2 February 2006 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<chosen> Father we thank you with open hearts to receive your Word and all that you have for us this day...thank you that your Word is what enables us to do all that you ask of as we rely on that truth to lead us, so that we may be pleasing to you in all things, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 16:1-2, 1 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea: 2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also. KJV

 

<opentext> As we start the last chapter of Romans, Paul spends most of this chapter on greetings and salutations to those whom he knows, and recommends to those at Rome.

<opentext> It is interesting that he starts of with Phebe, and her role and place within the early church, since many groups do have problems with women within the church.

<opentext> But also we have to understand that even at this time, that the women still did not have a whole lot of rights within society.

<opentext> Even though instruction can be very plain, and straightforward within the Word, how often can past traditions and doctrines of religion, hamper one's view from seeing and hearing the truth, as plain as it may be in front of us?

<chosen> they will if one is not seeking Father's wisdom and leading first, above all else

<disciple> it can be the mountain blocking one from the truth...one has to cast down the traditions and doctrines of man to hear and see the truth

<opentext> So we can see then, that it is only as one seeks the truth, and then continues in the truth, that the liberty in Christ can transpire within one's life, and remove the clouds of traditions and doctrines that we received from man.

<opentext> Rom 16:3-5, 3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: 4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my well beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ. KJV

<opentext> Priscilla and Aquila had quite a few dealings with Paul, and as we can see here as stated by Paul, even risked their own lives in assisting him.

<opentext> People often become involved when Christ comes into their lives, yet, how many are truly ready to lay down their lives for the gospels sake?

<at-peace> many are called, but few will lay down their lives and follow Him

<disciple> most won't allow that much of themselves to be bothered to be committed to Father

<opentext> And not to just lay down their lives for the sake of the gospel, but what about for the brethren? 

<disciple> we should always be encouraging and uplifting the brethren in prayer...it makes for a strong body in Christ

<at-peace> it is as one lays down their life for the gospel, that they will also learn to lay down their lives for the brethren, being an example of God's love in sincerity and in truth

<opentext> We can read of the exploits of those who God has used throughout the Bible, such as Paul, and Aquila and Priscilla, but does one really take to heart the love and dedication that they had for God as well as the brethren? Especially when one considers the persecution that there was by not only the political parties, but the religious circles as well.

<opentext> And yet how often does one grumble and complain at even the little things that God asks of us?

<at-peace> as one grows in love one will be able to take to heart and see the love and dedication of those who are seeking to please our Father

<disciple> one should always be joyful that Father asks anything of us, and do it in a timely manner with exceeding joy in one's heart

<chosen> it is an honour to do what He asks of us, we need to be joyful in being His servant

<opentext> Often times the gospel rotates around our life, rather then our life rotating around the gospel. Here we can see how with Paul, and Aquila and Priscilla, that the Word was their life, and everything else revolved around that. It permeated every area of their life.

<opentext> Their house was where the church met. What significance do you hear in this?

<disciple> the established 'churches' didn't accept the truth in their buildings

<opentext> How often is it that one would have more liberty or freedom in a local house, rather then in a building that is run and maintained by an established religion?

<disciple> much more...the service wouldn't be on a timetable, and there would be more freedom to discuss, rather than just be spoken to for 15 minutes

<opentext> Would you be more apt to ask a question in an organized service run by a religious group, or in a house where study was being conducted?

<chosen> religious denominations have man made rules and so no freedom outside of those rules

<disciple> in a house

<at-peace> many forget that the church is within one and that is where the liberty is and if one is at home in Christ there is that freedom to worship God in spirit and in truth... not being bound by mans traditions and doctrines which promise freedom but are the servants of corruption…in a peaceful house environment

<opentext> Thus we can see the importance of not placing ourselves or God in a box, but rather living and maintaining that liberty that comes by and through Christ.
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