28 July 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that you have blessed us with, that we can come to you through Jesus Christ this day for the bread of life and living waters that will nourish and sustain us this day, so that we may live a life that is pleasing to you.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. KJV

 

<opentext> Faith, which works by love; without faith, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> Now for most people, how many are there that would purposely cut off their air supply?

<disciple> not me, and not anybody i know

<helpmate> none that i know of

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people try or attempt to live a life as a Christian, and yet do not have the love of God operating in their life?

<helpmate> that is how most are these days

<disciple> many do that, but it's all works, and filthy works at that

<opentext> Without faith, it is "impossible" to please Him, And yet, faith [real faith] is not able to operate in one's life, without that love being there.

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave...gave His only begotten Son. Christ is the express manifestation of the Father's love to us and for us.

 

<opentext> John 8:28-29, 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. KJV

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ reciprocated that love of the Father, by always doing those things which pleased Him. His motivation for everything that He did, was to imitate and emulate the Father's love. Is that always your motivating factor?

<helpmate> if it isn't, it should be

<disciple> it always should be

<opentext> Faith works by love. That is, the Message of God delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, is only able to be properly manifest in one's life when Father's love is the motivating factor. 

<opentext> As we talked about a bit yesterday, that God chastens and rebuke those whom He loves. So how does the Father chasten and rebukes those whom He loves? 

<at-peace> by love

<disciple> He corrects them by showing how they are doing wrong, and what they need to do to correct it, out of His pure love for us

<helpmate> by His word...Christ within us

<opentext> Father chastens and rebukes those whom He loves, through the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus. Throughout His Message that has been scribed to us, it makes us aware of what may happen when one fails to operate within the confines of faith.

<opentext> Look at it this way; often times we have things that have labels on them, that warn us what can happen if one improperly uses that item. And yet as plain as these warnings are, how well do the people heed these warnings?

<disciple> most don't read the warnings, or think they know better and disregard them

<helpmate> most do not read the directions...first

<opentext> So then we can see that within the Bible God gives us the directions for properly utilizing His Word in and for our life, so that His love will be our motivating factor that will bring about a life that is pleasing to Him. And yet at the same time within this Message, there are warning of dire consequences if one does not heed the proper instructions given within.

<opentext> Now because God gives us these dire warnings of what may happen if we ignore His love, does that mean that God is responsible for those dire consequences?

<disciple> not at all

<disciple> our choice

<helpmate> no...we are responsible

<opentext> Now, when God gives you these warnings, does one always think that God loves you?

<helpmate> not when the flesh gets in the way

<disciple> not when i get in the flesh, but the spirit always knows it's out of love

<helpmate> the flesh is weak

<opentext> So then, what about when God wants to use us to deliver His Message of love, and that there may be some warnings within this Message?

<helpmate> we are suppose to be that vessel fit for the Master's use

<disciple> we can obey and do it, although the receiver might be hurt or angry, or just indifferent, or choose to ignore His request

<opentext> Stop and consider for a moment; the people that lived at the time of Jesus Christ, did the vast majority go to hear the Message of Father's love, or were they more swayed by the miracles and side show that they perceived it to be?

<disciple> they sought signs and wonders

<helpmate> they went to see the miracles

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, cannot please God. Those that choose to please man and seek man's approval, cannot be the servant of Christ. Without faith [which works by love] it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> In the verse we are covering at present, Paul says that we should owe "no man" anything but love. So we as a believer have to first be able to accept Father's love in and for our life, before one can be utilized to deliver it to anyone else. Today, we have the opportunity and privilege of hearing, receiving and living Father's love for us.
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