January 27, 1998
opentext changes topic to "This gate of the Lord!  Psalms 118:19-24   BIBLE STUDY IN PROGRESS"

opentext -  Father, we come before your throne this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour

opentext -  we ask that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day that we would hear all Your counsel and wisdom that you have for us this day and we will be quick Lord, to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord

opentext -  we are talking this week about learning to feed our spirit man, and starting the day out being refreshed in the Word, and not in the world. how many had a little different attitude when they got out of bed this morning?

renewed  -  I did!

at-peace -  I did

mizpah -  me, too

NowFaithIs -  I sure did!

opentext -  Psalms 5:3

3.  My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.

opentext -  if the focus of our day starts off different, what a difference it makes for our whole day. if you will recall, yesterday we talked about our attitude before we even get out of bed. today, let us focus on our first steps as we get out of the bed, and what we then set about to do. how many of us as we head for the bathroom, have to sneak up on the mirror?

renewed  -  don't even look in the mirror  ... not before my shower at least!

opentext -  what is it that we see when we look in the mirror?

opentext -  Genesis 1:26

26. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let

opentext -  (KJV)

NowFaithIs -  I see a child of God, made in His image and after His likeness.  Wasn't always that way, however

opentext -  do we see that special person that Father created? yes michie, learning to see how special each of us is to Father. why do we brush our teeth in the morning?

<Pawson> It makes our breath smell a lot better.

mizpah - because they feel cruddy

NowFaithIs -  to clean off the gunk that built up over night

at-peace -  to get the bad taste out of our mouth.

renewed  -  so our mouth taste fresh

opentext -  how important is it for us to refresh our heart with the Word of God, so that which comes out from the mouth is pure?

at-peace -  every minute of the day

renewed  -  very important!

NowFaithIs -  very important

mizpah - extremely important

opentext -  Matt 15:11

11. Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.

opentext -  so, as we can see, it is very important to start the day off with a renewed mind, so that we are able to set our tone of thought for the day. we take this time for refreshing the physical man each morning, and now we have to learn to put the spirit man above the physical man's needs

mizpah - that is my goal each day

opentext -  Ps 143:8

8. Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.

NowFaithIs -  me too

opentext -  what is our routine each day after we get out of the bed....for each of us it will vary a bit, because of our personalities and upbringing, but for most of us, it is to put on a face that will be pleasing to those around us

NowFaithIs -  my regular routine is to feed the baby, get my son's breakfast, make coffee and come onto the computer

opentext -  we even take the time to pick out a wardrobe, that we think will enhance what people will see

NowFaithIs -  o/

opentext -  ok michie, and how can you change that routine, to keep Father first and foremost in your thoughts?

renewed  -  yep, have to do that the night before, or I waste so much time standing in front of the closet in the morning ...

opentext -  yes michie

mizpah - pray and thank Father for all His blessings before you get out of bed

NowFaithIs -  Get up earlier, before the boys and open my Bible and get in my prayer closet while everyone is still sleeping

at-peace -  I spend less time each morning looking to please others.

NowFaithIs -  was going to say...about the wardrobe, as I have shared with you...there was a time when I would buy clothes that made me *appear* to be in a higher position of authority than I was at my past job.

opentext -  our attitude at the start of each day is of the utmost importance, it will set the tone for our whole day. as we take time to acknowledge Father before we get out of bed, and take that with us as we head for the bathroom, or coffeepot, or whatever our routine is will set our mindset to line up with the Word, and causes our focus and attitude to be totally different

at-peace -  it would be like saying to Father, "walk with me".

opentext -  exactly Charlene

opentext -  @read psalms 119:105

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

NowFaithIs -  opening up your heart and mind to walk in Him

opentext -  it is allowing His Word to be our illumination for each and every step that we take. how many of us ask Father to bless that cup of coffee in the morning? it is never the big things that cause us to stumble, but rather when we neglect the little things

at-peace -  to be honest, I usually remember later in the morning, and then thank him... but right now I will thank him.

opentext -  the little things add up, and it is the accumulation of these things that causes us to stray from that straight and narrow path

NowFaithIs -  I never think to thank Him for that sort of thing....am thanking Him now

renewed  -  yes, and that's why we get confused ... because we can't pinpoint what happened or when ...

opentext -  if every good gift is from Father, how often do we take the time to thank Him for each and everyone

opentext -  @read 1timothy 4:4

For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:

opentext -  @read 1timothy 4:5

For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

at-peace -  I thank him for all my brothers and sisters in Christ every day.

opentext -  we have to remember, that this thing we call a body....is also the temple of the Living God....

opentext -  @read 1corinthians 3:16

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

opentext -  are we beginning to see how easy it is to neglect things?

