!" Psalms 118:19-24     BIBLE STUDY   in Progress"

<opentext> Shalom Gaspo

<Gaspo> hello

<mizpah^> Shalom Gaspo

<opentext> Father, we come before you throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us…the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. 

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us…..and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator………

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:16

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:16) -- Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

<opentext> For by grace are you saved through faith! It is not anything that you can buy, lease or rent. It is the gift of God to mankind. It is not anything that you can accomplish on your own. 

<opentext> This keeps man from boasting of his own works or accomplishments. This can only come about, as one believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. (Matthew 16:16-18) And, believing that He took your place at the cross and the grave.

<opentext> This is Father’s gift to anyone, or whosoever will accept it. One cannot work for it; One cannot earn it; it is the gift of God to mankind.

<opentext> (Ephesians 6:16) -- Above all, taking the shield of faith

<opentext> we have to receive the gift of God, before it will do us any good

<opentext> Without faith, it is impossible to please God! Once we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and saviour, we are a new creation in Christ Jesus, all old things have past away. The measure of faith is released in our spirit man, according to the measure of the gift of Christ!

<opentext> @read Matthew 7:7

<Chatbot> (Matthew 7:7) -- Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

<opentext> In the gospel of Matthew, it says to us, that if we ask, it shall be given! The gift of God that is Jesus Christ. The gift is salvation to whosoever will believe God’s Word and accept it into their life. God cannot, nor will not force it on anyone; one has to receive the gift.

<opentext> Once we have the gift, then what?

<NowFaithIs> then we have to read the owners manual

<NowFaithIs> to open it p

<NowFaithIs> up

<mizpah^> study to show ourselves approved unto God

<opentext> yes...

<opentext> and

<opentext> @read Romans 10:17

<Chatbot> (Romans 10:17) -- So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<opentext> Again, referring to the gospel of Mathew, right after it say that we are to ask, then it says to us, that if we seek, then we shall find. However, if you already have salvation, what would there be a need to seek for?

<NowFaithIs> wisdom and knowledge....the mystery

<mizpah^> guidance from Father

<opentext> very good

<opentext> Earlier, we mentioned that without faith, it is impossible to please God. It also says in that verse, that He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him. What is it to diligently seek Him?

<NowFaithIs> crave...longingly desire

<opentext> ekzeteo (ek-zay-teh'-o);diligently seek;  from 1537 and 2212; to search out, i.e. (figuratively) investigate, crave, demand, (by Hebraism) worship:  KJV-- enre-) quire, seek after (carefully, diligently). 1) to seek out, search for  2) to seek out, that is, to investigate, to scrutinize  

<mizpah^> continue in His Word daily, seeking His will in your life

<opentext> exactly michie

<NowFaithIs> He seeks after and we seek

<opentext> and also, we know that those that worship the Father, must worship Him in Spirit, and in truth

<opentext> ekzeteo (ek-zay-teh'-o);diligently seek;  from 1537 and 2212; to search out, i.e. (figuratively) investigate, crave, demand, (by Hebraism) worship:  KJV-- enre-) quire, seek after (carefully, diligently). 1) to seek out, search for  2) to seek out, that is, to investigate, to scrutinize  

<opentext> oops

<opentext> sorry

<opentext> When is the last time that you have diligently sought what God has for you in His Word?

<NowFaithIs> today!

<mizpah^> this morning at 5:46am

<opentext> Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;

<opentext> if you have received the gift of salvation, what is there a need to seek for?

<opentext> @read mark 4:11

<Chatbot> (mark 4:11) -- And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:

<opentext> In Paul’s letters, he writes to us about the mystery of the gospel; and the mystery of the faith. Have you ever taken the time to diligently seek in God’s Word to see what the mystery is? Have you not ever been curious, as to what Paul was talking about?

<opentext> what is a mystery?

