29 August 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for blessing us with this time in your Word to learn more of you that will lead us into a deeper relationship with you as we seek a greater understanding of your truth. Thank you for your love and your blessings this day, that you freely give to us, we pray that we will reciprocate that love to you, through Christ Jesus your Son

 

<opentext> Rom 13:11,   Do this in particular because you know the present crisis, that it is high time for you to wake up out of your sleep, for our salvation is now nearer to us than when we first believed. (Williams NT)

 

<opentext> Rom 13:12, The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. KJV

 

<opentext> When is a crisis not a crisis?

<at-peace> never

<opentext> Though a crisis is always a crisis, do people always perceive a crisis as a crisis?

<at-peace> the only time a crisis becomes not a crisis is when one stops to hear Father's still small voice on the situation and the way of escape

<at-peace> no    <chosen> no

<opentext> So we can see then, that the danger presented by a crisis is always present, people do not always perceive the imminent danger.

<opentext> Even though we can see the present crisis that Paul talks about here in these verses, how many people are truly aware of this danger?

<at-peace> few    <chosen> not many

<opentext> So we know the present crisis is real, that it is there, so why can’t people see that? Why are they so blind?

<chosen> the flesh blinds their eyes, caught up in the circumstances

<at-peace> many have allowed the god of this world to blind them from seeing the ever present state of their soul

<opentext> Let us recall Mark 4:11, and how we are told that it is given for us to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; yet to all those who are outside of this understanding, what is it that is perceived by the people?

<opentext> Let us look at it this way for a moment; if a person is not down around the Louisiana coast right now, are they really able to perceive the crisis that is there at this time?

<chosen> no

<at-peace> from the sounds of the news there are not many who are

<opentext> In spite of all of the warnings given within the Bible as to what will happen for those who do not heed Father's message of love, is it really any different?

<at-peace> no, many are still wandering around ignoring the warnings thinking nothing will happen to me

<chosen> no

<opentext> Another aspect that also comes up: people have heard these warnings for so long, that they are no longer able to clearly perceive the present crisis.

<opentext> They become hardened or one might say immune to these warnings. Also, what happens when a person no longer sees the value in something that they possess?

<chosen> they will neglect it, toss it aside

<opentext> They will neglect it; they will take it for granted; they will assume that it is operational or functional, UNTIL they go to utilize it, and find that it is no longer in the proper working order. Then what is there response?

<chosen> they will look for someone to blame

<at-peace> frustration because it does not work 

<opentext> Just as we can see from some of Paul's writings, that the people were actually glad to see him depart at the time, but then what happened when the crisis became apparent to them?

<opentext> So the people blamed Paul while he was there, and then the people blamed him when he was gone and the crisis became apparent. They blamed everyone but themselves, for their lack of knowledge, for their ignorance.

<opentext> And even though people are not able for the most part, able to perceive the crisis that is at hand as far as the overall period of time concerning the world, what about the fact that each day that we are here, that one does draw closer to the time that one will depart this earth?

<at-peace> many are called but few see the urgency concerning their salvation each day

<opentext> And we can see that throughout the Bible that God has always warned the people of the impending crisis. That He gives us clear instructions on how to avoid that impending peril. Yet, how many really hear that which God is saying?

<chosen> few

<opentext> In most of Paul's epistles, isn't this what we see, that the people had become lazy in hearing and heeding Father's Message of love?

<at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> Today, we have the ability, the privilege of walking in the Light, and avoiding the impending crisis.
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