Bible Study Tuesday 28 May 2002

It is in Christ that one becomes the new creation. Yet, are you trying to do it without Him?

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. KJV

 

All too often, when one becomes that new creation, they then expect God to do all of the maintaining for them. Most want to coast along and give God a little effort in and on their part but leave most of the work or application to God. Just as with a car, there is upkeep that requires daily, weekly, and monthly maintenance which needs to be performed if they want it to operate as it was designed. Yet how many do those things that are required to maintain safe and reliable transportation, in and on a daily basis? A properly maintained and working spirit man is required if we want to complete the journey to Father’s kingdom.

 

Could this be why Paul tells us that we are to work out, or apply ourselves to maintaining our liberty in Christ, as that purchased possession with reverence and respect to God for His love and compassion, and for God because of His grace and mercy?

 

Thus, why the Word tells us, “Today, if you will hear His voice!” Yet, most only want to talk to God when they are in trouble; or after the virus has infected them, rather than doing what is necessary to totally avoid the virus in the first place. The medicine would not be needed, if one did not become infected in the first place.

 

Philippians 2:12-13 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. KJV

 

[As ye have always obeyed] Continue to act on the same principles and from the same motives; having the same disposition which was in Christ; laboring so as to promote his glory. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

As Paul tells us, to be followers of him, as he followed the example of Christ. One should want only the characteristics of Christ to shine forth from them, and everything else should be as refuse or garbage that is to be disposed or done away with. Working out your own salvation, that is to be changed or transformed by the renewing of your mind. Fashioned, sculpted, molded by God and His Word.

 

[Work out your own salvation] Go on, walking by the same rule, and minding the same thing, until your salvation be completed: till, filled with love to God and man, ye walk unblamably in all his testimonies, having your fruit unto holiness, and your end everlasting life. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Quit looking at what others are doing or saying. We are called Christians, and that means to be Christ-like. Is this the example which you are striving to show and set?

 

[With fear: and trembling] Considering the difficulty of the work, and the danger of miscarriage. If you do not watch, pray and continually depend on God, your enemies will surprise you, and your light and life will become extinct; and then consider what an awful account you must give to him whose Spirit ye have grieved, and of whose glory ye have come short. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Our salvation is not something one can take for granted. Praying without ceasing. Constant and consistent communications with Father, so that He is able to supply that which you have need of this very moment, for this very day. Now faith!

 

[For it is God which worketh in you] Every holy purpose, pious resolution, good word, and good work, must come from Him; ye must be workers together with Him, that ye receive not His grace in vain; because He worketh in you, therefore work with Him, and work out your own salvation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

We must be diligent in the use of all the means which conduce to our salvation. We must not only work at our salvation, by doing something now and then about it; but we must work out our salvation, by doing all that is to be done, and persevering therein to the end. Salvation is the great thing we should mind, and set our hearts upon; and we cannot attain salvation without the utmost care and diligence. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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