29 September 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship together to share and partake of the heavenly manna that you have prepared for us and pray that we will be attentive to your wisdom and counsel that everywhere and in all things we will be instructed by you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:4, Who are you to pass judgment on and censure another's household servant? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he shall stand and be upheld, for the Master (the Lord) is mighty to support him and make him stand. AMP

 

<opentext> Those that are weak in the faith, we are to receive. Yet, when this happens, how easy is it for people to think more highly of themselves then they ought?

<chosen> when they operate through pride, rather than being a humble servant

<at-peace> when one forgets what manner of man they were at one time

<opentext> One has to remember, to remain mindful of the fact that it is His church; that it is His flock. Yet, don't people have the tendency to become over protective of others within the body of Christ?

<at-peace> yes     <h-m> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> Isn't this especially true for parents? And isn't that when parents become overbearing in their children's lives?

<chosen> yes     <h-m> yes it is     <at-peace> yes

<opentext> One is able to do "all" things through Christ who should be the One who strengthens them. Yet, at times people think that they are the one's with the answers, rather then only being a messenger. So how can one avoid this kind of thinking?

<chosen> remaining a servant, knowing that without Christ we can do nothing of any good

<at-peace> by remaining humble in heart and mind knowing that God is in charge and pray…meaning that the prayer of a righteous man availeth much

 

<opentext> Rom 14:5,  One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. KJV

 

<opentext> Now if one is able to recall, at one time or another in our lives, we esteemed one day above another.  Now, what would happen if a person only fed their physical body one day a week, and starved it the other 6?

<at-peace> one would become weak and feeble  <chosen> they would die  <h-m> exactly

<opentext> Now even when we did esteem one day above another, were you really cognizant of the fact that this relationship with the Father through Christ Jesus, was essential nutriment for the soul and spirit of man?

<h-m> not when i was still on the milk of the word...i was yet carnal

<chosen> not to start off with, but His daily manna is what we need moment by moment, every day of every week

 

<opentext> So you acted and reacted because of what others were doing. You followed the example of what you thought were believers. But, eventfully you were able to establish that relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ, and began to understand the need for that spiritual nutrition that can only come from Father and His Word.

<opentext> Eventually, you began to understand how and why you were responsible for your own salvation, and what it required to continue in that relationship with Him.

<opentext> Yet, even in light of all of the wisdom, knowledge and insight, how easy is it to let this counsel, this instruction slip?

<h-m> very easy to let the body slip back into the ways and cares of this world

<at-peace> if one is not remaining attentive their own relationship first then it will be easy

<chosen> it is up to us to study each day for Father's approval, and continue in prayer with Him throughout each moment, if we neglect a day with Him then we will slip

<opentext> So we can see then why Paul says that each person has to be fully persuaded within their own mind, to do those things that are pleasing to Father. Yet, how often is it that people do things because of peer pressure? That they act or react because of what others are doing?

<chosen> it doesn't matter what anyone else does or says, if we are focused on only pleasing God, His approval is all we need

<h-m> when one is not grounded and settled in the word, or are but they have neglected to keep the light bright within them, it is easy to react to the cares of this world

<at-peace> whenever one is not fully persuaded or confident or have not learned yet how to resist in a particular area in their walk where they may be weak

<opentext> His people perish for a lack of knowledge! When one listens to people, instead of the voice and counsel of God, they put their own relationship with the Father at risk. Christ is the wisdom and knowledge of God. So the more intimate that we are able to become with God, the more first hand knowledge and insight we are able to obtain from Him, and develop in our relationship with Him and in Him.

<opentext> It is then that one is able to understand that this [now faith] is the day that the Lord has made, and when i am able to remain mindful that it is because of His purpose and plan for reconciliation that i am able to fellowship with Him, to become a part of His very family, but that it is dependent upon me maintaining that right relationship with Him.

<opentext> Then, when i am mindful of what it took for restoration of this relationship, this fellowship, then i can rejoice in that which Father instructs me in, and feeds me with this day.

<opentext> It is when a person is in this type of relationship with the Father, they are mindful of the fact that He is the Master, and yet want everyone else to have this same peace and contentment that they have in their life.

<opentext> This is the example that Jesus Christ set [the forerunner] for us to follow after. By continual and constant fellowship with the Father, He had the strength and ability through the Spirit of Christ to be that example, as well as doing only those things which pleased the Father.

<opentext> This is the day which the Lord has made, are you able to rejoice and be glad in it? Something one needs to remain mindful of.
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