29 June 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for making it possible for us to have this time of fellowship in your Word to hear that which is able to strengthen and nourish us through this day... we thank you for your love for us and that you are always faithful to your Word, and we pray that we will be faithful to you this day through your power, wisdom and love, Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 8:9-11, 9 But if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be thinking more of yourself than of him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but clearly present God, the Spirit of Christ, won't know what we're talking about. 10 But for you who welcome him, in whom he dwells - even though you still experience all the limitations of sin - you yourself experience life on God's terms.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> As a person grows in the understanding of the mystery of the Christ, it becomes easier and easier to understand what God's message is behind the message, yet, those who do not have the Spirit of Christ abiding within them, react to observations we may say, as being just a bit far out. And yet, do you always take that into consideration when addressing them, or do you continue to try to explain it to them?

<miz> at times, i forget that they cannot understand what i am saying, because they don't know Christ Jesus

<at-peace> in times past  have tried to get them to understand

 

<opentext> I like the way that the Message says, that we have welcomed God, and His Christ into our life, according to His terms. Just as with any binding contract, one must follow the terms for the contract to remain in force.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that a person does not heed the terms of the contract for adoption, and then blame God when things go awry in their lives?

<miz> most people do that

<chosen> when not willing to admit they have fallen short

<at-peace> many blame God for their dismay

 

<opentext> The experience of life in His Spirit. This is what manifests within one's life, when they allow His Spirit to maintain residence there. The reality of life in the Spirit.

<opentext> And yet, we have to continue to emphasize, that this can only transpire in one's life, when they continue to follow the terms and conditions of the law of faith. That is, being one who lives the Word, not just talks about it.

<opentext> How often does it happen, that one will be mentally aware of what the terms are, nod in agreement with them, and yet fail to allow them to become active in their life?

<chosen> i sometimes fall short in that

<miz> when one does not allow Father to be a partner in their salvation, they fall short of the terms, even though they know them

 

<opentext> And if we think back a few verses, that led into where we are now, that the Williams translation talked about living in and on the plane of the Spirit, and not in and on the plane of the lower nature. Operating in God's terms, will place one in the plane or realm of His Spirit, refusal to follow His terms, will likewise place one under the control of the lower nature. And those that are operating in and under the terms of the lower nature, are not able to, they are incapable of pleasing God.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:9-10, 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. KJV

 

<opentext> We are NOT supposed to be in the flesh, yet, how easy is it for the flesh to gain the upper hand, if one does not continue in, stay in the Word, regardless of the external circumstances?

<miz> very easy  <at-peace> very easy .. one choice away   <chosen> very easy

 

<opentext> Thus, we can see why Paul said that it is a constant battle, to keep under the body of the flesh, in order to keep it in subjection to the Spirit of Christ. Learning by the counsel of His Word, how to live in, and maintain life in the Spirit.

<opentext> In everything we are supposed to give thanks. If one is always seeking Father's insights, won't they always have the solution then for whatever they may be facing?

<miz> yes               <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> So then, why don't we always maintain that attitude of gratitude, so that the Spirit of Christ can have the right-of-way in our life?

<miz> maybe taking for granted what we have been given at times, we can become complacent

<chosen> when we are not content in all things, taking His love for granted, and failing to love Him with all our heart

 

<opentext> Think of all of the contests that the world puts on to lure people, and all of the fine print that they put under the terms and conditions hoping to get most of the people to error, so that they do not have to give out or award any of the prizes.

<opentext> But God is not this way. His terms and conditions for salvation [adoption into His family] are very plain, and very forthright, they are easy to be understood, when the lower nature is kept out of the decision making process.

<opentext> Thus we can see the importance of one maintaining their walk in the Spirit, their focus only in and on pleasing God, and ignoring what the world is doing and any comments it may make, or aspersions that it may cast.

<opentext> Each and every step that one takes in and on the strait and narrow path, they have to be sure that they are not in the flesh, but rather living and operating in His Spirit, in full compliance with Father's terms and condition for maintaining that new life in Christ.

<opentext> Today, giving God your best, your all, to remain in full compliance with the terms of His law of faith!
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