Bible Study Monday 28 October 2002

<chosen> Father, we thank you for making it possible for us to come together to learn more of you through your Word this day....we pray that we continually seek you with our whole heart this day, and be pleasing to you in all that we do and say through the leading of your Spirit....and we thank you for this through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour

<opentext> We are able to look at and spot the mediocre attitudes or conduct of others, but, are we able to recognize it in ourselves?

<opentext> Phil 2:12 - labor earnestly, I say, to make sure of your own salvation. Weymouth's New Testament

<at-peace> not always.... why we should be examining ourselves to see where we are at in our own walk

<opentext> Often times, one becomes lackadaisical of their own salvation. Thus why it is essential that we always see and comprehend how precious this gift of eternal life made available to us, is.

<opentext> Note, Paul says that we are to work out, or labor earnestly for our own salvation, yet, one has to remember that our relationship with God is not based in or on works. Yet, how often does one try to show God their list of accomplishments, to try to obtain a bit more favor with Him?

<opentext> ) that we are to attempt to deserve salvation on the ground of merit. That is out of the question; for what can man do that shall be an equivalent for eternal happiness in heaven? (from Barnes' Notes)

<h-g> there is nothing that can compare here on earth

<labourer> at that point, salvation is no longer based on now faith hearing (and the fall is a coming)

<diligently> there is nothing of myself  i can do.

<opentext> And, on the reverse side of that, how often does one try to "make a special effort" when they are trying to make up for their blunders, and thus forget that atonement has already been made, and now accepting, and walking in that forgiveness?

<diligently> am learning this more daily, of Father grace and mercy  and forgiveness, of me, when i seek His forgiveness.

<h-g> there is nothing special that we can do...just ask for forgiveness and accept it and go on

<opentext> Barnes makes a few simple comments regarding our daily walk with Him....let's take a look at them...

<opentext> that we are to make an honest effort to be saved in the way which God has appointed; (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that He is the way, established by the truth of the Word, and this is the only path that is able to lead one to eternal life.

<opentext> Yet, how often does man try to, or attempt to make their own rules for what they think is required?

<diligently> have done this, my flesh can come up with all kinds of rules of its own.

<opentext> kiss = keep it simple saints. Let us not complicate the simplicity of the gospel of Christ.

<opentext> that we are to break off from our sins by true repentance; (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> How often does one only quit sinning because they have been caught, rather then because they see they have hurt Father?

<h-g> most don't see it as sin...till they are caught

<opentext> Doesn't one often forget that Father sees everything anyway?

<h-g> g - we forget what manner of man we were       

<diligently> yes, at times

<opentext> And, since it is His law of faith, whatever that is not of faith is sin, and the wages of sin, is death.

<opentext> that we are to believe in the Saviour, and honestly to put our trust in him; (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> It is easy to trust when one has a full understanding of the situation. But, what about when one has to proceed by faith?

<labourer> to Will is... or now Faith is... that is the question (here)

<diligently> we always need to trust in the Lord with all my heart , soul , and mind. 

<diligently> and let Gods peace rule.

<opentext> God to believer...this is what we are going to do child. Response of the child of God: but God, you just do not understand the situation.

<opentext> As Paul tells us, to labor to enter into the rest. Because it is an effort on our part to get the flesh out of the way, to walk in the victory that is already ours.

<opentext> that we are to give up all that we have to God; (from Barnes' Notes) 

presenting ourselves to God, a living sacrifice....not something dead and smelly

<opentext> that we are to break away from all evil companions and evil plans of life; (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Yet, how often do we try to explain to God, that it won't hurt us? Why would He ask us to stay away, unless He saw that it would jeopardize our relationship with Him?

<h-g> He wouldn't...He wants only the best for us

 <diligently> Father always knows best

<chosen> He wouldn't, His wisdom is pure and true

<opentext> But, when wrestling in and with the flesh, do we always see or hear His wisdom as being best?

 <Faithful> not always    <chosen> no!   <at-peace> not always    <h-g> no

<diligently> no      <labourer> nope

<opentext> and thus why it is so  vital, that we give no place, no foothold to the devil

.

<opentext> that we are to resist all the allurements of the world, and all the temptations which may assail us that would lead us back from God, and are to persevere unto the end. The great difficulty in working out salvation is in forming a purpose to begin at once. When that purpose is formed, salvation is easy. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Only you, can prevent eternal fires in your life. This can only be done by maintaining that relationship with Him in and on a moment by moment basis. His yoke is easy, and His burden is light, when we work with Him. 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study
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