January 28, 1998
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, that we can gather together to share your bread of life. We come before your throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. We ask Father that your Holy Spirit be our guide this day through your Word and we thank you for all the blessings that you have yet in store for us this day.

<opentext> Over the past few days, we have been slowly making our way out of the bed, and through the bathroom as we start the day. How has our attitude been the last few mornings, as compared to our past?

<NowFaithIs> much different

<at-peace> much better... more aware.

<renewed> eager ..

<dave-miz> better

<NowFaithIs> yes, less complaining and more thanking

<opentext> Have we had a better apprehension for the things that Father has for us each day?

<NowFaithIs> comprehension?

<renewed> apprehension?  more like anticipation

<dave-miz> appreciation

<opentext> yes...anticipating the things Father has for us

<NowFaithIs> comprehension, anticipation, appreciation, gratification....!!


<opentext> @read psalms 118:24


This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be 
glad 
in it.

<opentext> Our attitude towards the day, will make all the difference in the world as to how our day goes now that we are heading towards the breakfast table. What do most of us have to eat to start each day?

<at-peace> coffee...and later something to eat.

<NowFaithIs> nothing...usually

<renewed> me too ...

<dave-miz> nothing, just coffee


<opentext> John 4:31-33


31. In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, 
eat.


32. But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not 
of.


33. Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man 
brought him ought to eat?

<opentext> how many remembered to thank Father for their cup of coffee this morning?

<at-peace> I did!

<dave-miz> i did!

<renewed> don't have one :-)

<NowFaithIs> eeek! 

<opentext> We have to remember to be mindful each step of each day for all that we have been blessed with in our society, we even take for granted all the conveniences that 75% of the world does not have....such as the running water for a shower, not having to go out and break the frost in the outhouse. We have been blessed with so much, and yet forget to be thankful for it, because we take it for granted.

We assume that everyone else lives like we do since most of us here do not eat breakfast, what do we do to nourish ourselves for the day ahead?

<dave-miz> attend Bible study

<NowFaithIs> physically?

<at-peace> bible study

<renewed> eat of the living bread.

<opentext> and, why don't most of us here eat breakfast?

<NowFaithIs> not good to eat on an empty stomach!

<dave-miz> can't eat on an empty stomach

<NowFaithIs> lol

<renewed> not necessary, if the spiritual is fed ...

<at-peace> usually not hungry for food till later at work.

<opentext> hmmmm...where have i heard that before

<dave-miz> Father told us

<NowFaithIs> I usually don't feel hungry physically until after my spirit man has been well nourished in the Word

<dave-miz> me, either

<at-peace> same here

<opentext> a very good point michie......the less the physical man is in the way, the more our spirit man will comprehend

<dave-miz> @read Matthew 4:4

<Chatbot> (Matthew 4:4) -- But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

<renewed> was just looking for that scripture! lol

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<opentext> as we get into starting the day....what in our society, is one of our biggest enemies?

<at-peace> the flesh.

<dave-miz> the anticipation of the world...what we have to do that day

<renewed> lack of time ...

<NowFaithIs> in our society? our job/work

<opentext> yes...lack of time!!!!!! definitely

<opentext> We say that we never have enough time for everything

<at-peace> very true... we don't know when Father will call for us.

<opentext> Man puts and has schedules for everything

<renewed> sure know I do.

<NowFaithIs> day planners in all shapes and assortments!

<opentext> and what happens to our day, when we fail to keep our scheduled plans?

<at-peace> no day planner for me.. never know what the day will bring.

<NowFaithIs> we feel defeated and like a failure

<dave-miz> that is what most people call a bad day 

<renewed> well like this morning, I began to get anxious and frustrated 


<opentext> @read Philippians 4:6


Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
unto God.

<opentext> When we become anxious, then what happens next?

<NowFaithIs> we walk by fear and not by faith

<renewed> I start to get a real bad attitude ...

<NowFaithIs> our focused is directed to our physical circumstances

<at-peace> we allow ourselves to get upset and everything starts going in the wrong direction.

<opentext> So...we see the importance of keeping our focus on and in the word of God

<NowFaithIs> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> just want to share something that I shared with miz yesterday....one day I was "wasting time" driving around the city before taking Jimmy to school and I had thought that I had gone way out of my way to get to the school in time....

<NowFaithIs> I was on the highway and found myself speeding because I didn't think I would make it....Father said, "I will get you there in MY time"....I slowed down to the speed limit and set the cruise control....I made it there JUST in time!!!


<opentext> Isa 26:3-4


3. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee: because he trusteth in thee.


4. Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is 
everlasting strength:

<NowFaithIs> our concept of time and the lack thereof is not the same as Father's, is it?

<opentext> not at all


<opentext> Isa 57:19


19. I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is 
far off, and to him that is near, saith the LORD; and I will heal 
him.


<opentext> John 14:27


27. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.

