28 January 2005 Friday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and this time that you prepared for us before the foundation of the world by and through Christ Jesus, so that we could come before you to receive that which we have need  of to sustain us this day as we journey homeward.

<opentext> Rom 11:19-21, 19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. 20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. KJV

<opentext> One must be mindful of the fact that one is saved by grace through faith, that it is not of ourselves, nor by works, lest any man should boast (Eph 2:8-9).

<opentext> Each and every person has that opportunity to be placed in the vine, and every person has to choose once attached to the vine, to remain or depart. How often does a person take for granted their place or position in the vine?

<disciple> can happen if we start looking at our own righteousness and works

<chosen> whenever we lose sight of all that we have been blessed with

Heb 2:1-3 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; (KJV)

Heb 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. (KJV)
<opentext> And since Jesus Christ is the vine, and Father is the vinedresser (John 15:1-11), who do you think it is that makes the law or rule that governs the grafting and growing process?

<chosen> Father   <at-peace> Father 

1 Cor 12:18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. (KJV)
1 Cor 3:7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. (KJV)

Eph 4:15-16 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (KJV)
<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we try to tell God how we think things should be or operate?

<disciple> have done that...not a good thing and never works out...not peaceable

<opentext> Okay, we see that it is by grace through faith that we are brought into Father's family [attached to the vine], and it is by faith that one continues to stand or remain an active participant in the vine.

Col 1:21-23 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; (KJV)

<opentext> Those that were and are removed, how and why did it happen?

<chosen> they choose to step outside of His will, ... failing to hear and obey His Word

<at-peace> faith is the bond that keeps one attached to the vine and allows the nourishment to flow to the branch.... because of unbelief, not trusting in God as one's source

<opentext> Heb 3:12-14, 12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; KJV

<opentext> Unbelief! A lack of confidence in God and His Word.

<opentext> And yet, how many times does one question Father's wisdom?

<at-peace> when one is not confident in their relationship with Him…and lean to their own understanding instead of being patient to wait for His wisdom

<opentext> How confident are you of the work which He has begun within you (Phil 1:6)? Do you really believe that he is able to bring it to completion? [of course it takes cooperation on your part]

<disciple> as long as i abide attached firmly to the Vine, He will complete His work in me...my choice

<at-peace> yes as long as I hold fast in faith and not allow circumstances to dictate or feelings

<chosen> i do now... for a long time i didn't believe it for me

Heb 10:35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. (KJV)

<opentext> John 6:68-69, 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. (KJV)

<opentext> To know the love of Christ, as an actual participant in and of it. Many people talk about it, but have no comprehension of what it entails, or how it is available to them.

Eph 3:17-19 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. (KJV)

<opentext> That intimacy comes when one is attached to the vine, and become partakers of the very life instilled into us through Christ. intimacy of the Spirit
Luke 18:27 And he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God. (KJV)  without being attached to the vine the natural man cannot receive the things of God neither can he know them.
<opentext> The words that He speaks to us are indeed Spirit, and they are life (John 6:63), to those that hear them, receive them into their heart, and then allow them to be an actual way of life and living.

<opentext> Heb 3:12-14, 12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; KJV

<opentext> To believe or not believe! This is what faces each of us each and every day. So how does one keep unbelief from gaining any kind of foothold in one's life?

<disciple> check everything out by the Word, and wait to say or do anything until we hear clearly from Father

<chosen> by hearing only God's voice, His living Word which is truth for me at each moment

<at-peace> by casting down the imaginations and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ... letting God be true and every man (including ourselves.. the old man) a liar

<opentext> Study, be quick to show yourself approved unto God! Remember who it was that Jesus Christ did everything to please [Father]. 

<opentext> If you do not understand something, don't assume that you think you may know what Father is talking about, but rather stay before Him until you have a clear understanding of that which He is asking of you.

<opentext> Believe it or not, Father will never tire of you asking questions for clarity and understanding. Today, do not allow unbelief any kind of foothold in your life. It is by faith in God and His Word that we are to stand!
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