28 September 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Father, we come before you this day by and through Christ Jesus our Lord and savior, to receive of you the bread of life and the living waters that are essential for us to maintain our spiritual health this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:18-21, 18 All we're saying is that God has the first word, initiating the action in which we play our part for good or ill. 19 Are you going to object, "So how can God blame us for anything since he's in charge of everything? If the big decisions are already made, what say do we have in it?"  20 Who in the world do you think you are to second-guess God? Do you for one moment suppose any of us knows enough to call God into question? Clay doesn't talk back to the fingers that mold it, saying, "Why did you shape me like this?"  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> In looking at this translation, i think it really brings to the forefront how defiant we can often be of God. 

<opentext> How often rather then seeking God's will in and for our life, does one question God on anything and everything, surmising that they know more then God?

<chosen> whenever we are not open to hear and obey His counsel and wisdom

 

<opentext> Exactly, for how often is it, that we are truly willing and receptive to hear that which He has to say? Or is it most often just lip service?

<chosen> we are only open to hear from Him, if we are truly seeking a closer relationship with Him

 

<opentext> Another thing that one must really ask and answer of themselves is; how often is it that one is really content in the place that God has called them? Are they willing to be used as God sees best, or by one's own delusions of grandeur?

<at-peace> many are seeking the praise of man rather than God

 

<opentext> Let us recall how Paul has been addressing us in this chapter, how that so many "think" that because of their lineage or such, that that gives them an automatic pass into God's good graces. And contrary to popular belief, God establishes a relationship with those seek Him out of a sincere and contrite heart.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:20-22, 21 Isn't it obvious that a potter has a perfect right to shape one lump of clay into a vase for holding flowers and another into a pot for cooking beans?  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> If one is sincere in seeking a relationship with God, it will not make any difference to them how God is wanting to use them. Yet, how many would rather be used for displaying flowers, instead of being used to cook beans?

<chosen> most would rather that, but His Word says we need to be the servant of all, not putting ourself and our own needs first

<at-peace> there are many that would rather be displaying flowers 

 

<opentext> And many do want to be used to display the flowers, and are not open to being used for the cooking of the beans. And as much as we would like to think that we would be open to whatever God asks of us, the truth is that often times we like to pick the easier way.

<opentext> We can look at the life of all of the prophets of the Old Testament, and see the sacrifices that they made in order to do and present that which Father asked of them.

<opentext> Yet, when it comes to our own life and walk, is one really willing to do whatever God asks, that His Message will be presented clear and unaltered?

<chosen> not always but it should be something that we continually work at, keeping our own agenda out of the picture and putting Father and His will first

<at-peace> that is the desire of my heart…to always be a vessel fit for the masters use as He sees fit

 

<opentext> I know for myself, i had all kinds of ideas of how God might use me, and where He has me now was not in those plans that i had. So what one has to ask is how often do our own dreams interfere with God's vision of what He has for us?

 

<opentext> Rom 9:21-22, 21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: KJV

 

<opentext> Now another thing that one has to remember, is that God's wish is that none would perish. That He created man to have fellowship with Him. So all men were created with the intentions of being able to fellowship with God. Yet, God gave man that ability to make the decision of which path they would follow.

<opentext> Each person was give that choice, that distinction of which type of vessel they would be, one of honor, or dishonor.

<opentext> Each person has that choice to allow God to work with them, and to mold them to fit His purpose and plan, or to fight against the Creator and choose their own design.

<opentext> Today, will we allow God to have His way with us?
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