28 September 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> We thank you Father for your Word, that allows us to learn and grow in your ways this day... we pray that we will be open to your Spirit as you speak to us, seeking only your approval this day as we study and learn of you, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 14:4, Who are you to pass judgment on and censure another's household servant? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he shall stand and be upheld, for the Master (the Lord) is mighty to support him and make him stand. AMP

 

<opentext> Rom 14:4, Do you have any business crossing people off the guest list or interfering with God's welcome? If there are corrections to be made or manners to be learned, God can handle that without your help. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Him that is weak in the faith, we are to receive into the faith. It is by grace through faith that one is saved, and it is the gift given from God. Yet, how often is it that people try to tell God how the gift He is giving, is supposed to be used or distributed?

<greg> whenever one leans to their own understanding, and has become wise in their own eyes

<opentext> Consider for a moment, some of the things that we were hung up on when we first started this journey. How were you able to grow or mature past those things?

<greg> when i became weak, not relying on self, then i found strength, by letting go and learning to trust in Fathers plan of salvation and not mine

<chosen> by God's revelation of those things

<at-peace> by having heard it spoken by God through Christ .. whether it was correction or instruction in righteousness

<at-peace> which impacts the heart

<opentext> So Father was patient with us, and very gentle and loving as well. He nourished us, and encouraged us, and at times even prodded us along. Yet, is this the attributes that we always show to others starting the journey?

<at-peace> one always should and as long as one remembers how Father worked with them and keeps focused on His grace and mercy they will be able to show these same attributes to others also

<greg> I used to try and apply what worked for me on others, thinking that was the only plan, but have found that others progress in ways i never thought of, a way that works for them

<chosen> we should be led by His love in the same way as His love for us at all times

<opentext> Isn't it interesting, how as greg shares, that we often times expect God to work with others, exactly the same way that He did and does with us. How we even think that God has to use the same verses with them, as He did for us as our borders of the faith were expanded.

<opentext> And, how often is it that people think or assume that it is their flock, rather then His?

<greg> it becomes one dimensional, rather than utilize the God given talents of the many, it becomes a one man show

<opentext> It is a One man show, and as Jesus Christ said, that He would build His church. And since it is His, who do people think that they are then, to try to take control of His work?

<at-peace> the savior

<greg> 1 Pet 2:6-7, 6Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

 7Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, (KJV)

<chosen> the proud and self-righteous like to take credit for what God has done

<greg> the most important part of the building, the corner stone is left out, many builders have built their buildings on sand and gravel

<at-peace> thinking they have to do this, this, this, and that forgetting what manner of man they are, forgetting it is the Lord's work and not their own

<opentext> How would you feel, if you were made responsible for one or more other peoples salvation? Doesn't His Word warn us about what can happen to those who would lead any of His astray?

<greg> guilty of murder

<chosen> joyful i only have my own salvation to work out

<greg> with no opportunity for parole

<opentext> So when one is able to keep their heart and mind focused in and on Him, then one is able to see and maintain that simplicity that is in the gospel of Christ. And this is why it is so vital that one does keep their heart and mind renewed each day, so that they are able to work out their own salvation, their own relationship with Him.

<opentext> It is when one puts forth their full effort into their relationship with Him, that they have no time then for trying to interfere with what others are doing.

<opentext> When one stops to really contemplate this, we can see Father's wisdom in His purpose and plan, and how He gives each person the choice to accept or reject that gift which He has offered to them. So if we can keep this in our heart and mind, won't it keep people from trying to meddle in how others are accepting or rejecting this gift?

<at-peace> yes   <chosen^> yes   <greg> you let them progress at their own pace

<opentext> So we can see then that the liberty that also comes with the gift of Christ, is that we only have our own salvation, our own relationship with Him to work out!
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<opentext> we will get into this tomorrow, but how hard is it to remember this [working out their own salvation] when it comes to our own children?

<greg> most of the time it is a matter of staying out of the way rather than trying to meddle

<at-peace> as greg said

<at-peace> it is more effective to stay out of the way than to meddle

<at-peace> letting them hear for themselves

<opentext> the importance of being that signpost

<greg> rightly dividing between soul and spirit, not getting on the emotional roller coaster

<at-peace> meddling can cause strife

<at-peace> which does no one any good

<opentext> isn't it interesting, how when we are ready and willing to hear His counsel, how simple it is. yet, when in the midst of the battle, how often is it that one takes the time to be sure that they have heard Him properly?

<greg> walking by faith and not sight, staying independent of the external circumstances

<greg> people hear part of the answer, then get ahead of Gods perfect plan, they may hear correctly how, but sometimes miss His timing, allowing patience to have its perfect work

<at-peace> if one is focusing on the battle instead of the way of escape most likely they won't be taking time to be sure that they have heard Him properly

<opentext> faith is by hearing

<greg> one needs to hear the answer, as well as the solution on how to avoid falling into the same pitfalls, breaking the cycle and pressing toward the mark of the prize

