29 December 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us in your Word and in and through all things that will encourage and strengthen us in our walk and relationship with you giving you all the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

[05:02] <opentext> Rom 10:17-18, 17 So then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. KJV

<opentext> Faith is by hearing, and one's hearing the Message delivered by Christ. Yet, one must remember what Paul said, that there are many voices out there in the world (1Cor 14:10), so one must know what or whom it is that they are hearing.

<opentext> How often is it, that who or what it is we may be hearing something through, will determine how well it is that we may listen or be attentive to? [Again, think back to Baalam, and how he ignored the counsel put forth to him through a jackass (Num 22:18-35)].

<at-peace> at times Father needs to use other means to get through to one 

<opentext> Does one sometime limit God, by only wanting to hear God through certain people, or when they are at certain places, or in certain situations?

<disciple> sometimes want to hear the same way or through the same person at times

<opentext> Note again that in verse 18, Paul asks, have they not heard? If we looked at it more personal, one should read it, have we not heard? Too often we want to apply that which we read and hear to everyone else, and thus miss the counsel and instruction that is there for us as well.

<opentext> He sent His Word to all of the world, but in all actuality, it is far greater then even that statement.

<opentext> Heb 11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. KJV

<opentext> How often does one forget, that all that is around us, has been created, and held together by God's Word and His Spirit?

<at-peace> whenever one takes it for granted... probably more often than we should

<disciple> sometimes that gets taken for granted, rather than appreciated and thankful

<opentext> So we can then have a clearer insight as to why Paul said that all of creation proclaims the glory of God. But, if one is not able to hear His voice, won't they then try to find different explanations to try to explain the existence of all things?

<at-peace> yes   <disciple> yes   <chosen> yes

<opentext> So then if we are not aware of, and attentive to God's voice and Word in any and all situations, regardless of the location, isn't it possible that one can miss the wisdom, guidance and counsel that God has for them?

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> We know that faith is by hearing, giving audience to God and His Word; yet, if one fails to hear and recognize God in every and all situations, how apt are they to stray a bit from the strait and narrow path?

<at-peace> a little leaven can leaven the whole lump

<chosen> we would soon stray

<disciple> stray a little and then end up straying a lot

<opentext> What it comes down to, is that many people have not trained their ear to listen for and to hear the voice and Word of God at any and all times. So because of their ignorance, they limit or hinder God from being allowed to work in their life.

<opentext> So we can see how vital it is then one keeps their ears open and attentive to God's voice.  So what is the measure that one is putting forth to hear that which Father wants to share with us?

<chosen> we need to be seeking Him with our whole heart

<disciple> it should be the full measure for us to fully hear that which He speaks

<opentext> If there are not current problems; or a need or want that one has; will they be as apt to be listening to and for Father's counsel?

<disciple> should always, as He knows what we have need of before we ask, but that is not always the case

<opentext> Heb 5:11, Concerning this we have much to say which is hard to explain, since you have become dull in your [spiritual] hearing and sluggish [even slothful in achieving spiritual insight]. AMP

<opentext> Heb 5:11, I have a lot more to say about this, but it is hard to get it across to you since you've picked up this bad habit of not listening. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> So can we understand a bit more, why Paul told the people that they had become lazy in their hearing? Can we see how easy it is to develop bad habits as to hearing God's voice and counsel?

<chosen> yes  <disciple> yes   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Have you ever noticed how it is that one can learn to block out certain sounds.  Their sounds went to the end of the earth; yet, how good does one get at blocking out the wrong sounds [things they maybe should be hearing]? 

<disciple> the more one does it, the easier it becomes

<at-peace> whenever one leans to their own understanding they block out what they should be hearing

<opentext> Many times i have heard people say, that they would not have done something, if God would have said something to them. Could it be that maybe, just maybe, God did speak to them, but that they had blocked it out in that situation?

<at-peace> yes   <chosen> yes  <disciple> yes

<opentext> How well does one train themselves to ignore certain people, places or things, and in doing this, could one be ignoring Father's counsel?

<disciple> yes, with preconceived notions

<opentext> Today, let us develop our hearing, that we learn to be more attentive, tuned into Father's voice and Word, so that we do not limit Him in our lives.
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