<NowFaithIs> Christ

<mizpah^> It is something that has not been revealed or is hidden

<opentext> lol...yes...Christ is *the mystery*

<opentext> yes miz..lets look at the def. for it

<opentext> 3466  musterion-mystery; 1) hidden thing, secret, mystery  a) generally mysteries, religious secrets, confided only to the initiated and not to ordinary mortals b) a hidden or secret thing, not obvious to the understanding  c) a hidden purpose or counsel; secret will

<opentext> 1) of men  2) of God: the secret counsels which govern God in dealing with the righteous, which are hidden from ungodly and wicked men but plain to the godly  in rabbinic writings, it denotes the mystic or hidden sense: of an Old Testament saying, of an image or form seen in a vision, of a dream

<opentext> what is a testament?

<NowFaithIs> something bequeathed

<mizpah^> something you have for after you die

<opentext> exactly....*a will*

NowFaithIs sets mode: +b *!*@*.zip.com.au

NowFaithIs has kicked Gaspo from #the_gate (goodbye)

<opentext> Mark 4:11-12, 11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. (KJV)

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> it is interesting to see in these 2 verses, that Jesus Christ is plain to speak of what one sees without the mystery

<opentext> yes miz

<Clay> Hi!

<mizpah^> I just got something new from this

<Clay> Just came in today....

<mizpah^> that means even if they "had not", they could have still understood the mystery had it not been done in parables

<opentext> exactly, but it takes the Spirit to discern...or unlock the parables

<NowFaithIs> Clay, we are studying Ephesians 6:10-20

<opentext> Have you taken the time to ask Father what the mystery of the Gospel, or the mystery of the faith is? Have you diligently sought it out?

<mizpah^> yep

<NowFaithIs> yes :-)

<Clay> I'm listening....

<opentext> Eph 3:3-7, 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 

<opentext> 6 That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: 7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. (KJV)

speachless [speachless@dal-mm3-2132.cmpu.net] has left #the_gate

<opentext> In these verses in Ephesians, Paul tells us quite clearly that the mystery was revealed to him. He goes on to tell us that the mystery is Christ.

<NowFaithIs> not Jesus of Nazareth.....but Christ, the Messiah

<opentext> and it shows that by accepting the gift of grace, we become fellow heirs, and now have the ability to see that which has been hidden

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth was what was plain to see, it is Christ that is what most do not recognize

<Clay> Catch u guys later. God bless

Clay [jaketoh@dyn75ppp164.pacific.net.sg] has left #the_gate

NowFaithIs: kinda like disappearing ink...and once we receive salvation the ink appears! (this is a notice ...btw!)

<opentext> notice verse 6

<NowFaithIs> when you look with your physical eyes, you see the physical, when you look with your spiritual eyes you see the spiritual?

<opentext> partakers of His promise in Christ

<opentext> correct

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 2:14

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 2:14) -- But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<opentext> most people think that we are totally wacky for believing what we do

<NowFaithIs> we are wacky according to the world!

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 2:13

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 2:13) -- Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

<opentext> what most do not see in this chapter

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 2:1

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 2:1) -- And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.

<opentext> the word testimony there is the Greek word musterion......for mystery

<mizpah^> o?

<NowFaithIs> really?

<mizpah^> lol...o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> can you explain that just a tad

<opentext> which part?

<mizpah^> testimony = mystery?

<opentext> would you like me to put up the def for it

<mizpah^> yes, please

<opentext> Eph 3:3-5

<opentext> 3How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,

<opentext> 4Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)

<opentext> 5Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> 3466  musterion-

<opentext> 1) hidden thing, secret, mystery 

<opentext> a) generally mysteries, religious secrets, confided only to the initiated and not to ordinary mortals 

<opentext> b) a hidden or secret thing, not obvious to the understanding 

<opentext> c) a hidden purpose or counsel; secret will: 

<opentext> 1) of men 

<opentext> 2) of God: the secret counsels which govern God in dealing with the righteous, which are hidden from ungodly and wicked men but plain to the godly 

<opentext> 2) in rabbinic writings, it denotes the mystic or hidden sense: of an Old Testament saying, of an image or form seen in a vision, of a dream

<NowFaithIs> <backspace>

<opentext> it is the same word in Greek as mystery in other places......for some reason the writers changed the word there

<opentext> in the Greek text...the word is musterion

<NowFaithIs> wow...the concordance shows that that is the only time that that word is used as "testimony" and not "mystery"

<opentext> correct

<NowFaithIs> <backspace>!

