27 September 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we come to you with thanksgiving for your love that never fails and for your Words of life that keep and sustain us... we pray that it will be your words that we listen to this day, that which is edifying and peaceable, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 9:17-18, 17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. KJV

 

<opentext> Now if one will recall when we were last in Romans, how leading up to this place, Paul was showing us how it is those that seek that spiritual relationship with Father, are those that are partakers in His promise.

<opentext> Yet, most people try to use the physical ties or lineages to try to find their way into God's grace. 

<opentext> Every person here on this earth has the ability to establish and maintain a right relationship with God. Remember, God wishes that none would perish.

<opentext> And as much as Pharaoh was able to see the power of God manifest before him, why did he allow his heart to stay so hardened?

<miz-charle> God uses the foolish things of this world to confound the wise

<miz-charle> he was wise in his own eyes…pride

 

<opentext> He was wise in his own eyes! He rejected the power and wisdom of God, and using his own wisdom, pharaoh went about to establish his own righteousness, in accordance with his own will by what power he thought he had.

<opentext> How often when one finds themselves in the midst of turmoil, is it because our own pride blinded us from seeing that which God had for us?

<miz-charle> m - in our own self confidence we run ahead of Father

<chosen> the veil of the flesh will always distort our view of spiritual things

 

<opentext> How often is it that we are like pharaoh, we hear the voice of God, we see the works of God plainly manifest before us, and yet still go off and do things our own way?

<miz-charle> whenever one had already per-determined in their mind what it is that they want to do

<chosen> when we allow our own thinking and understanding to lead us

 

<opentext> The Lord said that we should seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then all that we have need of will be added unto us. Doesn't it all really come down to, on whether one is trying to establish a kingdom here to show self worth and accomplishment; or making the choice to be a part of the Creator's kingdom?

 

<chosen> yes, where our treasure is based… our need of His salvation is the greatest need that we will ever have

<miz-charle> m/c - if we gain the whole world we lose our own soul.... if we honor ourselves, our honor is nothing

 

<opentext> Rom 9:19-20, 19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? KJV

 

<opentext> Within each and every person, God has placed the ability for them to believe Him. Yet, the devil is always there to try to persuade us to follow the same path that he did, that of rebellion and disobedience.

<opentext> It is hard to comprehend how the mere creation of God, can often times try to tell the Creator, how they thing that they know more then Him who formed them.

<opentext> Yet, isn't this exactly what man does in his ignorance, when he ignores the counsel of God?

<chosen> yes    <miz-charle> yes

 

<opentext> So think about that, and every time that we hear Father's counsel, yet ignore it, aren't we doing exactly that?

<chosen> yes    <miz-charle> yes

 

<opentext> If you are building a house, and you run into some problems or questions, are you going to seek counsel from a sewing machine repairman?

<chosen> no, it is only His truth that is able to set us free and keep us free

<miz-charle> no, one would seek the counsel of someone who has experience in building houses

 

<opentext> So then, when we have problems within our own life, why is it that we often seek counsel or advice from anyone other then the Creator? Or, we may seek God counsel, and not like what we hear, and seek another solution?

<miz-charle> at times one is not confident of what they are hearing is correct or they are not willing to be patient to hear the whole counsel or matter from God

 

<opentext> When we take the time to go over it in this way, it is easy to see how foolish we can be at times. We can see how foolish it is to ignore or dispute the counsel of God. It also shows us the importance, and the blessing we have to be able to come together and share the Word and wisdom of God.

<opentext> And it shows us what an encouragement and blessing that we can be to one another. Today, if "you" will hear His voice, and harden not "your" heart.
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