2 November 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this time of fellowship in your Word to learn more of you, we are thankful for that which you have prepared to share with us this day and we pray that we will allow it into our hearts, and allow it to renew our minds, so that we may be pleasing to you through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 9:30-32, 30 How can we sum this up? All those people who didn't seem interested in what God was doing actually embraced what God was doing as he straightened out their lives. 31 And Israel, who seemed so interested in reading and talking about what God was doing, missed it. 32 How could they miss it? Because instead of trusting God, they took over. They were absorbed in what they themselves were doing. They were so absorbed in their "God projects" that they didn't notice God right in front of them, like a huge rock in the middle of the road. And so they stumbled into him and went sprawling.  (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 
Rom 10:1-4 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 9:30-32, 30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; KJV

 

<opentext> How often is it though that people do judge a book by the cover, and have no idea of the contents within?

<disciple> most do that...look for what is appealing to the flesh

<chosen^> many times

 
John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. (KJV)

1 Cor 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. (KJV)

I Jn 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. (KJV)

<opentext> A good summation of this portion of scripture, could be that we are to be doers of the Word, and not hearers only (James 1:22-25).

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it to give God only lip service, and not anything of substance?

<disciple> easy for the flesh...one who is living to please Father...it's tougher since they hear His voice

Mark 7:6-9 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. (KJV)

<opentext> Have you ever seen a store, that had real nice displays in their windows, a fancy sign outside, and yet when you went into the store, they really did not have much at all?

<disciple> yes    <chosen^> yes

<disciple> likes some religious buildings i have seen

 

<opentext> And so what was your final impression of that place? Were you mad because they had tricked you? Were you let down within?

<disciple> disappointed, like they wanted you in the building, with nothing to offer...hoping you would think their junk was treasure

<chosen^> let down

 

<opentext> Would that store be kind of like a person that walks around with crosses and such hanging all over them, a Bible under their arm, and yet if asked a question about eternal life, they could only give you a rehearsed answer, and nothing of substance?

<chosen^> yes

<at-peace> speaking great swelling words of vanity

<disciple> yes

 
2 Pet 2:18-19 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. (KJV)

Jude 1:16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. (KJV)

<opentext> So then we can see why it tells us here in these verses, that we are to follow the righteousness which is laid out in the Message that has been delivered to us by Christ, not by that which has been established by the traditions and doctrines of man.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that one can become lazy, and want to follow that which the fleshly eyes can see, rather then staying focused in and on the Message which has been delivered?

<chosen^> can be easy at times

<disciple> yes, when one becomes lazy...dull of hearing...can be easy at times

<at-peace> only takes a moment of distraction allowed in to leaven the whole lump

 

<opentext> We all have been walking in the woods or rain forests; and if one is not being attentive to where each and every step is being placed, how easy is it for one to trip?

<at-peace> very easy    <chosen^> very easy    <disciple> easy

 

<opentext> And how many things are there as one is walking, that can distract a person from being attentive to where they "should" be going?

<disciple> satan will throw snares everywhere around us...but, we are not to be ignorant of his devices

<chosen^> many

 

<opentext> Are all of the distractions the same? Aren't some more obvious then others?

<disciple> yes

<at-peace> no and yes

<disciple> most all are the same, just different packaging, but some are more obvious...

<opentext> And the less light that there is, how much easier does it become for one to stumble?

<at-peace> without illumination of the next step it makes it much easier to stumble

<disciple> more apt to stumble without the spiritual illumination

 
Ps 37:23-24 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.

(KJV)

allow every step to be illuminated  (Ps 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. (KJV))

<opentext> SO we can then see why it is imperative, that Christ lives within us; that is that we have formed a union with Christ, that is become partakers of His divine nature within us, for then He will be that lamp unto our feet, and that light for our path, to expose anything that will attempt to trip one up. (Rom 8:9, Gal 2:20-21)
2 Pet 1:2-3-4 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. (KJV)

<opentext> When the light is internal, then there are no shadows cast. One is able to see clearly without any distortions or shadows.

Matt 6:22-23 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! (KJV) … Matt 5:14-16
<opentext> Today, if you will hear His voice (Heb 3:7-8), and leave your heart open to Him, then you will have the proper lighting and guidance through the mine field of this life. You have to hear the counsel that He has for you this day. Now faith!
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Being observant not ingnorant

To observe one has to be seeing, hearing and knowing and there has to be illumination for one to see satan’s devices and avoid them.

