Bible Study Wednesday 29 May 2002

 

Earlier in the week, we saw that we are to acknowledge Him in all of our ways, and then our path will be directed. What would happen if you were missing part of the map? 

John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. KJV
[In all thy ways acknowledge him] Begin, continue, and end every work, purpose, and device, with God. Earnestly pray for his direction at the commencement; look for his continual support in the progress; and so begin and continue that all may terminate in his glory: and then it will certainly be to thy good; for we never honour God, without serving ourselves. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

It is only as one can acknowledge Him as the vine, their total source, that one is able to draw or receive totally from Him. All too often, one does not consult God until after they have begun the task given them. They forget, that without Him, they can do nothing. It says to acknowledge Him in all of our ways, not just some; or the ones that we think or deem to be necessary or important.

 

Separated from me, ye can do nothing at all. God can do without man, but man cannot do without God. Following the metaphor of our Lord, it would be just as possible to do any good without him, as for a branch to live, thrive, and bring forth fruit, while cut off from that tree from which it not only derives its juices, but its very existence also. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Paul says it quite well in his letter to the Romans, that if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, it is impossible to be one of His. It is not enough for one to say that they know Him, but they must also be a part of Him.

 

Note, Union with Christ is a noble principle, productive of all good. A life of faith in the Son of God is incomparably the most excellent life a man can live in this world; it is regular and even, pure and heavenly; it is useful and comfortable, and all that answers the end of life. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. (KJV)

 

Note, We have as necessary and constant a dependence upon the grace of the Mediator for all the actions of the spiritual and divine life as we have upon the providence of the Creator for all the actions of the natural life; for, as to both, it is in the divine power that we live, move, and have our being. Abstracted from the merit of Christ, we can do nothing towards our justification; and from the Spirit of Christ nothing towards our sanctification. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

That not only unregenerate men do labour under an impotency to that which is spiritually good, but even disciples themselves, without daily dependence upon Christ, and without constant communications of grace from him, can do nothing in a lively and acceptable way and manner unto him: Without me ye can do nothing; you that are branches of me the true vine. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

It is only by abiding within Him, that one is able to maintain the true light, the true source of all that is good. One’s total dependency must be in Christ, anything else is not exactly. Who will you allow to be your source this day?
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