JANUARY 29, 1998

opentext changes topic to "This gate of the Lord!  Psa. 118:19-24   BIBLE STUDY   IN PROGRESS"

opentext - Father, we thank you for this day, and come before your throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour, with praise and thanksgiving in and on our hearts. We ask Father, that you,  Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear all that you have for each of us here,  and Father we are quick to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory, and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.....

opentext - We have been talking this week, about how we get our day started....and what it is that controls our thoughts and mind

opentext - getting out of bed, and starting the day with the proper perspective. How much has that helped this week?

dave&mizpah  - greatly

at-peace  - a lot

renewed - a lot

opentext - What about during the work day, how do we conduct ourselves? how do we keep ourselves renewed by and with the Word of God?

at-peace  - Yesterday I found that I did a lot more than before.

renewed - by being attuned to Father's voice

dave&mizpah  - praying unceasingly

opentext - ok.....

at-peace  - to meditate on the Word so that we will know his voice... praying.

dave&mizpah  - by keeping these things always in remembrance (dave)


opentext - 1Thes 5:19-22


19Quench not the Spirit.


20Despise not prophesying.


21Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.


22Abstain from all appearance of evil.

opentext - how often during the work day, do we get pulled in by idle chat?

at-peace  - a few times.. not as much as before

renewed - not as much as I used to ...

dave&mizpah  - a few times

opentext - notice, that Paul tells us by the Holy Spirit, to abstain from all appearance of evil....why is this?

at-peace  - evil communications corrupt good morals

dave&mizpah  - evil communications corrupt good morals

opentext - exactly....if we do not set the example, why will they ever **ask** of the hope that is in us....

at-peace  - the more we get involved in the conversation the more the spirit is quenched, and we are putting a bushel over our light.

opentext - we are supposed to let **our** light shine....exactly Charlene

at-peace  - our morals become corrupt that quickly

opentext - And by starting our day out renewed in the Word, gives us the edge we need to resist those temptations, since we have been more mindful of Father, and all of His blessings this week, how much smoother has the work week gone?

at-peace  - so much better

dave&mizpah  - wonderful!

opentext - As we take the time to renew our mind, and remember that we are Father's representative here, we realize how vital our conduct is. Do we have any idea how many people are watching us that never say a word?

renewed - no, but there are lots

at-peace  - no, but as renewed said probably a lot.


opentext - Isa 33:15-16


15. He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; 
he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his 

hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from 
hearing of 
blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;


16. He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the 
munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his 
waters 
shall be sure.

opentext - sounds like be seated in heavenly places....doesn't it???

at-peace  - it sure does

dave&mizpah  - yes it does

opentext - Jesus Christ set the example for us to follow........we have to allow our light to shine as the beacon that will cause **one** more to ask of the hope that is with us

opentext - the more we renew our minds with things contrary to the Word, the further our morals decay.  It is then called compromise. 

at-peace  - we are made in his image and likeness

opentext - Thus, we see the importance of setting our priorities each and every day......of starting our day before our feet hit the floor....and then carrying that mindset for the rest of the day. How often during the work day, do people try to take advantage of us?

renewed - hmmm, some people do consistently ...

opentext - do we ever get tempted to get even?

at-peace  - not to many at my work that i have noticed

renewed - yes, the temptation is always there ...


opentext - Rom 12:17

17. Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.

at-peace  - no... satan puts those thoughts out but I have never acted upon them

opentext - this is why, if we learn to thank Father for all the little things, like a glass of water, a candy bar...all the things that we are blessed with throughout the day....it is much easier to have thee Word available when the attacks come. The more of the Word we take with us at the start of each day, the better prepared we will be for whatever the day brings. How many have ever gone on a picnic?

renewed - I have

at-peace  - i have

dave&mizpah  - i  have

opentext - How much of a food supply did you take with you?

renewed - way too much!

at-peace  - more than what is needed.

dave&mizpah  - bunch

opentext - Each day is kinda like a picnic....we need to take ample supplies along for the day....and can one ever have to much of the Word along?

dave&mizpah  - no

renewed - certainly not!

at-peace  - no... we should be taking more than enough with us. Actually Father gives us the amount that we need each day.

opentext - isn't it amazing...how we will over supply the flesh, and take sparingly for the spirit man

at-peace  - if we look to his Word on the day.

opentext - yes, Father gives us ample for the day, as we take the time to be prepared in the word...if we do not do our part, Father can not do His

opentext - @read 2timothy 2:15

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

opentext - when we study for Father's approval, we will then have the answer for every man that asks of the hope that is in us with nor reason to be3 ashamed. When the Word is rightly divided, then it gives life.....when used improperly, it will cut the people up

opentext - how do we set the proper example each day???

