2 May 2005 Monday Bible study.

<greg> Father we come before you this day, ever so grateful for your life changing word of grace, which is able to allow us to be seated in heavenly places, to rise above the corruption of this present evil world, and walk in the same deliverance demonstrated by your Son Jesus Christ, the first born of many brethren gathered together here this day.

<opentext> Rom 12:8 he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; KJV

<opentext> When most people here the word give, the first thing that they do is to grab their wallet or purse and clutch it firmly.

<opentext> What the believer must remember, is that we are to give of our time to God in fellowship, which then will allow one to dedicate the talent they have been blessed with for the service of God and His kingdom, and then one will know that the treasure they have is Christ in their heart and life. (Luke 6:38 – give and it shall be given)
2 Cor 9:6-7 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. (KJV)

<opentext> Think of how often when people give, that they are encouraged by many of the preachers to make a theatrical performance out of it.
<opentext> And yet, the Word tells us clearly that the right hand is not supposed to know what the left hand is doing. Matt 6:3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: (KJV)
<greg> that is the first thing that came to mind, matt 6:1, the theatrics, and not realizing we are to be a witness unto God    Matt 6:1.   "Take care not to do your good deeds in public, to attract the attention of people; if you do, you will get no reward from your Father in heaven. 2.  So whenever you do your deeds of charity, never blow your own horn in public, as the hypocrites are in the habit of doing in the synagogues and on the street corners, to be praised by the people.  I solemnly say to you, they already have their reward. [Williams NT]
<opentext> Now we know, or should know then that our time [presenting ourself to God a living sacrifice Rom 12:1] is the most precious thing that one has. Yet, how often is it that people see the real value of time?

<chosen> most take it for granted
<greg> God is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him (Heb 11:6)
<at-peace> easy to do when one leans to their own understanding

<opentext> So then, if one does not spend an adequate amount of time in fellowship with the Father, will they ever see themselves as having any value [talent] for Father's purpose and plan?

<greg> they wont be able to present the message of salvation as one with authority, knowing who they are in Christ, but rather one that mimics what other have told them

Matt 7:28-29 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that we also see many of these people try to articulate such big words when presenting a message, that the people spend more time trying to understand what was said, rather then seeking an understanding of the message?

<chosen> many do, to try to big-note themselves

<greg> it becomes of war of words, trying to one up with mans wisdom rather than a message of love

Rom 16:18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. (KJV)

Matt 6:7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. (KJV)
1 Cor 14:18-19 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. (KJV)

<opentext> So then we can see that it is essential that one spends an adequate amount of time with God each day. Yet how many people then set a timer on their time with God?

<onewithim> many do or wait tell there is a problem

<greg> where ones treasure is, there will the heart be as well (Matt 6:21), and it only takes a few minutes to listen to a conversation to know if they have set their affection on things of this world or of that in the spiritual realm (Col 3:1-2)
<opentext> Rom 12:8 he who contributes, let him do it in simplicity and liberality; AMP    We are all to be contributing to the body of Christ. And our liberality and simplicity by which we give whatever Father asks of us, should be with the same liberality that Father has given to us.
Eph 4:15-16 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (KJV)

<opentext> However, if one is not walking, talking, living in the Spirit, will they ever be able to comprehend that which Father has made available to them?

<chosen> no    <onewithim> nope

<at-peace> no, the natural man can not receive the things of God neither can he know them (1Cor 2:14)
<greg> it will be a bunch of neat stories that happens to other people in the bible, and never becomes a reality in their own life, like going to a movie, watching things unfold in other peoples lives

<onewithim> 1 Cor 2:12 goes real well with this

1 Cor 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see then that it is imperative that one recognizes how important their time [fellowship] with the Father is. Paul tells us that we are to pray without ceasing. That we are to rejoice evermore (1Thes 5:16-18). So it is supposed to be a constant and consistent thing [fellowship with the Father]. 
<opentext> It is when one learns to spend that proper fellowship with the Father, that you will then have confidence in the work [talent] which he has begun within you (Phil 1:6).
<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we hear people say that they do not see themselves as having much worth for Father's work or purpose?

<greg> they are not faithful in the little things (Luke 16:10) that are asked of them, so when they dont see what they consider important take place in their lives, they consider it a failure

<opentext> How often does one say that about themselves?

<greg> as often as they look through the natural, and not see the importance of the unique individual God has made them, knowing that He is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34, Eph 6:9, Col 3:25, 1Peter 1:17)
<onewithim> would have to say yes, even if a person does not say it, it is also by how they live also
<opentext> So we can see then that one has to give themselves to God, that living sacrifice, which a total sacrifice of their life to His will and purpose (Rom 12:1-2). Recognizing how great and vast and all encompassing the gift that He gave to us is (John 3:16, Rom 6:23, Eph 2:8-10, Eph 4:7). And that since we are complete in Him (Col 2:10), that He has blessed us with all the ability that we have need of, to do whatever it is that He may ask of us (Phil 4:13). And it is with this same measure, that we should be giving back to God. 
Mark 4:24-25 And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath. (KJV)
2 Cor 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) (KJV)
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