29 January 2004 Thursday Bible study. 

<at-peace> Father, thank you that your grace is sufficient for all that we have need of to hear and receive this day that will enable us to remain faithful and continue on the strait and narrow path home to you. Thank you for this time of fellowship through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 <opentext> Rom 4:6 Thus David congratulates the man and pronounces a blessing on him to whom God credits righteousness apart from the works he does: 7 Blessed and happy and  to be envied are those whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered up and completely buried. AMP

<opentext> It is a fact that we are saved by grace through faith. And i know Father has me say it often enough, but it is something that we have to be ever mindful of.

<opentext> It is very easy for the lower nature to want to try to take credit for the gift that God has made available to us.

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified says in verse 7...those whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered up and completely buried. As we are baptized or buried into His death, so that we can be risen with Him.

<opentext> Rom 4:8 Blessed and happy and  to be envied is the person of whose sin the Lord will take no account nor reckon it against him. AMP

<opentext> Now, if one talks about the grace and mercy of the Lord, but never becomes a partaker of it, what good does the Message do for the person?

<chosen> no good     <h-m> none at all   <disciple> none

<d-h> j: none, we must be a doer of His word 

<opentext> How often do people think that because they are of a certain affiliation of the lower nature, that for some reason it gives them favor with God?

<disciple> nothing aside from pleasing Father is of any value

<h-m> that is the way that most of them are

<chosen> those that think Christ can be divided

<opentext> How easy is when looking in from the outside, is it to be envious of what a person in grace has, and yet never do anything about it?

<h-m> most of them are hearers only, not doers

<chosen> most won't take the effort to seek it out

<opentext> People are always envious of that which they see others have. We hear people often talk about those that are in the Bible, and to be envious of the relationship they have with God, but never have the confidence to know that it is available for them as well. 

<opentext> And, if most are honest with themselves, often times see what those in the body have, but never think it is available, or attainable for them.

<opentext> And then do they use this as an excuse not to seek the deep things of God?

<opentext> How often have you thought that God plays favorites?

<h-m> we know that He is no respecter of persons.....but....without the spirit of Christ, he is none of His

<disciple> some won't make the effort, and use things as an excuse, but Father is not a respecter of persons

<at-peace> God is not a respecter of any mans person, but man can be

<opentext> And yet, doesn't God in fact, favor those that are in Christ?

<h-m> yes

<disciple> yes, blessings come to those who are obedient

<chosen> that is the only way we can please Him and fellowship with Him

<disciple> due to the individuals choice...He is willing to bless all that will follow Him

<opentext> Rom 4:8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. KJV

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it for the lower nature to think certain people or groups are more special then others?

<disciple> in the lower nature, one has a tendency not to trust all of Father's Word or follow it

<chosen> when we don't recognize His great love for us, personally

<opentext> Therefore, if "any" man be in Christ, they are a new creation! Old things are passed away, dead and buried! This is what brings about that special relationship [favor] with God. This is to whom God will not impute sin, as they are now an active participant in the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> Yet, how often how easy is it to forget or misplace the simplicity that is in Christ, and the Message that He has delivered to us?

<h-m> easy, that is why we have to keep our mind renewed in His word on a day to day basis

<disciple> yes, we sometimes make things more difficult, rather than accept the simplicity of the gospel Father has provided

<d-h> j: it can be easy

<opentext> If one sincerely seeks out and maintains their relationship with the Father by and through the Son, Christ Jesus, how can there be any room for jealousy; or misguided thoughts or actions?

<disciple> there can't be   <chosen> there wouldn't be

<chosen> we would then be content with who we are and where we are at

<d-h> j: if one keeps their eyes on Christ, there  won't be

<opentext> Each and every believer, has to have confidence in the work that Father has begun in "you". Maintaining that relationship you have with Father, by the grace and mercy that has been made available to "you".

<opentext> It is then that one can see the covering that they have in Christ, that places them in right-standing with God.

<opentext> Today, will "you" accept, will "you" walk in, all that God has made available to you? [Quit looking at what Father has others doing.]

<at-peace> yes  <disciple> yes   <chosen> yes with joy  <davek> yes  <d-h> j: yes 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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