27 September 2005 Tuesday Bible study.
 
<greg> Heavenly Father we thank you for your life giving word which is able to build us up and give us access to your realm in the spirit, to continue to be seated in heavenly places, not allowing ourselves to be entangled with the affairs of this life, but being overcomers by the example set by your Son and our forerunner Jesus Christ our Lord, who showed us how to abide beyond the veil of the flesh.
 
<opentext> Rom 14:2-3, 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. KJV
 
<opentext> If a person is confident in their relationship with the Lord, they will not have anything to prove to anyone else. One of the things about having that type of active participation in and of the divine nature, is that one's focus is no longer on earthly things, nor focused within the earthly realm, but rather upon remaining seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. How often is it that one is able to observe the carnal Christian arguing and debating about the most absurd things?
<greg> it seems they are still trying to convince themselves, and think that by supposedly winning an argument will achieve this goal
<disciple> that's the main thrust behind their religion...debate the Word
<chosen> many like to debate to puff up their ego
<opentext> Have they forgot that we are supposed to be as sign posts, and be directing the people to Father through Jesus Christ?
<disciple> most have, or never learned that from the git go
<greg> many act like God is the signpost leading them to their congregations
<chosen> many have
<opentext> Now remember how Paul started off this section, by saying how we are to be able to feed or nourish those who are feeble in the faith; and if one lowers themselves to that playing field, how effective will their example be?
<disciple> they won't be effective at all
<greg> 2 Tim 2:23-25, 23But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strife’s. 24And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 25In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; (KJV)
<opentext> In the past, how often did we want the Lord to come down to where we were, rather then rising up to join Him where He is?
<greg> its not till one separates themselves from the world and its ties with them, that He will allow us to partake of His inheritance
<disciple> when we realize the glory of Father and His Son Jesus Christ, we will want to rise to be with Him
<opentext> i can recall a message the Lord had me do years ago, and it was titled "ministering or meddling". And there is that fine line between those two areas, and it is called the veil of the flesh. And the only way beyond that is by a clear understanding and comprehension of the mystery of the gospel. Note the counsel that Paul is giving to Timothy in the above verses. Don't argue or debate. Don't even enter the arena of doubtful disputations. It is by grace through faith that we were saved, not of works. So that is how one must continue their relationship with the Lord, by God's marvelous grace, by hearing the Message that has been delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, and bringing our life into compliance with this Message. It is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ; so then why is it that people have such a difficult time with it?
<chosen> because their heart is closed to God's voice, so they will have no vision, no revelation, without hearing His voice specifically to them
<greg> because many still are trying to bring God down to their level, and think that material things are blessings from God rather than coming to an understanding of all the spiritual blessings we have access to
<disciple> because they are not hearing that the understanding of the whole Word is hinged on knowing and understanding the mystery
<opentext> Without the revelation, the people will perish! Without Christ, the people are not able to get beyond the veil of the flesh.
<opentext> 1 Cor 6:12-13, 12 Everything is permissible (allowable and lawful) for me; but not all things are helpful (good for me to do, expedient and profitable when considered with other things). Everything is lawful for me, but I will not become the slave of anything or be brought under its power. 13 Food [is intended] for the stomach and the stomach for food, but God will finally end [the functions of] both and bring them to nothing. The body is not intended for sexual immorality, but [is intended] for the Lord, and the Lord [is intended] for the body [to save, sanctify, and raise it again]. AMP
<opentext> Foods, meats, vegetables, they are for the physical body, to fuel it, to sustain it. And since flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, one has to recognize, to realize that that is the purpose of foods. And as Paul tells Timothy, that nothing is to be refused if it is received with prayer and thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by prayer and thanksgiving, and sustains the body so we can do those things that Father asks of us.
<opentext> So when people argue and debate the Word, what does it tell you about them? Isn't that the same as the Lord described those that were straining at gnats and in the meanwhile swallowing camels?
<disciple> yes     <chosen> yes
<greg> 2 Tim 2:26, And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.  (KJV)
<greg> it tells me they think they are the saviour, once we have delivered a clear message of salvation, it is their choice to accept it and we are blameless
<opentext> Narrow and strait is the path that leads to Father's house, and few be there that find it. As greg points out, that many carnal Christians get the savior complex, and presume or assume that God is not able to get anything done without them. And yet the Bible is clear and precise to tells us, that without faith, without a clear and concise hearing, understanding and living the Message that Christ delivered to us, it is impossible for a person to please God.
<opentext> And one has to recall that Jesus Christ in being the forerunner, tells us that He only did those things which pleased the Father. Simple compliance to the Message. And because once one does see the mystery, they see the simplicity that Paul talks about. Yet, how easy is it to put into words this simplicity that is found in Christ?
<opentext> They have a device for communications that scrambles the signal of a radio called krypto. And in order for one to be able to receive the signal with the proper intelligence, one has to have the proper code, or the Message will just be a garbled mess.
<opentext> The mystery of the gospel, Christ, is the proper code for hearing and understanding Father's Message of love. This is the life we are to live, the example that we are to set, that will enables us to avoid doubtful disputations.
<greg> they need a spiritual antenna
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