28 June 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

<chosen> thank you Father for this day and this time of fellowship in your Word, we pray that we will hear your voice and allow it to renew our mind. Thank you that we can be your servant this day, doing all to please you, and being ready for that which you ask of us, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Rom 12:20-21, 20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. KJV

<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, how that many only look at this verse in the physical context. Yet we have to remember that we are to walk by faith and not by sight (2Cor 5:7).

<opentext> As Paul talked about in the letter to the Galatians, that because he spoke the truth to them, he became their enemy (Gal 4:13-16). Yet, how often is it that when we present the truth of God's Word [the meat of the gospel] and it is rejected, and we are reviled, that people many times think or assume that they did something wrong?

<greg> if they would ever get to the meat of the word themselves, they would find out it is only by pleasing God and not man, something few are willing to let go of, friendship with this world is enmity with God (James 4:4)
<chosen> the flesh might see it that way, but our heart lets us know that we have done all that He asked of us
2 Tim 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see then how vital it is for a person to have that intimate relationship with God, so that it is His peace that is ruling and reigning in one's heart, so that they are not moved or swayed by the external circumstances (Col 3:15, Phil 4:11).

<opentext> People often forget that the scriptures tells us that He was despised and rejected by man (Isaiah 53); yet seldom do they correlate this with the fact that this transpired because He spoke the truth to them. John 8:40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. (KJV)

<opentext> And how often is it that people remain silent if they think that which they have been asked to speak by Father will be rejected?

<chosen> most do

<greg> the majority will speak what they want to hear and not what is needed
<opentext> Even look at our own lives; how often is it that we do not eat that which is most beneficial for us, because it takes to much time, or is to much of a bother?

<greg> its like with the meat of the word, takes much diligence and patience to find it and then prepare it in a healthy way

<chosen> we shouldn't take shortcuts or get lazy
<opentext> And if one is not able to properly feed and nurture themselves, how can they expect to have that which is proper for someone else when asked of a reason of the hope that is supposed to be within them?

<chosen> would be like having feet that are not shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace

<greg> James 2:15-16, 15If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?  (KJV)

<opentext> Now one other thing that we should note here in these closing verses of chapter 12, is how Paul says that if thine enemy be hungry, feed them. So at the outset, one is already aware that they are the enemy. Yet, how often is it that people are deterred from doing what Father asks of them, because of the fear that they allow in?

<greg> if one is still trying to fit in with the crowd then they are less likely to give the things which are needed
Jer 1:4-10 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to  throw down, to build, and to plant. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that people will go way out of the way to avoid an enemy? How often will people compromise the truth, because they do not want to stir things any further, or maybe hope that the enemy will just go away?

<greg> most would compromise, allow some leaven into the lump (Gal 5:9) rather than taking a stand and keeping anything unhealthy out of it
<opentext> Thus we can see why Father told Jeremiah not to be afraid of their faces, but rather to keep his trust in the Lord. To not be moved or swayed by the external circumstances. Thus we are to overcome evil with good, and not be overcome by the evil that is around us. We are to be in the world, but not of the world (John 17:14-16). So we can see how we are to develop and mature, as one allows the Word of Christ to dwell in them richly (Col 3:16). Our meat is also to do the will of the Father, just as Jesus Christ set that example for us to follow (John 4:34). Yet, often times people are swayed by the example of the people that are around them, rather then by the example that Jesus Christ set for them. Today, we have the opportunity, the privilege of being active participants in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/     <opentext> yes greg

<greg> I was just looking here at the enemy as our lower nature at times, wanting to flare up and have its way, and rather than feed our spirit man we choose to feed the lower nature, thus allowing evil to overcome the good, greater is He that is within me, than he that is within the world(1John 4:4) rather than provide the spiritual food and drink that is needed, we compromise with a cheap imitation, and have warmed and filled the outward and neglected the inward and like James says, what does it profit (James 2:16)?

<opentext> Exactly. All to often people put the physical wants far above and ahead of that which is essential for the spirit man.

Mark 8:36-37 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (KJV)
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