28 December 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father we thank you for this day and this time, that we can come to you by and through Christ Jesus, so that we can learn from you of the great blessings that you have bestowed upon us in the precious gift of Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:13-14, 13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 14 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. KJV

 

<opentext> Now note how Paul says that we may abound in hope; that is that one may be like a flower bud, all of the beauty is there, and as nourishment and sunlight is added to it, then it develops and unfolds into Father's purpose and design.

<opentext> We have been given the measure of faith; we have been afforded the gift of Christ; as Paul tells us that we are complete in Him. Yet, do you always believe this, or feel this way?

<disciple> if we always maintained our focus on Father we would, but that is not always the case

<at-peace> if one is focusing on the old nature and not the new man they will not see themselves as Father does, being complete in Christ.

<opentext> Note also how Paul says that you may abound in hope, by the power of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost will lead us and guide us into all truth, if we are willing to hear and obey His counsel, by taking active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ. But again, one must remember that it takes active participation.

<opentext> Do you see yourself as the developed flower, or just a stubborn bud that does not want to open?

<disciple> a developed flower that still needs to open more...still maturing in Christ

<chosen> a unique flower that is created by and nurtured by Father while i continue to grow

<at-peace> a developed flower 

<opentext> So when God says that He wants us to abound, that means to see and recognize all the potential that He has made available to us, so that we be partakers of His divine nature, and be that example of the believer that He sees us as.

<opentext> Rom 5:15, But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. KJV

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave, or made available to every person, the measure of the gift of Christ. Now just as flower will not develop the way that it should if it is not planted according to the instructions, and then also watered and fed on a proper and continuous basis in order for it to be described on the instruction packet.

<opentext> So also we have to allow His Word to take root in our heart, and then water and  nourish it as describe in the Christian instruction manual, and do this on a continuous basis as well.

<opentext> Col 2:7, Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. KJV

<opentext> How often does our thankfulness go beyond measure?

<disciple> i'm not sure how one would measure 'beyond measure'…i know i've never sweated blood in prayer and thanksgiving before

<at-peace> as often as one keeps in remembrance the precious gift we have been given and continues to be thankful with their life

<opentext> If we see ourselves through Father's eyes, then won't are attitude of gratitude be in comparison with the measure of the gift? But, how often does one see themselves through Father's eyes?

<at-peace> more each day as i put away childish things and move forward into perfection in Christ

<chosen> while one remembers that He created us uniquely.... for His purpose and plan, and all based on His love for me

<opentext> Phil 1:9, And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; KJV    So we can see then, that our thankfulness will abound, as we acknowledge His love in and for our life, and one continues to grow or develop in that knowledge of all that one has attained by and through the gift of Christ.

<opentext> So the more we comprehend His love for us, the greater our thankfulness will be for the gift that we have received, and the more one will desire to see and understand all that His love does encompass.

<opentext> Eph 1:8-9, 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: KJV

<opentext> Christ, the power and wisdom of God; in whom are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. So it as one seeks to grow in His love, that is comprehending the great love that God has for us, the more the mystery will open to us, to show us how the forerunner Jesus Christ set the proper path for us to follow after. Thus why Paul said to be followers of Him, as he followed after Christ.

<opentext> The more that one understands or comprehends Father's love for us manifest through Christ Jesus, the greater that one is able to be a willing and cheerful participant in and of the divine nature of Christ. Their total focus becomes on doing all to please Father.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one really feel that this is attainable?

<disciple> if one is walking by faith, they will ignore any feelings of inadequacy, and know that the Word is true...it's a matter of walking by faith and not allowing distractions to deter us

<at-peace> i know through Christ all things are attainable, with God nothing is impossible as i keep walking by faith and not by sight

<chosen> each day as i continue to grow in Him

<opentext> Thus why the devil comes to try to steal the gift from us, to kill any hope one may have in the promises of God, and thus destroy our hopes of an eternity with Father. So today, let us pray without ceasing, rejoice ever more in the promises of God, and acknowledge our thankfulness to Him for His great and precious love for us.
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