dave&mizpah  - by remembering we are in Christ, and acting accordingly...like He would act

at-peace  - that goes along with the verse that speaks of heaping coals .. not sure the verse.

at-peace  - by studying God's Word and allowing it to shine through unto others

opentext - Exactly Charlene.....allowing that glow of the Word...to shine through us

opentext - very good answers. Look at it this way also…if we do everything to please Father....our motives will always be pure

dave&mizpah  - @read Romans 12:20

Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.

opentext - Jesus Christ did everything to please Father what better example could we have

renewed - none

NowFaithIs -Looking to Jesus Christ as our example to us where He only spoke those words which the Father spoke and only did that which He saw the Father do.  The only way to be able to do that is to know the Word and have it operational in our lives.

opentext - it is when we see the boss at work instead of Father, that we are headed for trouble.

at-peace  - We should be seeing Father... in his likeness, in his image.

opentext - If we recognize that we are working unto Father....it will put a whole different emphasis on our motivation. 

renewed - yes, happened to me yesterday ... all over the place

opentext - The same with recognizing who signs our paycheck....if we see any signature other then Father's, what has happened to our focus?

at-peace  - it goes off Father, onto the world

dave&mizpah  - we are following the wrong person

renewed - our focus is on our ability, instead of Father's ...

opentext - so, constantly throughout the day, being mindful of who we serve

opentext - Phile 1:6

6. That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.

NowFaithIs - Even in our everyday responsibilities of being a mom and wife, husband and father, that we are doing it as unto Father and not as unto our spouse.

opentext - A verse like this, can keep us mindful of where our source is. How easy is it to give into the pressures around us?

NowFaithIs - very easy if we are not watchful

dave&mizpah  - sometimes, very easy

at-peace  - if our mind isn't renewed ... easily

opentext - the simplest little thing the devil can use to get in and trip us up. What frames our world around us?

at-peace  - our words

dave&mizpah  - our words

NowFaithIs - our words 

opentext - exactly....so we have to keep our thoughts controlled, so we do not put the wrong words on the scene to work against us. By starting the day off, with a mind renewed in and on the Word, will carry more into the day then most people realize, and once we get out into the day, we have to keep the Word there, so we have living waters available to quench **all** the fiery darts of the wicked

at-peace  - @read Philippians 1:6

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

opentext - what are some ways that we can keep our mind renewed during the day?

NowFaithIs - stopping and taking the time to hear Father in all things...before we speak ....while listening to someone talk....just constantly communication with Father

opentext - very good...being confident....of what has been started in us....how much does just a smile on your face make?

NowFaithIs - big difference

at-peace  - a big difference... your heart rejoices when you smile.

dave&mizpah  - complete difference

opentext - and how much reason do we have to smile?

NowFaithIs - ooh quite a lot to say the least!

dave&mizpah  - all the reasons in Christ....for all spiritual blessings

at-peace  - a lot... the most important reason of all Christ and Father.

opentext - so, a simple thing like a smile on our face, can brighten someone else’s day?

at-peace  - yes it can... cause Father is acknowledging the other person, whether we realize it or not.

opentext - what about a kind word?

NowFaithIs - I think just as what comes out of our mouth is a reflection of what is in our hearts....so is the appearance of our face...the eyes as the windows of the soul and the mouth expressing what our heart and mind is renewed in

at-peace  - they are words of life to someone else who may be struggling.

NowFaithIs - a kind word can go a long way 

opentext - exactly.....are we beginning to see how much we can do in each day, that can allow the light of Jesus Christ shine from us?

NowFaithIs - yes! :-)

dave&mizpah  - yes, absolutely

at-peace  - yes we are.

opentext - it all starts with the attitude that we start each day with...this is what will set our tone for the day. Little things that we can do, that mean so much to others....if we but take the time to hear Father to do something very simple, and very painless

NowFaithIs - absolutely

NowFaithIs - :-) yes!

You are now known as renewed

opentext - have you ever noticed how a kind word from someone can cheer you up?

NowFaithIs - yes!

at-peace  - yes 

renewed - yes

dave&mizpah  - yes

opentext - as we look at the gospels, we see Jesus Christ always having a kind word, for those the crowd was trying to push away from Him

opentext - @read Philippians 4:8

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

NowFaithIs - He pushed no one away, Himself

opentext - if we kept this verse operating in our mind each day....how much of a difference would it make for us?