<opentext> you still with us miz?

<mizpah^> yes, sorry, I was writing some notes down

<opentext> ok...wanted to be sure

<mizpah^> I missed the musterion awhile ago

<opentext> np

<NowFaithIs> never noticed that before either that in the definition it says: secret will of God

<Becky> hi

<opentext> the secret counsels which govern God in dealing with the righteous,

<opentext> We read the scriptures, but we do not hear what they say. We will listen to what others think that the scriptures say, but we ourselves do not take the time that is necessary to study for Father’s approval. (However, most of us will study for man’s approval.) 

<opentext> Only by taking the time to spend time with Father, will we be able to stand before the throne of God, with no reason to be ashamed. Why? Because we allow the Spirit of truth to lead us and guide us into all truth, that is why. By doing this, we then are able to rightly divide the Word of truth.

<Becky> brb

<opentext> Those that teach the Word of God, are supposed to hold fast the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. Yet, how many of us comprehend what a pure conscience is?

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> I do!

<opentext> :-0

<opentext> 2513  katharos- pure;  clean, pure  1) purified by fire  2) in a similitude, like a vine cleansed by pruning and so fitted to bear fruit  b) in a Levitical sense:  clean, the use of which is not forbidden, imparts no uncleanness  c) ethically:  

<opentext> 1) free from corrupt desire, from sin and guilt 2) free from every admixture of what is false, sincere genuine  3) blameless, innocent  4) unstained with the guilt of anything.

Becky [390@dial-15.r3.scnmng.infoave.net] has left #the_gate

<opentext> We are to hold the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience! The mystery as Paul so clearly stated is Christ; Christ in you the hope of glory. How God was manifest in the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth; justified in the Spirit of Christ. 

<opentext> For if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. He was seen of angels! Preached unto the Gentiles! Received up into glory. Once this was accomplished, Father accepted the sacrifice that was placed before Him, and the Son was seated at His right hand.

<NowFaithIs> wow...just noticed there....spotless and blameless

<opentext> We know that there is but one mediator between God and man, and that the man Christ Jesus. This is who gives us the ability to go boldly before the throne of grace in a time of need.

<opentext> how could one go boldly before the throne of grace, unless they knew the Father?

<NowFaithIs> you couldn't

<opentext> correct

<opentext> and without Christ, how can we know the Father

<NowFaithIs> Larry...hold on

<opentext> ok

<NowFaithIs> can you just take a minute...I need to absorb for just one minute!

<opentext> sure....

<NowFaithIs> lol...thanks

<opentext> all you ever have to do is ask.........remember...I am human.....and many times assume all are seeing what I see

<mizpah^> lol

<NowFaithIs> no problem...wanted to look up where I had seen "blameless" before

<NowFaithIs> 2 Pet 3:14

<NowFaithIs> 14Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

<NowFaithIs> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> this is neat, I didn't see fully on that verse

<opentext> let me put up the verse that I am expounding on there also

<opentext> @read 1timothy 3:16

<Chatbot> (1timothy 3:16) -- And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

<NowFaithIs> ok, I am caught up now...I think!

<NowFaithIs> you can continue!

<opentext> notice...*without controversy*

<opentext> 3670  homologeo (hom-ol-og-eh'-o);

<opentext> from a compound of the base of 3674 and 3056; to assent, i.e. covenant, acknowledge: 

<opentext> KJV-- con- (pro-) fess, confession is made, give thanks, promise.

