Bible Study Monday 29 April 2002
Just as germs or viruses can be carried and spread by people, they can by the same manner spread spiritual dissension as well.

 


Acts 14:2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren. KJV

Disaffected Gentiles, irritated by the unbelieving Jews, were likely to be the instruments of their trouble. The Jews, by false suggestions, which they were continually buzzing in the ears of the Gentiles, made their minds evil affected against the brethren, whom of themselves they were inclined to think favorably of. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

They not only took occasion in all companies, as it came in their way, but made it their business to go purposely to such as they had any acquaintance with, and said all that their wit or malice could invent to beget in them not only a mean but an ill opinion of Christianity, telling them how destructive it would certainly be to their pagan theology and worship; and, for their parts, they would rather be Gentiles than Christians. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Thus they soured and embittered their spirits against both the converters and the converted. The old serpent did, by their poisonous tongues, infuse his venom against the seed of the woman into the minds of these Gentiles, and this was a root of bitterness in them, bearing gall and wormwood. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

It is no wonder if those who are ill affected towards good people wish ill to them, speak ill of them, and contrive ill against them; it is all owing to ill will. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Evil communications, corrupts good morals or manners.

 

A little leaven affects the whole of the lump.

 

To disbelieve the word of God is to disobey God. (From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament)

 

The unbelieving Jews. Here, as elsewhere, there was division. Those who stubbornly rejected the gospel were filled with hatred and opposed in every possible way. As they could do nothing without the aid of the Gentiles in that Gentile city, they sought to prejudice them. (From People’s New Testament Commentary)

 

1 Peter 4:3-4 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: KJV

 

They wonder and are astonished at you, that ye can renounce these gratifications of the flesh for a spiritual something, the good of which they cannot see. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The best actions of religious people cannot escape the censures and slanders of those who are irreligious. Those actions which cost a good man the most pains, hazard, and self-denial, shall be most censured by the uncharitable and ill-natured world; (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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