NowFaithIs -  yes :-(

at-peace -  yes

renewed  -  I sure am ..

mizpah - yep

opentext -  Proverbs 3:6-7

6. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7. Be not wise in thine own eyes:

opentext -  in ALL thy ways...not some as most think

NowFaithIs -  in *all* thy ways...wow

at-peace -  Father is working with me, and that is the joy of his love.

opentext -  Father will be working with us all till the day we get home

opentext -  the key is, will we hear and obey Father's counsel? will we keep our hearing in tune to His instructions all day?

NowFaithIs -  larry, could I put up the definition of ways?  It is really neat

opentext -  sure michie

1870  derek-

a way, a road, a distance, a journey, a manner 

a) a road, a way, a path 

b) a journey 

c) a direction 

d) a manner, a habit, a way 

e) used of the course of life (figurative) 

f) used of moral character (figurative)

at-peace -  we have to have ears to hear and the only way to have them is to spend time with Father and know his voice.

opentext -  exactly Charlene

NowFaithIs -  our *guide*...the Holy Spirit

opentext -  and if you think about the name of this channel, and the scriptures that go with it, there is but one ***gate** that will get one on that path

NowFaithIs -  when I saw that "a manner" I think of "every manner of conversation" every manner of life, every single aspect 

opentext -  very good michie. in everything giving thanks

opentext -  Ps 118:19-21

19. Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD:

20. This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter.

21. I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.

opentext -  every morning, as we get out of bed, we set the course for our day, with how and with what we renew mind. it establishes the direction our feet will follow for that day. if we start out with the truth of God's Word, our mind will start to focus on the things of God...rather then me..me...me

at-peace -  larry will you put up a couple of verses for me..I'm not op?

opentext -  sure charlene

mizpah -  sets mode: +o at-peace

renewed sets mode: -o renewed

at-peace -  @read Hebrews 3:7

Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,

at-peace -  @read Hebrews 11:1

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

opentext -  starting the day off with the truth

opentext -  @read john 17:17

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

NowFaithIs -  @read Romans 12:1

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

NowFaithIs -  @read Romans 12:2

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

opentext -  once we see the truth, then we can recognize where our righteousness is from..........

opentext -  @read 1corinthians 1:30

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

opentext -  @read 2corinthians 5:21

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

opentext -  this gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall enter

opentext -  only those that hear His voice are able to go through

opentext -  @read john 10:3

To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

NowFaithIs -  o/

opentext -  yes michie

NowFaithIs -  was just thinking...how if we are made NEW in Christ with old things passing away...perhaps then in realizing that, we need to have NEW ways of how we do things...how we "function" each day.  Taking our old habits and replacing them with *new* ones.

opentext -  exactly. this is why we need to reprogram ourselves with the way we start each day

opentext -  here is the definition for porter

2377  thuroros (thoo-ro-ros');

from 2374 and ouros (a watcher); a gatewarden: 

KJV-- that kept the door, porter.

renewed  -  I sure have noticed a difference by doing Bible Study in the morning before work ..

opentext -  it sets our focus and tone for the day...we start the day off with Father....and our mind is renewed where it should be

at-peace -  the only way the gatewarden will allow us in is if we have the Spirit of Christ... Christ being the gatewarden.. it is through him that we have our communication with Father.

opentext -  as we hear the truth, and recognize where our righteousness is from, then we are able to get out of the bed and have our feet somewhat shod with the preparation of the gospel of ***peace*** for the day. exactly Charlene

opentext -  Ps 37:23

The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

opentext -  remember, His Word is to be the lamp unto our feet

renewed  -  o/

opentext -  yes Cheryl

renewed  -  I always read that verse before as if the Lord delighteth in our way ... but seeing it this morning I see where we can delight in our way because our steps are ordered by the Lord

opentext -  exactly.....we do all that we do to please Father...or should

opentext -  so, as we start the day off with the truth, recognizing our righteousness, and keeping our feet on the straight and narrow path, now we have to keep our mind renewed on this during the entire day

opentext -  @read Joshua 1:8

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

opentext -  @read 3john 1:2

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

opentext -  keeping the Word of God in and on our mind during the day

at-peace -  what I saw in Joshua 1:8 is that, the churches must overlook this verse.

opentext -  yes, the Word has to be in our hearts and on our minds all the time, not just a few hours a week. having the Word ready to extinguish every lie the devil throws at us during the day. as we have our minds set on these things, then we will have ***the answer*** for every man that asks of the hope that is in us

renewed  -  yes, and unless we *know* the Word, how can we have an answer ... and I don't mean just memorizing it ..

opentext -  all the things at the start of each day for the physical man, we need to do also for the spirit man

at-peace -  we need to look in the mirror and see Father there with us.

opentext -  as we go to the bathroom each day....whether to brush our teeth, take a shower.....learn to set a trigger for a certain verse, that will also refresh the spirit man

NowFaithIs -  for the spirit man first, and then the physical will fall in line

opentext -  exactly Charlene...learning to see that special facet of God in front of that mirror

