Bible Study Tuesday 2 July 2002


Those that take sides with the flesh, will seek to satisfy the desires of the flesh.

Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. KJV

Romans 8:8 And those whose hearts are absorbed in earthly things cannot please God. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

To be absorbed, captivated, or fascinated by earthly things; those things which satisfy the lower nature, the flesh.

Romans 8:8 The people who live on the plane of the lower nature cannot please God. (William's New Testament)
 

They live in agreement with the things of this earth, and all that pertains to life here.

 

Definition for please: 700 aresko (ar-es'-ko); to be agreeable (or by implication, to seek to be so):  1) to please  2) to strive to please, to accommodate oneself to the opinions desires and interests of others.

 

Two cannot walk together unless they are in agreement. One cannot please God, or be in agreement with Him, unless they are doing that which He asks of them.

 

Those that are in a carnal unregenerate state, under the reigning power of sin, cannot do the things that please God, wanting grace, the pleasing principle, and an interest in Christ, the pleasing Mediator. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

It is always one’s choice of where they choose to walk; of where they choose to reside at. If one comes into agreement with the lower nature, they have chosen sides against God.

 

Pleasing God is our highest end, of which those that are in the flesh cannot but fall short; they cannot please him, nay, they cannot but displease him. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Coming into agreement with God, His Word, and His purpose, is what life here is all about. Thus, why Paul tells us that if we are risen with Him, we should seek those things which are above, where our new home will be at, if we remain faithful. If one is seeking to agree with their lower nature, then their focus and attention, is on what will satisfy them here, and keep them in agreement or in step with the world.

 

[Cannot please God] That is, while they are thus in the flesh; while they thus pursue the desires of their corrupt nature, they cannot please God. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

In order for someone to pursue something, that means they have to chase, hunt, or follow after it. Yet, when one is in pursuit of following the leadings of the flesh, do they consider it as such?

 

Proverbs 2:13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness; KJV

 

They leave the paths of uprightness, which they were trained up in and had set out in, shake off the influences of their education, and break off the thread of their hopeful beginnings, to walk in the ways of darkness, in those wicked ways which hate the light, in which men are led blindfold by ignorance and error, and which lead men into utter darkness. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

(
 

Copyright © 2002 Built Anew Ministries all rights reserved
