2 February 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared and have in store for each of us this day.  Let us be attentive to your every Word this day that will encourage and strengthen us in the midst of a crooked and perverse world and enable us to hold fast the profession of faith to your praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 11:22, Then note and appreciate the gracious kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's gracious kindness to you--provided you continue in His grace and abide in His kindness; otherwise you too will be cut off (pruned away). AMP

<opentext> Now if one has been cut off of the vine, what do you think their opinion of God will be?

<chosen> they will probably have a bad opinion of Him

<at-peace> enmity... the natural man looks to blame others for it's failures

<opentext> Exactly, their opinion of God would not be very favorable of Him. Yet, for those who are still grafted into the vine, their opinion of God, is of His great grace and mercy.

<opentext> It is no different then how one will have a good and favorable opinion of an army that is protecting them, because they recognize the value of their freedom. Yet, those that take their freedom and liberty for granted, what would their opinion be?

<at-peace> it would not be favorable

<chosen> they would have no appreciation of it or their freedom

<opentext> Complacency! I am okay, you are okay! Much of the thoughts that prevail in much of what is called the free world. 

<opentext> If one will recall that we are to mark those that cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine we have received, and then go a step further and avoid them. But why is this?

<at-peace> evil communications corrupt good manners.... so that one does not become infected with the same ideals that are contrary to the Word

<chosen> so that their poison doesn't touch us ... if we are around them long enough we will listen to their lies then we will become divided and soon fall

<opentext> If you have a strong branch attached to the vine, maybe one or two people can hang from it, and maybe even swing from it. But what happens if you were to put 4 or 5 people on it at the same time?

<chosen> it could snap off

<at-peace> it could eventually weaken and break off

<opentext> Even with only two people on that branch, it will begin to wear on and weaken that graft: now you put 4 or 5 people on it, and the damage will be immediate.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told to cast down every imagination that tries to exalt itself against the knowledge of God, and immediately bring every thought into obedience to the Word, so that no damage will be allowed to weaken that graft.

<opentext> Yet, how often does the lower nature try to reason that one can allow a few of those people to hang around?

<chosen> when it is being pampered by them

<opentext> And another way we can also look at this; what is happening if God and His Word all of a sudden starts to rub you the wrong way? What should that tell you?

<chosen> that we are not listening to His Spirit speak to us through His Word

<at-peace> conviction.....that something is amiss in our walk and we had better seek to find out what and allow it to be healed

<opentext> Could it be that maybe one has started to take God's grace and mercy for granted? That the pearl of great price has started to lose it's value in our life?

<chosen> yes     <at-peace> sure

<opentext> I was thinking the last few days in talking with Father, about how we are grafted into the tree of life as long as we are abiding in Christ. Yet, back in Genesis, as Adam and Eve were in the garden, there were many trees, but only one tree of life.

<opentext> And how much did the devil keep them distracted so that they never arrived at the tree of life?

<chosen> very much    <at-peace> he was there immediately seeking to steal, kill and destroy

<opentext> So if one allows enough distractions in, it will not be long before they begin to take their place in the vine for granted, and forget their source of life and nourishment.

<opentext> So we can see why one must be mindful of the fact that God chastens and rebukes those whom He loves. He knows when we put the graft in jeopardy, and tells us how to get rid of the distractions and temptations that could weaken and eventually dislodge the graft.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told, that we can do all things through Christ, who is our strength. And this is able to happen only as one stays firmly and solidly grafted into the vine.

<opentext> Recognizing that it is His strength and love that enables me to be an overcomer.

<opentext> So we can see from today's verse, that if one is seeking to please Father, they will be grateful of His great love and mercy that He has made available to them.

<opentext> For those that constantly complain about God, we know that they have began to question His wisdom, and this is not a good position to be in or be around. Evil communications corrupts good morals and manners.

<opentext> As we have talked about before, a little sliver verily visible to the eye may not seem like much at first, but if allowed to remain, how much damage can it do?

<chosen> very much… it could be enough to cut our air supply

<at-peace> a lot

<opentext> Enough to poison and kill the body. And though it's appearance did not cause great alarm at first, the end results could be devastating.

<opentext> Today, let us be mindful and appreciative of God's great love for us!
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