Bible Study Tuesday 29 October 2002

 

Does one really comprehend what God means when He says that without faith it is impossible to please Him?

 

Hebrews 11:6 But where there is no faith it is impossible truly to please Him; for the man who draws near to God must believe that there is a God and that He proves Himself a rewarder of those who earnestly try to find Him. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

Where there is no faith, that is, where there is no belief, no trust, no reliance in the Message delivered by and through the Word of God, Christ, it is impossible to please, gratify, or satisfy the Creator of all.

 

It is when one seeks Him with all of their being, that He then is able to reveal Himself to them. For only then, have they yielded to Him, so that He may lead and guide them into the realm of His Spirit.

 

The same thing is true of God. He cannot be pleased with the man who has no confidence in him; who doubts the truth of his declarations and promises; who does not believe that his ways are right, or that he is qualified for universal empire. The requirement of faith or confidence in God is not arbitrary; it is just what we require of our children, and partners in life, and friends, as the indispensable condition of our being pleased with them. (From Barnes' Notes) 

 

Observe, The practical belief of the existence of God, as revealed in the word, would be a powerful awe-band upon our souls, a bridle of restraint to keep us from sin, and a spur of constraint to put us upon all manner of gospel obedience. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Galatians 5:6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. (KJV)

 

[For in Jesus Christ] By the dispensation of the Gospel all legal observances, as essential to salvation, are done away; and uncircumcision, or the Gentile state, contributes as much to salvation as circumcision or the Jewish state; they are both equally ineffectual; and nothing now avails in the sight of God but that faith made active, or energetic, by love. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

God acknowledges no faith, as of the operation of his Spirit, that is not active or obedient; but the principle of all obedience to God, and beneficence to man, is love; therefore faith cannot work unless it be associated with love. Love to God produces obedience to his will: love to man worketh no ill; but, on the contrary, every act of kindness. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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