NowFaithIs - have reminded myself of that verse whenever those not so pleasant thoughts creep in

dave&mizpah  - it make a vast difference in our lives and walk in Christ

NowFaithIs - big

opentext - anyone ever have there spouse come home from a day at work, and it was like turning a hungry lion loose in the house?

dave&mizpah  - yep

renewed - yes

at-peace  - earlier when we were talking of how our words frames

NowFaithIs - kind of

at-peace  - yes

opentext - do you think there mind was renewed with the above verse?

at-peace  - no

renewed - no

dave&mizpah  - not!

NowFaithIs - aaah no

opentext - so, if we can keep the Word of God alive in our hearts and minds during the day, what can we then have happen as the evening approaches?

NowFaithIs - when hubby comes home---the cares and anxieties of the world usually come with him, put those attitudes out?

dave&mizpah  - peace and contentment

opentext - @read 1john 4:4

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

opentext - Greater is He that is in us, then he that is in the world.........

NowFaithIs - amen

opentext - Rom 12:21

21Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

NowFaithIs - aaah, excellent verse

opentext - we have the ability to be the winner, if we but hold fast our profession of faith

NowFaithIs - that alone says so much

opentext - @read 2corinthians 2:14

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

at-peace  - by *us*

at-peace  - study to shew thyself approved

opentext - excellent Charlene

at-peace  - allowing our light to shine.... manifest the spirit of Christ

opentext - and, also notice....***always**

NowFaithIs - *in Christ*...we don't triumph apart from

opentext - @read Isaiah 54:17

No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.

opentext - we have to stay mindful of whom our righteousness is through

opentext - @read 2corinthians 5:21

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

NowFaithIs - yes and leave our own strength checked at the door!

opentext - we have to be mindful, that we are ambassadors.....that we are His representative…let people see and know today who you represent.....

opentext - Rom 8:1

1. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

opentext - The key is to maintain our walk in the spirit, keeping it in control rather then the flesh

opentext - do not let anyone else pull you down to their level

at-peace  - for if the spirit is in control the flesh will be in subjection

opentext - correct. Soar above the problems....don't be pulled down into the alligator pit.

NowFaithIs - Isa 40:31

31. But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

opentext - they that ***wait*** upon the Lord.....do we always wait for Father's answer

renewed - yes

NowFaithIs - we should

renewed - oops, mean we should

at-peace  - not always if we are not mindful of him.

opentext - when we wait for His answer, then we rise above the problems........

at-peace  - we tend not to be patient.

opentext - the trying of our faith works....patience....

NowFaithIs - absolutely, and it will be in His time which is the right time

at-peace  - @read psalms 37:7

Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.

opentext - sometimes, waiting for Father's answer is a bit ***trying***

NowFaithIs - lol

opentext - don't we sometimes want to ask Father to hurry up?

dave&mizpah  - absolutely

at-peace  - yes

NowFaithIs - ayup!

opentext - Isa 26:3-4

3. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

4. Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:

opentext - when we rest in the Lord, we will have patience to wait for His time.....and not our own

dave&mizpah  - and our spirit won't get near as tired (miz). And it goes along with being confident with the work He has already began in us  (dave)

at-peace  - or allow the flesh to get all in a tizzy.

opentext - remember, that it says that we wrestle not against flesh and blood.....it is always spiritual.....some of the results may carry over to the flesh, but it always begins in the spirit

opentext - James 4:7

7. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

NowFaithIs - that is sometimes hard to remember

opentext - yes, because we always want to be ***right***

NowFaithIs - lol

at-peace  - if we rest in the spirit... the flesh will also rest.

opentext - exactly....

NowFaithIs - and if we are in the flesh---we cannot distinguish the difference

opentext - it removes the turmoil....the doubts...the fear

opentext - @read 2timothy 1:7

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

opentext - power = Christ

opentext - love  =  for God so loved the world He gave

opentext - sound mind = when we keep in mind the first two

NowFaithIs - sound mind 

NowFaithIs - 1 Cor 2:16

16. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

opentext - when we rely on the soundness of His Word, we will have a sound mind

at-peace  - there are so many people out there that think they have a sound mind.

opentext - haha....and you should hear some of the sounds

at-peace  - lol

renewed - yes, just attend an Ethics Committee Meeting with all the philosophers ...

opentext - okay, tomorrow, we will bring to conclusion, the end of the first day......

opentext - any questions?

renewed - 2 Cor 2:14

14.  Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us In every place.

renewed - what does savour mean?

opentext - 3744  osme (os-may');

opentext - from 3605; fragrance (literally or figuratively): 

at-peace  - i would like to share something. Earlier we talked to about our words frame our world... I was looking for Hebrews 11:3 when i found Phile 1:6.

at-peace  - @read Hebrews 11:3

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

at-peace  - i wanted to get that out.

