2 January 2006 Monday Bible study.

 

Father we thank you for this moment that we can come to you and before you that we can receive of you and from you, that love which is afforded to us by and through Christ Jesus, that love that is beyond the knowledge of the lower nature, that enables us to be partakers of your divine nature, enabling us to live a life that is pleasing to you.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:13-14, 13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 14 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. KJV

 

<opentext> The world of the lower nature is full of exclusions. And many even carry that with them into the body of Christ, which is why schisms are created. And yet, the Word tells us that it is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.

<opentext> Because of the Jewish heritage, how many of the gentiles do you think thought that they could be a part of God's family?

<disciple> most thought since they were not a Jew, they were excluded

<at-peace> few, of those who sincerely sought the truth

<opentext> So years of false teaching had to be overcome, for a gentile then to think or believe that they could be a part of God's family. Is it any wonder then why God used Paul then to deliver this message to the gentiles?

<opentext> So Paul was despised by the Jews because they thought he was a traitor, but do you think the gentiles had an easy time believing him?

<disciple> it was awesome, the work that Father done in Him, overcoming the physical past they saw, to allow them to see the inner man, the man in Christ who loved all, Jew or Gentile

<opentext> Think about in your own life, and in your walk with the Lord; have you always felt welcome among the believers? How often have you felt outside of the inner circle (cliché)?

<at-peace> yes

<at-peace> no to the first question and many times to the second

<disciple> most of the time, it was because of imaginations, and not accepting Father's Gift

<opentext> So we can see then how many obstacles the lower nature has placed in one's path, to keep one from being that active participant in and of the divine nature. It is the truth that sets one free, and the continuation in the truth that will keep one free.

<opentext> It is man that places these obstacles (schisms) in the path, yet how often is it that God gets the blame for them?

<disciple> the biggest part of the time

<at-peace> the lower nature blinds the mind to the truth

<opentext> And if one's focus stays on man, how easy is it to then miss Father's blessings?

<at-peace> very easy

<at-peace> John 3: 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see then how the lower nature wants to be exclusive in it's ways and mannerisms; yet, the Spirit of Christ wants us to be in unity, that is one Lord, one faith.

<opentext> So when the lower nature defends it's rituals and habits, it then has to become exclusive to continue to justify the rules or guidelines that it has set up.

<opentext> Now the Jewish people has been around for hundreds of years by this time, so how exclusive do you think they had become?

<disciple> very

<opentext> And when people become exclusive, don't they have an attitude or air about them? And how many people then "feel" welcome around them?

 

<at-peace> John 8:39-41, 39They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 40But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 41Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. (KJV)

 

<opentext> So how much trouble do you think the gentiles had in believing Paul? They could hear his message, but could also see the attitude of the Jews.

<disciple> it was a choice to accept the message or reject it...by faith they accepted it

<opentext> So let's analyze the picture that we see being presented here, the Jews were arrogant because they thought they had exclusive rights to God's promises, the gentiles were doubtful and fearful because of this arrogance, and yet Paul was confident. 

<opentext> Even today there is a lot of arrogance out there with the religious people. And because much of what is taught within these religious circles, it is counter productive to the Word and promises of God. So the religious do not want to hear anything other then what there sect teaches, so who then is one to listen to or believe?

<at-peace> the leading and guiding of the Holy Spirit

 

<at-peace> I Jn 2:27But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)

 

<disciple> Holy Spirit

<opentext> In the world there are many voices, but only His sheep hear His voice, and the voice of another they will not follow. So it is as one establishes a sincere relationship with God, that they will then begin to grow in confidence in that which they hear from Him, which then gives them that liberty which can only come in Christ.
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