2 September 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<greg> Father we thank you for this day, for all the spiritual blessings you have blessed us with, and for the opportunity to come boldly before your throne of grace, to all that is needed in your word to sustain this day and allow us to take another step toward our heavenly home through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 9:1-2,  I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. KJV

 

<opentext> As we will see in this chapter, how Paul now begins to show us how and why it is that Israel rejected God's purpose and plan.

<opentext> But one thing that we should also keep in mind as we go through this chapter, is that how people who have known the truth, can walk away from the promises just as easily.

<opentext> And one other thing as well, that just because one is born into a family, does not mean that they will necessarily obtain the inheritance.

<opentext> Notice how Paul starts off this chapter, in saying that he speaks the truth in Christ, and his conscience also bearing witness in the Holy Ghost.

<opentext> Many people talk about the Word, they talk about God, they will talk about salvation, and the grace and goodness of God, but do they have the peace that passes all understanding? Though they say they know Christ, do they have that peace that only a true union in Jesus Christ, can bring about?

<disciple> the majority do not   <helpmate> they do not

<at-peace> many have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof

<greg> many have a false peace, their security is in the natural

<opentext> How often when you present the Word, are you sure to have that peace between your head and your heart, so that God's will is presented, rather then one's own ideas and interpretations?

<disciple> if we are listening to Father, and only speaking what He asks, we will always have peace when we speak 

<greg> when one is presenting Gods will, there is a boldness that seems to take over…then i know it is not my will but His

<at-peace> when it feels like pulling teeth i know that it is not Him in control…otherwise it would flow as a river of living waters from one

<opentext> We can see that Paul has a great heaviness and sorrow in his heart for his people, the people of Israel. And it is no different for us as we are young and we grow in the Lord. Yet, one must remember that God is no respecter of persons; for God so loved the world that He gave.

<opentext> Just as Paul, we too often place our priorities on family or nation, and forget that we are to be that example of the believer to all. As we have to remember that there are but two choices in all reality, one is either in His family by union in Christ, or they are not.

<opentext> The continuous heaviness and sorrow that Paul had within his heart for Israel, is what we should realize for any and all that are not a part of the body of Christ, no exceptions. Yet, is this always the case?

<disciple> no, not always

<opentext> Don't we at times in our mind, play favorites? And does this affect the way we present the Gospel to different people?

<disciple> yes, at times...but we should not be a respecter of persons, like Father is not a respecter of persons...He didn't want any to perish

<at-peace> a matter of one learning not to be a respecter of any man's person but to present the same love, grace, mercy and compassion to all as our Father has done for us

<greg> sometimes i have favorite targets, people that profess to know God, and i have been known to try and egg them on at times

<opentext> Now keep in mind, how at the close of chapter 8, Paul talks about people, places, things or circumstances that will try to separate us from the love of Christ, the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. 

<opentext> And the key to not allowing this to happen, is by speaking the truth in Christ, and our mind being in agreement with God and His Word by knowing that we are following the guidance of the Holy Ghost, for any and all that we do.

<opentext> It is then that we will have heaviness and sorrow within our heart for any and all that are outside of Father's family. Yet, we will only answer those that are asking of the reason of the hope that is within us.

<opentext> Do you think that it took much effort on the part of Jesus Christ, to only speak those things which He heard the Father speak?

<disciple> yes, it did...He was tempted in every manner we are   <chosen> yes

<greg> He had to have the same sorrow and heaviness at times, to know the love of God, to present the simple truth of that love, and then see the rejection of the plan of salvation for their lives

<greg> to constantly see people following man made traditions and doctrines rather than the simple truth

<opentext> And yet, He only gave Father's answers for every situation. At times they were well received, and yet other times it made the people want to kill them. Yet, because His focus was in and on Father, He only spoke those things that His heart and mind were in agreement with.

<opentext> Today, we have that opportunity, to speak the truth in Christ!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> only speaking the truth will set them free and keep us free of condemnation, in nothing that the ministry be blamed

<opentext> Yes, a matter of always keeping Father's agenda, not our own.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?   <greg> o/   <opentext> yes greg

<greg> despite the heaviness and sorrows, in the end Paul knew he had done all to stand

<greg> Acts 20:26Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. 27For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Eph 4:15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: (KJV)

 

<opentext> Growing up into Him in all things. We have all done things in the exuberance of our youth in Christ, that we thought were in Father's best interest, only to later find out it was our own initiative. And then, learning to not make that mistake again. 

<opentext> any other questions or comments?
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