2 November 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this time of fellowship this morning and for all that you have prepared for us to partake of that will keep and sustain us this day enabling us to remain on the strait and narrow path that leads home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:9, For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. KJV

 

<opentext> To this end; that is as Paul tells us in his letter to the Galatians, that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, by being made a curse for us, to remove us from being under that curse(Gal 3:13).

<opentext> So it is a matter then of one learning who they are in Christ, so that they can properly utilize all that has been made available to them by the precious gift of Christ.

 
1 Cor 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. (KJV)
John 16:13-15 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. (KJV)

Eph 3:14-19 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 14:10, But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. KJV

 

<opentext> It is then by this liberty that one has in Christ, that one is then able to be that example of the believer, by the words that one speaks, so that they are always pleasing to the Lord. So that the way that we conduct our life is the same as the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow after. Then our conversation will be that of communicating to those around us, of all that God has done for us by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> So it is not that we should judge one another, but rather that one follows the example that Jesus Christ, the forerunner, set for us.

Gal 5:13-18 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, as one lives that example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow after, is that always going to make the people around us comfortable?

<at-peace> no…it will convict some of those around us

<opentext> No it will not. Yet, one does not live this life to flaunt it or rub it in other peoples faces either, but rather it is so that we will be pleasing to the Father. There is a fine line between these two attitudes.

<opentext> So how is it that one then can keep from getting the wrong attitude?

<at-peace> remaining humble in Christ and remembering the price He paid for us

<at-peace> God is no respecter of any man's person

<opentext> Yes, and also remembering who it is that we are accountable to. If one always did everything to please Father, would they then ever cross that line?

<at-peace> no

 
Rom 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)

Prov 16:18-19 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 14:11-12, 11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. KJV

 

<opentext> And this is what Paul points out to us in these verses, that it is to the Lord that we give the reverence and honor. That it is the Lord that we will have to explain our actions to.

<opentext> However, if one does not stay properly renewed in and by His Word, how difficult can this be?

<at-peace> the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak... it will be very difficult if the flesh is not kept in subjection... a little leaven if allowed will leaven the whole lump

<opentext> The Lord also told us that we are not to lead one of His little ones astray. So we can see how essential that it is, that our purpose in life remains focused in and on the Lord.

Matt 18:6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. (KJV)
Matt 18:14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. (KJV)

Col 3:1-4 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that before one makes a decision, that they are mindful of the fact that they are going to have to give account of their actions to the Lord?

<at-peace> should be always, but if one is already seeking their own agenda wanting to please the flesh then they put aside the consequences

<opentext> From the smallest thing that we do, to what we may consider major decisions, we should always be mindful or aware if it is going to be pleasing to Father.

<opentext> And as you said Charlene, examining ourselves to see whether we are seeking our own agenda, or whether we are seeking Father's.

1 Cor 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. (KJV)

1 Cor 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. (KJV)
1 Cor 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. (KJV)

<opentext> So how then is it that one is able to maintain a proper perspective?

<at-peace> remaining grounded and settled remembering who one will give account to in the end... the Lord... and keep focused and subject to all things the are true, just, pure, honest, lovely, and that will be of good report before the Lord

 

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:15-16, 15 Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth. 16 But avoid all empty (vain, useless, idle) talk, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness. AMP

 

<opentext> Putting forth the maximum effort at all times, to present ourselves to God as an approved workman. And because we have heard, and received and applied to our life the Message which we have heard by and through Christ, one has no reason to be ashamed.
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