Bible Study Thursday 29 August 2002

 

<his> Father, thank you for the blessing to this time to assemble and hear, in and through Christ Jesus, the Word of Life that You know will each of us has need of to get of us through this day: the words that can fully prepare us to do all that You ask of us today.

 

<opentext> James 1:2-4, My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. (KJV)

 

<opentext> As we talked about a bit yesterday, often times when faced with adversity, one has the tendency to focus in and on the problem, rather then maintaining their focus in and on the truth of God's Word.

<opentext> This is where the believer has to develop and maintain a daily pattern of life, to where the Word is their first source for solutions, and not a last resort.

<opentext> The tendency for many, is to turn to God when all of their own reasonings fail. The believer has to learn and develop within their life, a consistency in the Word. That is that the Word becomes as natural a way of life, as how one breathes to maintain life itself.

<opentext> When is the last time that you had to remind yourself to breathe, to continue living?

<helpmate> have not had to  <chosen> never  <diligently> have not, had to  <his> never

<at-peace> can't recall ever having to do that

<opentext> So then, as we can see, it has become a natural way of existing for you, and it is automatic in your life. This is what one should strive for in their life;  that is, that the Word is an automatic response to whatever happens in one's life.

<opentext> Now, if one is focusing in and on the problems, in and on the attacks the devil may throw at one, what will the end result be?

<Faithful> confusion, will not be able to hear Father clearly

<his> will lose focus quickly and stray

<h-d> we are hearing the wrong voice

<opentext> Since we know that whatever is not in and of the truth of God's Word is a lie, that means one has given more credence to the lie, then to the truth, and thus the by-product in one's life will be a result of the lie, and not the truth. And when this happens, who does one blame for the problems that have arisen in "their" life?

<his> no one's fault but mine   <h-d> exactly   <h-d> it is our own fault

<opentext> In the opening verses from James, a key part of verse two that most overlook, is that "when ye fall into divers temptations". Yet, doesn't one most overlook, is that "when ye fall into divers temptations". Yet, doesn't one often want to blame God for the problems they are in?

<at-peace> most do

<Faithful> not so much anymore....realize I have no one to blame but myself for not hearing Father

<his> He has done all He can...did not understand that before

 

<opentext> Rom 8:18, For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Now, if one will recall, when the Lord gave us the outline for prayer in Matthew chapter 6, one of the verses says...And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

<opentext> So, when "we fall into temptations" (failing to trust and live God's Word) one has to remember immediately, that as Paul tells us, that He has delivered us from the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son.

<opentext> In other words, we need to get oneself again seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. One forgot to cast down the imaginations, and thus they pulled the person down. And that is when they are focused in and on the problem rather then the solution.

 

<opentext> If the glory that is to be revealed is the enjoyment of God Himself, then the sufferings of this life, which, when compared with eternity, are but as for a moment, are not worthy to be put in competition with this glory which shall be revealed in us. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

<opentext> And when is His glory revealed in us? Whenever one allows the Word to be first place in their life.

<opentext> What obstacle is there in life, that is not able to be overcome by God and His Word?

<Faithful> none   <h-d> there is none  <at-peace> nothing.... with God all things are possible     <his> there is none     <chosen> none

<opentext> Yet, how often does one tell God that they have this problem in their life...and that there is no way to overcome it? Or that they are not able to find the solution?

<Faithful> when we are leaning to our own understanding and not trusting Father

<at-peace> whenever we continue to focus on the problem and listen to the lies

<h-d> when someone says, i give up

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:14, Now thanks be unto God, which ​always causeth us to triumph in Christ​, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)

 

<opentext> The solution is so simple, that one often overlooks it first off. The key is to remain in Christ. Where is Christ? He is seated at the right hand of the Father. And as Paul tells us in Colossians chapter 3, that if we be risen with Christ, then we should be seeking those things which are above. And since there are no lies in heaven, then it is the truth of God's Word which one needs to be seeking.

<opentext> Today, will you rely in and on Christ to stay seated in Him?

<at-peace> yes    <his> yes    <h-d> yes   <Faithful> yes   <chosen> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study? 

<opentext> yes Charlene   <at-peace> a verse to share in reference to 2Cor2:14...

<opentext> ok

 

<at-peace> Col 2:15
And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. (KJV)

 

<at-peace> that verse stood out when reading the last part of 2Cor2:14... and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

 

<h-d> Rom 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that

 loved us.
(KJV)

 

<opentext> note: that in both of these verses just posted, that it is all based in and on God's love for us. So we can see that it all comes down to whether one will choose to reciprocate that love.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> something Father shared in Bible study last evening was that if we seek His counsel and be obedient to it we will have the advantage over our adversaries

<opentext> exactly, thus why Paul said that all scripture is given for our advantage. The Psalmist said, forever O Lord, thy Word is settled in heaven. Thus, where we need to be settled as well, if we want the victory that can only come through Christ.

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<his> o/

 

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<opentext> any other questions or comments   <his> o/   <opentext> yes graeme

<his> charlene's comment brought this to mind.....

 

<his>  No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD. isa 54:17 kjv

 

<opentext> All a matter of knowing who we are in Christ!
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