Bible Study Monday 27 May 2002

 

Since we all have a fleshly body, that we have to contend with, how often do you try to find your own solutions, rather than seeking God’s counsel?

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. KJV

As we saw from yesterday’s study, that we are to trust in the Lord with all of our heart. That means that one should be always seeking God’s solutions first, and not trying to rationalize or reason out whatever one may be facing today. Yet, how often is it that we try to figure things out first, mess things up pretty good ourselves, and then seek Father’s counsel?

 

Also note, that it says we are to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness.

 

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. KJV

 

The righteousness of God, is Christ. And we know from the gospel of John, that the Lord Himself instructed us, that anything that we ask the Father in His name, we would receive. Now of course, we have to keep that in the proper context as well, that we have to be asking according to His will, that which we have need of this day.

 

However, what we have need of, and what we want, are in two different arenas. Which is why we see in our opening verse for today, that we are to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. If one is seeking that which is essential for their spiritual well being first, will they be as apt to allow their fleshly wants to get in the way? Could this be why Paul told us that we should walk by faith, and not by sight?

 

Galatians 5:16-17 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. KJV

 

[Walk in the Spirit] Get back that Spirit of God which you have grieved and lost; take up that spiritual religion which you have abandoned. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[Ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.] If the Spirit of God dwell in and rule your heart, the whole carnal mind will be destroyed; and then, not only carnal ordinances will be abandoned, but also the works and propensities of the flesh. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Only in this way can believers rise above the limitations of the flesh and avoid fulfilling its desires. The promise is emphatic —ye shall not at all fulfill. Flesh and Spirit are opposites, locked in continual combat. If the Christian is walking by the power of the one, he cannot be in the control of the other. (From Wycliffe Commentary)
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