27 October 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this time, that we can come before you with praise and thanksgiving in our hearts and on our lips, so that we can receive of and from you through Christ Jesus, that which we have need of to sustain us this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:7-8, 7 None of us lives to himself [but to the Lord], and none of us dies to himself [but to the Lord, for] 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or we die, we belong to the Lord. AMP

 

<opentext> Now one must keep in mind that Paul was addressing the fact that the people had become a bit traditionalist or even ritualistic in the things that they were doing in regarding days or foods.

<opentext> It is easy for us to look at this, and wonder and marvel how people could be so easily duped into getting like this. Yet, the fact is that each of us has similar hang-ups in certain areas of our own lives. It is just that since they have not been openly addressed, one is seldom aware of these habits or routines that one has developed within their lives.

<opentext> Traditions = rituals = habits = routines

<opentext> How many habits or routines does one have within their own life or walk that they are unaware of, and yet they can be detrimental to their  relationship with God?

<at-peace> probably more than one realizes     <helpmate> yes

<opentext> I can think of an instance of a person that I know, that for quite a period of time, they thought the only time that they could hear God was if they were scrubbing a floor. Now, to those in the know, that will seem a bit ridiculous, yet, if a person is not made aware of their rights and authority in Christ, how detrimental could this be in one's relationship with God?

<helpmate> very...they may be always scrubbing floors or just not pay attention to all the other times that Father wants to talk to them....they tune Him out…they are dull of hearing to any other situation

<at-peace> very much so... one is to pray without ceasing being instant in season and out of season to all that Father desires to share with us... whenever and where ever being instructed by God through Christ

<opentext> So then consider this; if one goes to a Bible study, and they get used to, or accustomed to God speaking to them a certain way, through a certain person, and ignore anyone or anything else, how easy would it be for them to miss that which God has for them?

<helpmate> very easy

<at-peace> very easy, because one will only be attuned to that one way

<opentext> Now, if other people begin to follow that person's example, how long will it be before a habit or routine is developed by the people?

<helpmate> not too long

<at-peace> a little leaven will leaven the whole lump quickly if allowed to manifest

<opentext> And if followed long enough, by enough people, won't that become a tradition or ritual? And then won't it be taught or passed onto anyone else that decides to fellowship with them?

<helpmate> yes to both     <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So once this habit or routine is followed for a few years, how hard would it be to then uproot this habit or tradition?

<at-peace> it would be difficult and could only be done in and through Christ

<helpmate> for some it could be easy but for others, it has become a way of life for them for such a long time, it will we very difficult for them to get it weeded out

<opentext> And what kind of opposition to change do you think there would be from those who had accepted this as a way of fellowshipping with God?

<at-peace> flesh doesn't like change and will resist if not placed in subjection to the Spirit

<helpmate> very strong against because they will not believe they have been wrong for such a long period of time...they think they would have heard different if it was not the proper way for them to fellowship

<opentext> So think about some of these traditions or habits that have been around for hundreds of years, regardless of the truth presented, how hard is it for people to let go of those things which have become a way of life and living?

<helpmate> very hard     <at-peace> for many it seems difficult

<opentext> Now consider also this study that Father has had us have here for the last10 years or so, how easy is it to get into a routine, and if that routine is not followed to our way of thinking, can't this also be detrimental to one hearing and receiving from God?

<at-peace> yes     <helpmate> yes

<opentext> So one must be able to hear what Paul is addressing here in this chapter, and how these habits or traditions get into one's life. Yet, often times one is so intent on seeing the problems that others have had or are having, that they cannot see the same ills that have developed in their own life or walk.

<opentext> People become so tunneled in their vision, that they are not able to see or visualize anything outside of the routine that they have established.

<opentext> So how does one prevent this from happening in their own life or walk?

<at-peace> keeping our hearts and minds renewed and focused on things above so that we are able to keep the flesh in subjection being attuned to His voice and continue to seek an intimate relationship with our Father through Christ and not man

<helpmate> study to show yourself (php2:12) approved unto God, share what you hear with others... keep you focus on the prize

<at-peace> walking in the Spirit... walking by faith and not by sight

<at-peace> if one is health spiritually they will hear and share the goodness of God with others as the Spirit leads and guides

<opentext> So we can see then why Paul in today's verses talked about living or dying to and for the Lord. That is that the instruction that we hear from Him, one will incorporate into their lives; and for the correction that they hear they will allow into their life to uproot those things which are detrimental to their spiritual health.

<opentext> So let us be attentive to the Word and the voice of God, so that all of His promises are new and fresh to us each day, because we are living and abiding in now faith.

 


Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
 

