29 April 2005 Friday Food for thought!

Romans 12:8 if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that you don't get bossy; (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)


When one is encouraging others, that does not always mean though that the people are going to like what we have to say. Even though the encouragement may mean being stern, if one listens for Father’s words, then it is much more likely that the words will be received. A good example of this would be that you are not going to use a splitting mall to put in a finishing nail. 


Most people only want to be used for an encouragement when it is something easy to be delivered. Look at the life of Jeremiah, great wisdom, and insights within that book, yet were the words that Father had Jeremiah bring, always easy to be received by the people? Did they flock to Jeremiah to see what he had for them each day?

Jer 1:8-9 Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. (KJV)

James 3:17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure (undefiled); then it is peace-loving, courteous (considerate, gentle). [It is willing to] yield to reason, full of compassion and good fruits; it is wholehearted and straightforward, impartial and unfeigned (free from doubts, wavering, and insincerity). AMP

Prov 25:11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. (KJV)
Prov 15:1-2 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness. (KJV)

Be an encouragement today to those around you. Set the example of the believer in all that you say and do (1Tim 4:12-16). Be a doer of the Word and not a forgetful hearer (James 1:22-25). Let it be His words that come forth from our mouth this day, for those are the words that are able to encourage and build up. Food for thought! John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)
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Being swift to hear and slow to speak. (James 1:19)
