28 February 2006 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have in store for us to partake of in your truth and life that will keep and sustain us on the path home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> This week we have been talking about foods and nutrition, and the comparisons between the physical realm and the spiritual realm.

<opentext> Now when we were younger, one was fed foods that did not need to be chewed or such, and thus all one had to do was to take that which was given, and it helped them grow and develop.

<opentext> Then as one grew and developed, then one had to learn to feed themselves, and eventually also how to prepare the foods for themselves.

<opentext> Now, just because someone grew and developed, that does not necessarily mean that they then always prepared foods that were beneficial for them.

<opentext> People can be lazy at times, and use foods that are not always serving their best interests.

<opentext> Or, they can also use foods that other people have prepared, which also might not best serve their health and growth.

<opentext> Heb 5:12, For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. KJV

<opentext> This is what Paul also points out here, that these people who now should be teachers of the Word, had reverted to the place that they were not able to adequately feed themselves, let alone tend to anyone else.

<opentext> And one must remember that when they are relying in and on others to prepare the food and feed them, one can never be quite sure what it is that they are eating.

<opentext> Now if a person begins their life being fed man's traditions and doctrines, how difficult do you think it can be for one to be weaned off of this type of diet, and return to a diet that is healthy and beneficial to them and for them?

<at-peace> the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, it is only through the strength of Christ that one can overcome the old and start partaking of the new diet 

<opentext> People can look at the scriptures above, but never consider how it was that the people got into this condition. But as with anything that is an apparent trait in a person, it had to have a start, it had to have a beginning.

<opentext> And one must also take into account, how people also often return to the traits and habits that they once left, and then what happens in this situation?

<at-peace> malnutrition sets in and one begins to weaken and become sickly…and if not caught soon enough, death

<opentext> And also too, isn't it more difficult for a person to rid a habit that they once had, but then returned to?

<at-peace> Heb 6:4-6, 4For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see what Paul was telling the people here, that the people should have been at a place in their walk and relationship with the Lord that would be an example of the believers, but because of laziness they were needing to return to the basics and start again.

<opentext> Now also in the verses that you posted, in verse 6 one must remember that where they translated the word "if", should be translated "when" they shall fall away. Because if they get on an improper diet, eventually they will stumble or fall, because they  are not receiving that which is necessary to ward of the diseases and such that are out there.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:1-3, 1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? KJV

<opentext> Now also reflect back to the gospels, and the deeper that Jesus Christ got into expounding on Father's purpose and plan, how did the people respond?

<opentext> Didn't they say that His sayings were hard and difficult, and then left and followed Him no more?

<at-peace> for many it was a hard saying...

<at-peace> John 6:65-66, 65And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 66From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.

 (KJV)

<opentext> Now look at in this manner as well; if one is served a dinner that is very well balanced and healthy, they will most often like it and appreciate it. But, if they have to do all that is necessary for them to prepare it for themselves, aren't they usually discouraged at all that goes into not only obtaining the healthy foods, but also in all that is required to prepare it, rather then just opening a can of soup , or having a microwave dinner?

<at-peace> to the flesh it is always easier to have someone else tread out the grain to partake of 

<opentext> And once one gets on an unhealthy diet and fast foods, and depending upon someone else to prepare and serve, how difficult is it for one to return to a healthy way of living?

<at-peace> it takes determination and for many it seems impossible

<opentext> So we can see then how easy it is for a person to fall back into old habits and traits. And how difficult it can be to then get oneself out of them is a very difficult task, and shows us why it is imperative that one works out their own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God.

<opentext> Today we have the opportunity, the privilege of hearing and obeying the voice of God, and allowing Him into our lives to provide all that we have need of to nourish us and sustain us, but, He cannot force us to partake, the choice is ours.

 

I will be taking some time off, Bible studies will resume 16 March 2006...
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