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<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and opportunity to fellowship and serve you in spirit and in truth and to encourage one another to remain grounded and settled on the path that leads home to you that this day you would receive all the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.
<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament
Romans 15:1  As for us who are strong, our duty is to bear with the weaknesses of those who are not strong, and not seek our own pleasure.
<opentext> Now some may assume that they are strong in the faith because of that which they have been taught or assume. But one has to remain mindful that the only way to have strength and power that stays in agreement with God is by and through Christ Jesus.
<opentext> How often is it that people look up to those who have power and authority according to this world?
<greg> if they see a consistent pattern in their life, of walking according to the truth, then one would be apt to look at those
<at-peace> when one doesn't have confidence in their own walk
<chosen> many do when they seek to please man instead of God
<opentext> Now Paul says that those who are strong in the Lord, based in and on the power of His might, are to help or assist those that are a bit feeble in and of the mind.
<opentext> But, how often is it that those that are struggling even want help, let alone admit that they may have missed the mark?
<greg> with many, they are still looking for shortcuts, thus the struggles, and are not willing to press toward the mark of the prize, seeking a smoother path
<at-peace> if pride gets in the way there will be a fall coming
<chosen> Father can and will help them if they are open to receiving His instructions, why we must daily be seeking to grow closer to Him hearing His voice
<at-peace> few are willing to humbles themselves before God and admit that they have missed the mark
<opentext> Thus we can see why it is vital that one seeks first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness for their own life, before they can be of any benefit to those whom they are around.
<opentext> We see many people out there today claiming to know the truth and the way, but lack the love and knowledge of Christ.
<opentext> The other thing that one has to consider here, is on how people consider those who are strong. How many people at the time of Jesus Christ, would have thought He was strong by Him allowing the Jews and Romans to put Him to death?
<greg> so true, many thought he would be the one to overthrow the Romans, and set up a kingdom here on earth, but He was willing to humble Himself unto the death of the cross
<at-peace> Mark 15:30-31, 30 Save thyself, and come down from the cross. 31 Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save. (KJV)
<chosen> they wouldn't have..... Christ is our strength, so only those doing as Christ did, can be strong in Him
<at-peace> they mocked Him while He was on the cross
<opentext> So how is it then that we can consider those who are strong in the Lord? And how do we then know if they are doing that which the Lord has asked of them, since we can already see that so often our standards of judging are still based in and on the principles set forth by the lower nature?
<chosen> discerning that which is good and that which is evil, by God's standards only, not any man's opinions
<greg> letting the peace of God rule, if it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness, and their walk and talk is edifying, then i know they are of Father
<at-peace> those who continue in the faith grounded and settled pressing toward the mark.... we are to judge a righteous judgment, trying the spirits whether they are of God and discerning between good and evil
<opentext> And if those whom one is trying to assist are as Paul describes as being a bit feeble of mind, how will they hear?
<greg> by being the example of the believers can speak loudly to those that are seeking
<chosen> we shall know them by their fruit, weighing everything against His Word
<at-peace> by the grace of God
<opentext> What condition were we in before we came to and surrendered to the Lord? Weren't we also a bit feeble of mind as well? So when the Word was presented to you, what was it that made a difference in your life?
<chosen> the Holy Spirit working within me
<greg> allowing something living, and powerful, sharper than any two edged sword, to enter in and remove the doubts and fears of my old feeble nature
<at-peace> the eyes of my understanding being enlightened to the truth and love of God
<chosen> he who seeks will find
<opentext> So it was the Word of God that reached your heart and mind, that began to bring peace to an unrestful soul. Though an earthen vessel was used, it was the Word that brought the life changing power.
<opentext> Yet, how often when God asks something of us, does one try to analyze the situation, rather then just allowing themselves to be a vessel used to deliver His grace and power?
<greg> that definitely can be a hindrance if left unchecked and not cast down, Father certainly does not need my help or advice, so like Job, there are times I need to put my hand to mouth, and give it a rest
<at-peace> whenever one gets ahead of Father and allows self to get in the way instead of listening on how to present that wisdom from above as needed
<chosen> yes as greg said, and allowing Father to lead my words when sharing with others
<opentext> So we can see then in order for one to be strong in the Lord, that they have to be operating in and by His law of faith. That one has to remain humble so that they are able to be used by the Master for His work and His purpose. Not questioning that which He may ask of us, but doing as Jesus Christ did to set the example for us to follow after.
<opentext> He only did those things which He saw the Father do; and only spoke those things which He heard the Father speak. Thus we can see how and why His ministry was so successful according to Father's purpose and plan.
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