<opentext> 3670  homologeo-

<opentext> 1) to say the same thing as another, that is, to agree with, to assent 

<opentext> 2) to concede 

<opentext> a) not to refuse, to promise 

<opentext> b) not to deny 

<opentext> 1) to confess 

<opentext> 2) to declare 

<opentext> 3) to confess, that is, to admit or declare oneself guilty of what one is accused of 

<opentext> 3) to profess 

<opentext> a) to declare openly, to speak out freely 

<opentext> b) to profess oneself the worshiper of one 

<opentext> 4) to praise, to celebrate

<opentext> Have you presented Jesus Christ with enough evidence to place before the Father, that can convict you of being one of His? How much do you base your life on faith in the risen Saviour? We forget, that faith can only come by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

<opentext> We cannot be conformed to this world. We can only be transformed by allowing the Word of God to be the controlling force in our life. Is all that you do each day, based upon what Father asks of you in His Word?

<opentext> we all know what happens when we conform to this world

<mizpah^> flesh rules

<opentext> and we have lowered ourselves from the heavenly places

<opentext> we have put ourselves in the position to do a battle that has already been won

<opentext> In most instances, we will end up throwing gas on the fiery darts rather then extinguishing them with living waters, if we do not have a working knowledge of God’s Word in our everyday life. 

<NowFaithIs> yes

<opentext> Out of your belly is supposed to flow rivers of life giving waters. This is what will put out all of the lies of the devil. These living waters are at our use, as long as we abide in Christ.

<opentext> Father's wisdom is neat......

<NowFaithIs> yes indeed

<opentext> Faith comes by the message heard, and that is the message spoken to us by Jesus Christ. How many of us really know what this message was that Jesus Christ gave? 

<mizpah^> certainly is

<NowFaithIs> not many

<mizpah^> not very many

<opentext> and few be there that find it, because they did not seek

<opentext> @read Matthew 6:33

<Chatbot> (Matthew 6:33) -- But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

<mizpah^> most people forget it says "and his righteousness"

<opentext> @read Matthew 7:7

<Chatbot> (Matthew 7:7) -- Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

<opentext> exactly miz

<opentext> Are we to be ashamed of the gospel of Christ? No! To each and every one of us, it should be the power of God! It is this power that should be at work in our lives each and every moment of each and every day. It is the gift of salvation to all that will believe and call upon His name. This is the righteousness of God that is revealed to all that will believe in the message that Jesus Christ delivered unto us.

<NowFaithIs> Now salvation, now faith

<opentext> Job himself spoke to us of how forcible are right words. Did you know that the word forcible in what Job spoke, refers to words that are irritating? 

<NowFaithIs> no

<mizpah^> no

<opentext> To those that do not know God, nor want a relationship with Him, the Word of life is very irritating to them. To those who right words are irritating, the preaching of the cross of Christ is foolishness; utter nonsense. 

<NowFaithIs> wow...and that is sooo true, and of "Christians" as well

<opentext> They are no different from those that stood at the foot of the cross and mocked Him. However, to those who have accepted the gift of God, Christ is the power of God that works in our life by right words!

<mizpah^> yep, only want to hear what will not interfere in their worldly life

<opentext> exactly michie....the difference between the milk and the meat

<NowFaithIs> that is neat, I have seen that so often and don't understand why they are annoyed or irritated with the Word of God that is spirit and life!

<opentext> @read 2timothy 3:4

<Chatbot> (2timothy 3:4) -- Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

<opentext> @read 2timothy 3:5

<Chatbot> (2timothy 3:5) -- Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

<opentext> @read 2timothy 3:7

<Chatbot> (2timothy 3:7) -- Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

<NowFaithIs> yup

<opentext> It is by grace that we are saved through the message given by Jesus Christ. That message is, that Jesus Christ took our place at the cross and the grave. (It is hard enough to let go of the physical things in this world to help someone we like; but quite another matter to lie down one’s life for an enemy.)  

<opentext> Once we recognize and believe that He took our place, salvation is given unto us according to the measure of the gift of Christ. This is the measure of faith, that is made available to each and everyone on the face of this earth. It is this measure of faith with which we shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:16

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:16) -- Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

<opentext> (Did you happen to notice, that it says that we shall be able….not that you are able?)

