Bible Study Monday 29 July 2002

 

Adoption: the nature and condition of the true disciples of Christ, who by receiving the Spirit of God into their souls become the sons or children of God. (Thayer’s)

 

2 Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. KJV

2 Peter 1:4 It is through these that He has given us His precious and glorious promises, so that through them, after you have escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of evil desires, you may come to share in the divine nature. (William's New Testament)

 

How do you escape the corruptions of this world? Isn’t it by leaving the family and ties of this earth behind, and being adopted by God, and becoming a member of His family?

 

Note also, that there is a lust or desire to remain in communion with them (the corruption that is a part of this world), to remain a part of them. Have you forgot that a house divided cannot, it will not stand? How much leaven does it take to affect, effect, and infect the whole of the lump?

 

[That by these ye might be partakers] The object of all God's promises and dispensations was to bring fallen man back to the image of God, which he had lost. This, indeed, is the sum and substance of the religion of Christ. We have partaken of an earthly, sensual, and devilish nature; (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The design of God by Christ is to remove this, and to make us partakers of the Divine nature; and save us from all the corruption in principle and fact which is in the world; the source of which is lust, irregular, unreasonable, inordinate, and impure desire; desire to have, to do, and to be, what God has prohibited, and what would be ruinous and destructive to us were the desire to be granted. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Ephesians 5:31-32 “FOR THIS REASON A MAN IS TO LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER AND BE UNITED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BE AS ONE." 32 That is a great truth hitherto kept secret: I mean the truth concerning Christ and the Church. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

We are able to see within the Word, all of these different comparisons on how we are married to the Lord, that is we take on a new name, a new family. Just as adoption takes us out of our old family, and places us in the family of God.

 

Lust, or irregular, impure desire, is the source whence all the corruption which is in the world springs. Lust conceives and brings forth sin; sin is finished or brought into act, and then brings forth death. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

This destructive principle is to be rooted out; and love to God and man is to be implanted in its place. This is every Christian's privilege; God has promised to purify our hearts by faith; and that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so shall grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life; (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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