NowFaithIs -  if we get the spirit man "clean", when we look into the mirror, we are more apt to be content with what we see

opentext -  much more content

opentext -  @read Philippians 4:11

Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

renewed  -  wow ... never thought about that before ... to set a verse to feed the spirit man

NowFaithIs -  I know that for the first time in my life, I am content with my body/weight and my face without makeup!  

opentext -  each one of us is so special, that Father made us to represent a separate facet of Him, with no one else exactly like us....we are unique

NowFaithIs -  just like the different facets of God Himself

opentext -  exactly

NowFaithIs -  when I first understood that, I stopped being "jealous" of gifts that others had, or what others were doing to serve Father

opentext -  here is an excellent verse for keeping in mind each morning as we start the day

opentext -  @read Philippians 1:6

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

opentext -  each one of us is essential for the body of Christ. each one of us is unique

opentext -  note in the above verse.....****begun a good work in you will******* in YOU

opentext -  as we allow the Word to become the controlling factor in our life, the work continues

renewed  -  larry can you put up the definition of  *confident* please

opentext -  sure

opentext -  3982  peitho-

opentext -  1) persuade 

opentext -  a) to persuade, that is, to induce one by words to believe 

opentext -  b) to make friends of, to win one's favor, to gain one's good will, or to seek to win one, to strive to please one 

opentext -  c) to tranquilize 

opentext -  d) to persuade unto, that is, to move or induce one to persuasion to do something 

opentext -  2) be persuaded 

opentext -  a) to be persuaded, to suffer oneself to be persuaded; to be induced to believe: to have faith (in a thing) 

opentext -  1) to believe 

opentext -  2) to be persuaded of a thing concerning a person 

opentext -  b) to listen to, to obey, to yield to, to comply with 

opentext -  3) to trust, to have confidence, to be confident

at-peace -  to have faith of this very thing..

opentext -  that help Cheryl

renewed  -  yes ;-), to yield to ... I like that ... to yield to knowing He will complete the good work

NowFaithIs -  to listen to, to obey, to yield to, to comply with...wow---getting the flesh into subjection to that which we know through His Word

opentext -  we have to ***continue*** in His Word

opentext -  John 8:31-32

31. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

32. And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

opentext -  @read Colossians 1:23

If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

opentext -  definition for continue

opentext -  3306  meno-

opentext -  1) to remain, abide 

opentext -  a) in reference to place: 

opentext -  1) to sojourn, tarry 

opentext -  2) not to depart 

opentext -  a) to continue to be present 

opentext -  b) to be held, kept, continually 

opentext -  b) in reference to time: 

opentext -  to continue to be, not to perish, to last, to endure; used of persons, to survive, live 

opentext -  c) in reference to a state or a condition: 

opentext -  to remain as one, not to become another or different 

opentext -  2) to wait for, to await one

NowFaithIs -  1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

opentext -  excellent verse michie

NowFaithIs -  unmovable! I guess that if we are not staying renewed in the Word, we are light as feathers and easily moved, aren't we

opentext -  so, as we start the day with His Word, know we have to carry it with us for the rest of the day. good analogy michie. we have to stay tapped into ***the Vine**

NowFaithIs -  just thinking about my plants (when you said that), if I don't keep them watered properly...the leaves fall off the stem one by one and die

opentext -  cleaned by the washing of the water of the Word. exactly...nourished in the Word...the living waters

opentext -  @read revelation 22:1

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

opentext -  1 Tim 4:6

6. If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.

opentext -  notice...nourished up....

at-peace -  being fed properly with the Word.

opentext -  how many ever think of our spirit man as having to be fed, just as the body does?

NowFaithIs -  I didn't used to, but, when one realizes that the spirit and physical are parallel, it is easy to understand

mizpah - > it has to be if the spiritual is a reflection of the physical

opentext -  exactly.......and we begin to see the importance of how we start off each day

renewed  -  this is so exciting ... I kinda knew ... but never saw it in scripture before ..

NowFaithIs -  isn't it?!  

opentext -  if we start with our spirit man before we ever get out of bed, we will have a much better start and outlook to the day. how many of us can last the whole day without anything solid in our stomachs?

renewed  -  can but not for to many days in a row ....

NowFaithIs -  I would be very weak and possibly light headed if I did that.

at-peace -  not too long... if Father asked me to I know it would be possible.

opentext -  so....what happens when we neglect our spirit man, and do not give it solid food?

mizpah - > same thing...gets weak

NowFaithIs -  we become very weak and light minded!

renewed  -  it becomes weak! and would eventually die ...

at-peace -  it would be groaning, and weak

opentext -  exactly......and eventually it would die. by starting the day in the Word, we draw our strength form the vine, we are tapped into the life source

opentext -  @read john 15:5

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