<opentext> As our mind is renewed in and on the Word of God, there is a peace that passes all understanding. This is the importance of learning to be cognizant of all that Father blesses us with for as we learn to be thankful for **everything**, then Father will always be in our heart and on our mind remembering to thank Him for the glass of water...the cup of coffee, for the candy bar, for a snack. As we learn to recognize Father as our source for all, then we become more and more dependent on Him

<at-peace> @read Ephesians 5:20

Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

<opentext> Isa 26:3

3. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

<opentext> Notice in that verse......****whose mind is stayed  on thee*****

<opentext> @read Philippians 4:7

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Our attitude with how we start each day, is what will be in our heart, and on our mind. How often have we started the day with a **bad** attitude, and that was the central theme for the rest of the day?

<NowFaithIs> used to be very often

<renewed> see that every day at work ...

<NowFaithIs> have witnessed my husband doing that this week, speaking the words, "this day is going to stink" and sure enough....

<at-peace> yes, and I have found that when I am with Father in the mornings my day goes much better.

<opentext> Are we beginning to see the importance of how it is ***us***, who shapes how are day is going to go

<at-peace> I don't get rattled when a problem comes up... I handle it with a peace from Father.

<NowFaithIs> yes

<opentext> all to often, we want to blame someone else for our day that goes wrong

<renewed> yes, sure am

<opentext> it all comes back to what did we see in the mirror when we started this day out

<NowFaithIs> and we also wonder where is God?

<at-peace> you can't even blame Satan, because you have to allow that door open.

<opentext> exactly

<at-peace> I saw what Father has done with me and for me.

<opentext> It all comes back to how, and with what did we start our day off renewing our mind with. Also, between the Isaiah verse, and the Philippians verse....did you notice the difference?

<opentext> @read Isaiah 26:3

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

<opentext> @read Philippians 4:7

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

<NowFaithIs> definition of stayed - 5564  camak-

to lean, to lay, to rest, to support, to put, to uphold, to lean upon 

a) (Qal) 

1) to lean or lay upon, to rest upon, to lean against 

2) to support, to uphold, to sustain 

b) (Niphal) to support or brace oneself 

c) (Piel) to sustain, to refresh, to revive

<Rem> my wife and I always sing "This is the day that the Lord has made" kinda puts the day in perspective for us

<opentext> mind is stayed on thee - keep your hearts and minds

notice, the OT is minds......the NT is hearts and minds

<renewed> yes, because we have the Spirit of Christ in our hearts now <dave-miz> because we have the Holy Spirit in us and are born again

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> as we keep in Him...He keeps us

<opentext> @read Ephesians 2:6

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

<at-peace> the only way to keep our hearts and minds is thru God's Word.

<opentext> We often times forget the relationship we are capable of having with Father through Jesus Christ. If we keep fresh in our minds all day, that we are seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ....what can possibly mess up our day?

<dave-miz> nothing

<NowFaithIs> nothing

<at-peace> nothing

<renewed> being on earth ... I wanna be there

<opentext> Colossians 3:1-2

1. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

2. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

<opentext> this is why the way we start our day is so important.....and then, we must also carry it through the rest of the day. When we have that snack around 10am, do we remember to thank Father for it, even it is just a cup of coffee?

<renewed> not always :(

<dave-miz> well....

<at-peace> meditate on his word... I usually forget... and remember later and thank him.

<NowFaithIs> yes, me too, if I forget---I don't beat myself up---I just thank Him as soon as I remember

<opentext> Proverbs 22:6

6. Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

<opentext> Since we are all children of God, and each will learn till the day we get home.....we learn...and as michie said, we do not beat ourselves up when we forget, but put forth a better effort to remember next time. Anytime we blow it, ask Father for forgiveness, and then continue on the straight and narrow path

<at-peace> that is what I do also.. ask for his forgiveness

<opentext> once we ask for forgiveness.....it is forgiven and ***forgotten*** by Father

<NowFaithIs> absolutely, because if we do that---we are more apt to remember next time, if we do not---we abandon the whole thing and go *back* to the way we were

<opentext> @read 1john 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness

<opentext> Well, since we are about to get started in our day.....many of us have to leave home....and that means driving in a car. How do we handle this stress?

<at-peace> yup

<renewed> I'm verrrrrrrrry thankful for my vehicle :-)

<at-peace> let Father do the driving... you just hold the steering wheel.

<NowFaithIs> don't have to go too far in my car usually....but if I do, I am just mindful that Father is in the drivers seat and due to that---nothing can go "wrong"

<dave-miz> thank Father when we get into the car for allowing us a safe passage to where we are going

<NowFaithIs> me too, renewed :-)

<opentext> very good.....keeping all these things mindful...will help us from acting like most of the rest around us

<NowFaithIs> also, if we call it "stress" then that is what it will be

<opentext> having Bible tapes help immensely...keeping your mind renewed, so that you do not get pulled down to the other drivers level.

Knowing and recognizing that Father will get you there right on time....if you are operating in His will

<renewed> Yes I have NT on tape and listen to them going to and from work ... instead of the radio 

<NowFaithIs> I shut the radio off if not listening to tapes

<opentext> don't leave 20 minutes late, for a 30 minute trip, and expect to get there on time...

<NowFaithIs> when Father says go, get up and go!

<at-peace> the only way you can is if you let the world take over your time.

