2 March 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> We thank you Father for this day, for the word of your truth which forever is settled in heaven, written in our hearts and put into the minds of the believers, to display your divine nature and manifests the hope within us, to enlighten those in darkness and allow God to be true and anything else contrary to sound doctrine a lie through the message delivered by Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 11:31-32, 31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. KJV

 

<opentext> So how then does one obtain mercy? Doesn't one have to hear the chastening or correction of the Lord, and upon hearing that correction, to give heed to the counsel given, so that it becomes a new way of life?

<chosen> yes    <helpmate> yes

<greg> one has to acknowledge the sin in their life which is a result of unbelief, then be willing and obedient to allow the change to be made

 

<opentext> Heb 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. KJV

 

<opentext> So how then does one respond when chastening arrives on the scene?

<helpmate> acknowledge the Father and ask for help and forgiveness

<greg> instead of looking at it as something negative, realizing it is Gods way of teaching us a new way to live in the spirit, by letting go of the old, trusting more in Him and not leaning to our own ways and understanding

<chosen> allow it to clean our heart and cause us to grow closer to Him who loves us

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one does respond in the positive, when God's chastening [love for us] arrives on the scene?

<greg> in my youth i knew the chastening was more because of my stupid ways, trying to perfect things in the flesh, now i know when it happens it is to show me a better and deeper understanding of the word

<greg> 1 Cor 2:10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. (KJV)

<opentext> The way the KJV says it, tells us that we have to be exercised by it. Yet, how many people when first starting to exercise, think they should be able to go out and run a marathon a week [weak] later? Or the body builder that exercises for two days and thinks he should have the perfect body then?

<greg> its like the commercial where the guy weighs himself, runs around the fitness room, weighs himself again to see how much weight he lost

<greg> letting patience have its perfect(mature work)

<chosen> it is a training process

<opentext> If one does not recognize the chastening of the Lord, as a pure manifestation of His love, is one going to want to be exercised by it?

<chosen> no   <helpmate> no

<greg> its like with an exercise program, one begins with a goal, seeing a new person as a result, then sticks with the plan until it manifests

<helpmate> one has to know what the Word says to know that Father is doing it out of love

<opentext> If one is not able to comprehend the benefit of going to the gym and maintaining a routine, are they going to make much progress to a healthier life?

<helpmate> no    <chosen> no

<opentext> So then we can see why the Word tells us, that without a vision the people will perish. Being confident of the work that He has begun within us, and the confidence and fortitude to allow Him to bring that work to completion.

 

<opentext> Heb 12:11 For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness--in conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God]. AMP

 

<opentext> Training oneself to come into conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God.

<opentext> How often when you have started a training program, have you gotten everything right the first time?

<greg> like with exercising, no pain no gain, the sufferings keep the body in subjection, allowing the spirit to rule in the temple, a newer and healthier person is the result

<greg> Prov 24:16For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief. (KJV)

<greg> the arm of the Lord is never to short to save for those that are willing to reach out and acknowledge Him

<helpmate> the same program is not going to work for everyone...we take a basic one and do it so it works out the best for oneself…we need to work out our own salvation

<opentext> Ah, so recognizing that Father has a specific training plan for each person, and no two training plans will be quite the same. Yet, how often is it that a person tries to use someone else’s training plan, because they did not like the one they got?

<helpmate> guilty

<greg> God knows the part of the body that needs the work, the chastening is for our benefit even though it doesn’t seem like it at the time

<helpmate> Heb 12:11 nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. (KJV)

<opentext> And how often is it then when we see the short-comings in someone else’s life, that if one is honest, that it reminds them of where they have come up short in their own training program?

<chosen> often, if we are listening

<greg> as often as one doesn’t forget what manner of man they were as well, and that the changes are a result of grace and not of works

<helpmate> have been there

<opentext> So when people make light of other peoples problems, isn't it usually to avoid acknowledging the area that they should be exercising in their own life as well?

<helpmate> true   <at-peace> yes   <chosen> yes

<greg> they should be pulling the beam out of their own eyes, and not concerned with the splinters in others

<opentext> So we need to be aware of all that is going on around us, so that we are always open to that which Father is trying to talk with us about, so that we can be properly exercised by His Word of truth. 
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