28 March 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have in store for each of us that will encourage, strengthen, and enable us to remain faithful and obedient to all that you ask of us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2, 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, KJV

 

<opentext> Presenting ourselves to God, a living sacrifice, consecrated to serve Him just as Jesus Christ set the example for us to follow after, because one has taken the time to study His Word, seeking only His approval because they have made an informed decision.

<opentext> And because of this intelligent, informed decision, one will then no longer want to pattern their life after the customs and traditions of this world, but rather making their choices by a mind that is renewed in the living Word of God, which will guide them properly on the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> Not gauging their change by the standards of this world, but rather by seeking only the Father's approval.

….pattern ourselves after His resurrection…dieing daily to the wants and desires of the flesh and being raised a spiritual being, having been renewed in the Spirit of our mind. (pattern of sound words)
<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one looks for approval of people, rather then God?

<chosen> when not content with who we are in Christ and Father's opinion of us

<disciple> when we don't stay in fellowship with Father

<helpmate> Gal 1:10For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  (KJV)

<opentext> Yes, when a mind is NOT properly renewed, then they will seek that approval of man. 

<opentext> So we can see why it is so vital that the mind is given the proper nourishment to live on. Thus we can see why the Lord said that man shall not live by bread alone, but by "every" word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God(Matt 4:4).

<helpmate> 1 Cor 2:16 But we have the mind of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 12:2  that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. KJV

<opentext> How often do people look for other people to prove out God and His instructions for them?

<disciple> out of the mouth of two or three witnesses, let every Word be established(2Cor 13:1)...unless they are relating what Father says, we shouldn't listen...the scriptures always backs itself up

<helpmate> any time that one does not take the time themselves to see what the word has for them
<opentext> For a moment stop and consider that we are told that the words that He speaks to us, that they are spirit and they are life(John 6:63). And we are also told, that we should try or test the spirits to see whether they are of God(1John 4:1). Also, in the world there are many voices, but His sheep are supposed to know His voice, and not follow the voice of another(John 10:4-5).
<opentext> So how then does one accomplish this, to not listen to, nor follow faulty instructions?

<at-peace> by keeping our hearts and minds renewed in the truth of the gospel of Christ
<disciple> always back up what one hears in the Word...it never contradicts itself...by training one's ear to hear the truth, we will recognize the lie when it is told

<helpmate> one has to know what the WORD has to say so that you can tell if what one is saying is the truth or not

<chosen> by studying the Word, the truth, then we are able to discern good and evil

 2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 5:8-10, 8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 9(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. KJV

 

<opentext> Being transformed by the renewing of our mind, because one has taken the time to rightly divide the Word of truth, studying and seeking Father's approval.. 

<opentext> Proving that which is acceptable unto the Lord.
<opentext> So how then does one know when they are beginning to stray?

<disciple> the peace of God will start fading...it is always peaceful when we are remaining on that path to Father's throne

<chosen> His Word is a lamp to our feet, so when the path gets dim, unsteady, then we know we are not where He wants us
<opentext> So when the peace of God begins to fade, how does one know which way to go? Or how to respond? How does one know that they are not where He wants them?

<chosen> we will hear His chastening, if we are listening

<helpmate> He chastens and rebukes those He loves

<disciple> we will hear His voice, because His sheep know His voice...and we will hear His chastening

<helpmate> "if"
<opentext> IF we are listening, THEN we will hear His counsel on how to get out of the ditch and avoid further pitfalls.

 

<opentext> Heb 12:11, For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in righteousness--in conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with God]. AMP

<opentext> If one is listening, then they still have to be WILLING to receive His correction. How often is it that one will hear His correction, but then dig their heels in because they do not want to listen?

<chosen> when self is more important to them than God

<helpmate> the flesh is weak and will try to lean to its own understanding

<disciple> no heel marks on the straight and narrow path...one has to have stepped off of it...looking for something they think is better
<opentext> Heb 12:11, Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. KJV
…learning by experience (proving what is that good and perfect and acceptable will of God)
…exercising the mind on things above(Col 3:1-2, Phil 4:8)
<opentext> I like the way the KJV says it, because one has to be "exercised" by it. Now think about that for a moment, how often will people avoid the proper exercise because of the temporary discomfort that comes with it?

<helpmate> most people do not exercise properly because of the discomfort and dedication that it takes
<opentext> And what about the discipline and training that it takes to continue on a beneficial regimen?

<disciple> today, we will exercise properly, spiritually and physically...taking it one day at a time

<helpmate> that is why His word says "if" you continue

 

<opentext> Rom 12:2  that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  KJV

 

<opentext> So we can see, that it is up to the individual to examine, study and prove out what that good, and acceptable and perfect will of God is for "their" life.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<disciple> o/     <opentext> yes miz

<disciple> i know the Word says IF we continue...however, IF we are in Christ...isn't it better to know that by the grace and strength of God, WE WILL continue?

<opentext> Thus why Paul tells us, that if we continue in the faith, rooted and grounded.

<opentext> Always that choice to stray, thus the importance of keeping the mind renewed.

<opentext> If the mind is renewed, then one will spot the lies, and extinguish the fiery darts before they are able to spread.

<disciple> i guess to me, by emphasizing the If, rather than the I CAN do all things through Christ who gives me strength, leaves the door open for doubt

<opentext> Being confident...if is for those who are wavering...

<disciple> yes

<opentext> IF is not in play, as long as one keeps their mind renewed in and on the Word of truth.

<disciple> that is true...today we will hear Him and obey...applying His Word to our life
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