<opentext> We have to utilize our time wisely.........if Father is first, we will always be there right on time

<NowFaithIs> and also have enough time to get things done

<opentext> As we look at the Bible, we see that those that were serving God, always got there right on time....even though the external circumstances said otherwise. How can we keep the Word of God on our mind throughout the day?

<renewed> by having it in our heart ...

<NowFaithIs> yes, constant communication with Father....listening to and for Him

<dave-miz> meditate on the Word all day, and pray without ceasing

<at-peace> taking it with us.

<opentext> exactly.....keeping His Word first and foremost in our heart and on our mind, learning to see Father in all that is before us

<opentext> @read Philippians 1:6

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

<opentext> how often do we start the day confident, of that work which Father has started within us?

<NowFaithIs> not often enough

<at-peace> listening to Father... I heard that verse first thing this morning.

<opentext> @read Philippians 1:9

And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;

<opentext> Being confident.... as well as knowing that Father will not withhold any good thing from us....if we stay seeking Him

<dave-miz> @read Matthew 6:33

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

<opentext> We all ask Father to use us, and then when Father says **now**, then we get cold feet

<NowFaithIs> for Father seeketh such to worship Him in spirit and in truth, God is spirit and His word is truth

<NowFaithIs> :-/

<opentext> why are we getting our mind renewed each day?

<dave-miz> to build our faith for the day

<NowFaithIs> to present ourselves as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable....to prove His perfect will for our lives, to operate in His Word

<at-peace> so that we will look to Father for our guidance and seek the things from above...his kingdom.

<opentext> ok...what else

<renewed> to come into a knowledge of Him and prepare for the kingdom of heaven

<NowFaithIs> to be Christ like

<opentext> have you ever seen someone with a big grin on there face, when your day was not going so well?

<at-peace> to be able to stand, knowing our rights and authority.

<NowFaithIs> so that we can have an answer

<renewed> so others will ask the hope that is within us

<dave-miz> so that others will ask of the hope that is within us

<opentext> exactly!!!!! so the light of Jesus Christ will shine from us, and they will ask of the hope that is within us

<opentext> we should be the ones with that big ***grin*** on our faces

<renewed> sometimes when I'm on the computer and smiling ... people walk by and always ask me why I'm smiling ...

<opentext> and.....

<renewed> I tell them that the Lord just showed me something or told me something :-)

<NowFaithIs> I am feeding the baby right now....sorry for my slow response.

<opentext> so, we need to always be mindful of what the Lord has for us, so we know how to answer every man that asks of the hope that is within us sometimes. Father will have us be quiet other times He will have a response for us. It is all dependent on our hearing

<NowFaithIs> especially dave!

<opentext> yes...dave is swift to hear and slow to speak

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<opentext> sometimes **no response ** is the best answer.  What kind of confession did Jesus Christ give before Pilate?

<renewed> none

<at-peace> none

<NowFaithIs> a good one

<dave-miz> silence, which was a good confession

<opentext> exactly....and yet how often does the devil tell us that we need to respond?

<NowFaithIs> always

<dave-miz> every time somebody asks us and many times when they don't

<at-peace> every time someone asks

<NowFaithIs> my thoughts are not your thoughts.........

<opentext> If we start the day off hearing Father's voice, how much clearer does it stay for the rest of the day?

<renewed> a whole lot clearer ...

<at-peace> much clearer

<dave-miz> very clear

<NowFaithIs> "

<opentext> now as we go about our Father's business for the rest of the day, we have to keep an open heart to hear all of Father's instructions

<dave-miz> @read psalms 119:11

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

<opentext> If we let the day have an adverse affect on us, what kind of attitude do we take home with us?

<dave-miz> lousy

<at-peace> an adverse attitude

<renewed> grouchy, miserable

<NowFaithIs> "

<NowFaithIs> bad confession and witness

<opentext> Give some thought to this...and tomorrow morning, we will start here, with the evening meal...and what transpires afterwards.  Any questions from this morning, or anything that someone wants to share?

<NowFaithIs> I have found that ever since we began this study....that every time that I have a negative thought....Father immediately brings to mind the positive, such as yesterday...

<opentext> a good verse to keep in mind with this study would be this verse

<opentext> @read Hebrews 11:3

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

<NowFaithIs> When I said I was aggravated because it seemed that I don't get to spend a whole lot of time talking with you, larry, and then said, however, I am joyful and thankful for what time we have had 

<opentext> how are we framing our day

<at-peace> I found that yesterday at work, when my boss told me that 2 of my co-workers were not going to be in, (ones who know a lot about the routers).. I didn't let it bother me and the day went great.

<dave-miz> we should frame it within Christ...so we will be like minded 

<NowFaithIs> what we give ear to, also has an effect (evil communications) so that is where we really have to rise above and not allow those around us to bring us down. That is great, charlene!

<opentext> very good, and as the ministry grows....however much it does, we have to be mindful of how we will all be spread a bit thinner, for getting Father's work done

<NowFaithIs> my husband has been determined to be cranky this week, determined that this week will be awful....I have to remind myself every single time that he speaks those word of what the truth is and really stay in communion with Father. How do you mean "spread thinner"?

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 15:33

Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

