Bible Study Tuesday 2 April 2002 

Do you listen to man’s wisdom, before seeking God’s counsel?

1 Corinthians 2:5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. KJV


Here is the end mentioned for which he preached Christ crucified in this manner: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of man, but the power of God (v. 5)-- that they might not be drawn by human motives, nor overcome by mere human arguments, lest it should be said that either rhetoric or logic had made them Christians. But, when nothing but Christ crucified was plainly preached, the success must be founded, not on human wisdom, but divine evidence and operation. The gospel was so preached that God might appear and be glorified in all. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 


[That your faith should not stand] That the illumination of your souls and your conversion to God might appear to have nothing human in it: your belief, therefore, of the truths which have been proposed to you is founded, not in human wisdom, but in divine power: human wisdom was not employed; and human power, if it had been employed, could not have produced the change. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 


The Word tells us that one should seek first, the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. One must seek first that which is from above, and then how they can maintain that relationship with the Creator, by the righteousness afforded to us by and through Christ Jesus. After all, He is the Creator, therefore it is His laws and rules which govern how and why it (His kingdom) operates.

 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. (KJV)

 


[But of him are ye in Christ Jesus] Even the good which you possess is granted by God, for it is by and through him that Christ Jesus comes, and all the blessings of the Gospel dispensation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 


[Who of God is made unto us wisdom] As being the author of that evangelical wisdom which far excels the wisdom of the philosopher and the scribe, and even that legal constitution which is called the wisdom of the Jews, (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Righteousness enables one to stand before God in the court of divine justice, while sanctification equips one to serve him in the temple of divine service. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (KJV)

 


[For he hath made him to be sin for us] The Greek here is, `for him who knew no sin, he hath made sin, or a sin-offering for us. ' The design of this very important verse is, to urge the strongest possible reason for being reconciled to God. This is implied in the word [gar (grk 1063)] "for." Paul might have urged other arguments, and presented other strong considerations. But he chooses to present this fact, that Christ has been made sin for us, as embodying and concentrating all. It is the most affecting of all arguments; it is the one that is likely to prove most effectual. It is not indeed improper to urge on people every other consideration to induce them to be reconciled to God. It is not improper to appeal to them by the conviction of duty; to appeal to their reason and conscience; to remind them of the claims, the power, the goodness, and the fear of the Creator; to remind them of the awful consequences of a continued hostility to God; to persuade them by the hope of heaven, and by the fear of hell. (From Barnes' Notes)
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