<mizpah^> ?

<opentext> It is the Living Word of God that makes up this shield of faith, that makes available to us the protection that we need. We shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, if we continue in the message of faith that we have heard. We have to become grounded and settled in the Word of God. His Word is truth! We are not to be moved away from this Word.

<opentext> we have to continue in the Word for it to be operational...not rely on what we heard yesterday

<mizpah^> so, it is contingent upon staying in His Word

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> 0/

<opentext> John 8:31-32

<opentext> 31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

<opentext> 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> since the Word is living and we are living in the Word...that would only stand to reason that it has to be (our spirit man) watered every day to keep it "alive"...yes?

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> ok...neat

<opentext> that is why it is now faith

NowFaithIs :-)

<NowFaithIs> ok, right

<opentext> All to often, we try to base our walk with God by what others are saying or doing. We are more apt to follow other people and their ideas, then we are to hold fast our profession of faith. Paul addresses this issue quite well in the book of Ephesians. 

<opentext> We are no longer to be children. We are supposed to be mature in the Word of God. As such, we are supposed to be eating the meat of the Word now; not still sucking on a bottle that has been prepared by someone else. (Can you be sure of what type of formula that they might have put in that bottle?)

<NowFaithIs> cause if you think of it in the physical food...if we were to rely on what we had yesterday...we would die

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> lol--formula!

<NowFaithIs> could be soy for all you know!

<opentext> this is why it so essential to always check out what is being taught ....by going to Father and His Word

<opentext> even everything Father has me teach

<opentext> If we are still being bottle fed, we are quick to take whatever one gives to us. This may not always be beneficial for us. This is when every wind of doctrine will carry us away. This is the way that the devil uses other men to trick or poisons us. 

<opentext> @read Ephesians 4:14

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 4:14) -- That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

<opentext> Thus we are either led away from the truth, or much worse, poisoned from life itself. We forget, that the devil is the master of deception. Have you ever wondered who the wolves in sheep’s clothing are, that the Lord himself warned us?

<opentext> We are to speak the truth in love; but what is love? Many take that to mean whatever makes the people feel good. 

<NowFaithIs> yes

<opentext> Have we forgotten that we are to walk by faith, and not by the senses? Paul loved all people; yet he asked the Galatians who had cast a spell on them? 

<NowFaithIs> such as we saw yesterday

<opentext> yes

<opentext> @read Galatians 3:1

<Chatbot> (Galatians 3:1) -- O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

<opentext> That was the love of God in operation. What would happen, if someone stood up in the midst of your church or congregation, and spoke those kinds of words? Would we accept them? Would it cause a stir? What would your response be? Do we really comprehend what the Love of God is?

<NowFaithIs> right

<NowFaithIs> love is truth

<NowFaithIs> have I thereby become your enemy because I speak the truth

<opentext> and then we wonder why Paul was stoned, and tossed out of the city left for dead

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<NowFaithIs> or why Jesus Christ was too

<mizpah^> where is that scripture that michie just quoted?

stowe is on IRC

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:15

<opentext> 15And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> speaking the truth (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 4:15

<opentext> 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:   (KJV)

<opentext> those help miz?

<mizpah^> I guess

<opentext> you guess

<mizpah^> I thought that the one about becoming an enemy for speaking the truth was a different scripture

<opentext> Eph 4:14-15

<opentext> 14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

<opentext> 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

<opentext> (KJV)

<mizpah^> never mind...my mind is nearing overload right now

<opentext> Gal 3:1-4

<opentext> 1O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

<opentext> 2This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

<opentext> 3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?

<opentext> 4Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Hisgraine time miz?

<mizpah^> oh, yeh

<opentext> Ever changing winds of society, and what they try to tell us, and dictate to us what they think that we need are what leads us about. As we become caught up in these things, we fluctuate as much as the temperature does with shifting winds. As we shift with these ever changing winds, so does our attitude, and standing with God.

<opentext> maybe we should quit here for today.....

