28 April 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this day and all that you have blessed us with because of your abundant love for us ... we pray that our hearts and minds will remain open to your wisdom and counsel this day, and that we will hold fast to the truth of your Word through your power and wisdom, Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:16-18, 16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. KJV

 

<opentext> To yield, is to present oneself to. One is either presenting themselves to God a living sacrifice, or they are presenting themselves to the devil as a dying sacrifice. Yet, when in the midst of hesitation or doubt, does one ever consider themselves as being unstable?

<chosen> not usually

<at-peace> same as steph said

 

<opentext> It is the peace of God that passes all understanding, that is able to keep our hearts and minds by and through Christ Jesus. And since one has tasted the good Word of God, one then knows what His peace is. So, if one knows what His peace is like, even though one may be in the midst of turmoil, they still can recall what His peace is, and they know how to return to it. Thus we can see why Paul tells us to think on those things that are from above, which will restore the peace to the heart and mind, because one makes the choice to hear and obey from the heart. It is when one hears and obeys from the heart, that they then are made free from sin, and restoration is brought about into Father's family.

<opentext> When we are listening, and attentive to Father's voice, then it is easy to see and comprehend this. Thus why the devil tries to cloud one's sight or vision. Jesus Christ was the forerunner, who went in advance to show us the way that we too could follow. And the Father gave us a Guide that would direct our steps, if we would hear and obey from the heart, the directions given to us.

<opentext> So the conflict arises from the old nature, the old way of doing things. And how easy is it for the lower nature to want to take the same way that it has gone before, rather then having to rely on faith [the substance of things not seen or comprehended by the lower nature]?

<at-peace> flesh always likes the path of least resistance

<chosen> easy... when we allow it to set the course

 

<opentext> It likes the path of least resistance, as well as a course and path that it is familiar with. Thus why people often want to doubt a guide who is taking them into new territory.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 6:19, I'm using this freedom language because it's easy to picture. You can readily recall, can't you, how at one time the more you did just what you felt like doing — not caring about others, not caring about God — the worse your life became and the less freedom you had? And how much different is it now as you live in God's freedom, your lives healed and expansive in holiness?  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> If one will put this into perspective with what is going on in Iraq today; people have the opportunity for a new life, with liberty, yet, are the people wanting to leave the way they have lived over the past half of century?

<chosen> no   <at-peace> no, it is familiar 

 

<opentext> So what kind of conflicts arise within us, when one does not want to make the changes in their life to stay in agreement with God? Isn't there then an armed resistance [so to speak] against that which God is asking of us?

<at-peace> yes…Gal 5:17, For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV)

<chosen> yes

 

<opentext> And yet, doesn't the lower nature justify it's resistance against what God is asking of a person?

<chosen> yes…it tries to

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> So then we can see why Paul tells us that it is essential to hear and obey from the heart, removing the old man, the old nature from the decision making process.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:1 IN [this] freedom Christ has made us free [and completely liberated us]; stand fast then, and do not be hampered and held ensnared and submit again to a yoke of slavery [which you have once put off]. AMP

 

<opentext> Putting off the old nature; not again listening to the old conversations. One has to hear and obey that which God asks, in order to remain within the liberty He has made available to us. Another characteristic of the old nature, is that it wants everyone to do everything for it. Yet, we are told that one has to work our their own salvation. How many people really want to take responsibility for their own actions?

<at-peace> few

<chosen> yes entertaining the flesh

 

<opentext> Isn't this why the devil likes to get people in a group and then get them aroused, because they are more apt to follow the crowd, then to think about and take responsibility for their own actions?

 

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity to take responsibility for your actions, your life, and stand fast in the liberty that God has made available to you, by hearing in your heart, and cheerfully obeying all that He asks of you.
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