29 March 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you that this is the day that you have made, and provided us with the perfect example to follow, giving us your spiritual seed which enables us to grow up into your Son, and walk on the path of life ordained by you before the foundation of the world through the one mediator between God and man, Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:2, And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. KJV

 

<opentext> Stop and ponder for a moment, that you are where you are in your relationship with God this day, because you finally quit looking to other people for answers, and finally sought out a relationship with God for yourself.

<opentext> You, had to prove or examine the truth for yourself. You had to make that choice to follow Him.

<opentext> And when did this begin to happen or transpire in your life? When you quit conforming to this world, but rather allow His Word to begin to bring about change in your life.

<opentext> We are to continue to grow up into Him in all things(Eph 4:15). Yet, how often does a person only think that they need God's help in only certain areas of their life?

<greg> when i set my affection on things above, and allowed the things here to decrease in importance

<disciple> have done that in the past, when my confidence began to grow, rather than my trust in Father

<chosen> i need Him in every area, otherwise that area of my life is a mess

<opentext> So then the more one's informed or intelligent fellowship with the Father increases, the more one will seek His will and way for guidance in their life?

<disciple> yes     <at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes     <helpmate> yes

<opentext> So then the more one seeks to do His will [to be delivered from our sins, conformation to this world, and placing our total dependence in and on God, by being delivered from the evil of this present world] the more one will desire that their relationship with God will grow, will mature.

<opentext> Yet, if one does not keep the mind renewed, and prove that He and His Word is true, how easy is it to allow the influences of this world to enter in again?

<disciple> very easy...something is going to renew your mind...whether it be the Word from Father, or the word from the world

<at-peace> a little leaven if allowed in can leaven the whole lump(Gal 5:9)
<chosen> very easy

 

<opentext> Col 2:2-3, 2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. KJV

<opentext> In Him are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. So it is as one seeks Him, that they are able to gain God's insights on all that He may ask of you, so that you will have that confidence in His purpose and plan for you.

<opentext> Now people keep looking for all of these codes or such things that they think are hidden within the Bible(John 5:39-40), and because the world seeks out these things, they end up on an endless search, because all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid in Christ.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one get pulled in by these gimmicks and such that the world gets trapped in?

<disciple> most of the people do, because they are restless...not having peace, because they reject the truth

<chosen> many do, every day

<helpmate> because they have not kept their mind renewed in the truth of His word

<opentext> As long as you are taking someone else's word on who or what God is, can or will your relationship, fellowship with Him ever grow or mature?

<helpmate> no     <disciple> no     <chosen> no

<opentext> Why not?

<helpmate> because you are not personally involved with Him, you never get to know Him for yourself

<chosen> you will not be spending intimate quality time with Father getting to know Him

<disciple> out of sight, out of mind...when we don't go to Father, our mind begins to forget His righteousness and concentrate on our own...ish

<opentext> So as Paul tells us, that it is up to us, the individual, to examine, to prove out what is that good, and perfect and acceptable will of God in and for our life, and not pattern ourselves after a dying world.

<opentext> To know the love of Christ, which far surpasses the knowledge of this present world, so that one might be filled with all of the fulness of God(Eph 3:19).

 

<opentext> Phil 1:9-10, 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; KJV

 

<opentext> That you may approve the things that are excellent, because you have allowed His love to grow in you, because you have sought out a more mature and intimate relationship with Him, because your mind has been renewed in and on His Word.

<opentext> When we stop and study the Word together like this, it seems so simple. So why then does one have so many problems maintaining that right relationship with Him?

<disciple> they don't carry the Word with them, meditating on it day and night (Psalms 1:2)
<opentext> Let us remember the analogy, that if you have problems with your washing machine, are you going to read your car manual to try to find out what the problem is?

<helpmate> no     <disciple> no

<opentext> Why not?

<disciple> because it's not the source of knowledge for our washing machine

<helpmate> a washing machine does not operate like a car does

<opentext> So then what happens when people go to the world, to seek out answers for their spiritual relationship with God?

<chosen> they are given incorrect second hand knowledge

<disciple> they get the wrong answers

<at-peace> faulty information that would cause faulty results in our spiritual relationship with God

<helpmate> you are never sure what you are going to get from them…truth...part truth...or a full lie……because they do not know either!!

<opentext> It is up to you, to prove what God's good and perfect and acceptable will is for YOU! How? By studying to show yourself approved unto Him, because you have taken the time and put forth the effort to rightly divide His Word of truth (2Tim 2:15).

 
1 Cor 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. (KJV)

.....conformity to God and not this world

….do not let this world influence who you are in Christ!

….and continue to press toward the mark
Eph 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. (KJV)
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