27 June 2005 Monday Bible study.

<greg> thank you Father for this day, for a plan of salvation delivered to us by your love and grace, not based on our works according to your mercy you have saved us and delivered us from this present evil world by the message delivered by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 12:20-21, 20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. KJV

<opentext> Now as we have been seeing as we have traveled through chapter 12 here in the letter to the Romans, we have been seeing how the character of Christ should be developing within the believer.

<opentext> If vengeance or revenge is in the heart, will one be willing to even think about feeding their enemy, let alone sharing their substance with them?

<greg> not at all, one is only thinking of their own interest, and willing to deliver a message of love despite the emotions

<at-peace> no    <greg> should be willing 

<opentext> Now something else that people often forget, that back in chapter 8, Paul told us quite clearly, that anyone that does not have the Spirit of Christ, is not one of His. So the vast majority of people are in fact the enemy of the cross of Christ, but, one has to remember that we too were once numbered among them. And how was it that we heard?

<greg> a merciful God looked at the heart, and not the outward, and saved us according to His grace and not our works

<at-peace> by His mercy and tender loving kindness that He continued to place those/things in my path that presented His love whether I acknowledge it or not, until I finally did

<opentext> So then we can see why it is imperative that one does not become forgetful of what manner of person we too were at one time, and how God's love continued to reach out to us through different people, places and things.

<opentext> It is no different then the freedoms that we have in life, that most do not have any appreciation of it, because they have allowed what it took to get and maintain that freedom and liberty, to slip from their heart and mind.

<opentext> And when one does not stay cognizant of that which it took to obtain freedom, then it is no longer of great value to them.

<opentext> The same is true in the liberty that we have in Christ, if one fails to keep fresh in the heart and mind that price that was paid for one to have this great and precious gift, will a person be as apt then to share this with anyone else?

<at-peace> would be difficult if one has allowed the thankfulness for the gift of Christ to become tarnished

<opentext> Also, if a person becomes so preoccupied in only feeding themselves, will they ever be able to hear when someone else is reaching out for a morsel?

<greg> its amazing how many are reaching out, the more one is in tune with Father, the more they are able to used by Him, in ways they may have thought were trivial

<at-peace> not clearly if at all.....one should be attentive and willing at all times to the leading of the Holy Spirit.....instant in season and out of season…it is not "all about me" .. it is about union with Him and sharing it with others

<opentext> So we can how imperative that one is attentive to Father's voice all of the time. Yet, if a person only listens to and for His voice at what they consider times of prayer or such, how much are they going to miss?

<greg> attentive is the key their, and many missed opportunities would be missed by a lack of it

<at-peace> one moment of His grace and mercy missed is to much

<opentext> Now faith is! Now is the proper and appropriate time to hear the Message of love being delivered to us, so that we are nourished and refreshed in Him, and thus able to do and accomplish that which Father may ask of us.

<opentext> We heard late Saturday morning to take a journey up to Glacier park. And in being obedient to Father, and doing that which He asked, we were able to minister to a couple from Texas, and share the truth of His Word. We saw a lot of neat stuff of Father's creation, but the highlight of that journey, was being there at the right place at the right time, to give the food that Father had prepared for that couple.

<opentext> Yet, when Father does allow us to go places and do things such as a journey to Glacier park, how easy is it to get distracted and to do what "we want", rather then being attentive to why He had us go to that certain place at a certain time?

<at-peace> can be easy if one forgets His will and purpose and seeks their own agenda

<greg> the more one matures in Christ, the more they are willing to seek those things which are above, 

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that His meat was to do the will of Him who sent Him. Even when He ministered to the woman at the well [John chapter4], we are able to see that He was tired and hungry. Yet, when the opportunity arose, He did that which Father asked of Him, and in being obedient was refreshed and invigorated; so much so that when the disciples returned with the food, they could not figure out why He was no longer hungry.

<opentext> So we can see why Paul spends this whole chapter sharing with us on how vital it is to allow the character of the divine nature of Christ to continue to develop and evolve within us. Thus why Paul tells us in the letter to the Colossians how vital it is for us to continue in the faith. To be grounded and settled in this Message that we have heard, and applied to our life and walk.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Jesus Christ told us that the words that He speaks to us [this Message once delivered] is Spirit and it is life. And if we are to be imitators of Him, then it is this same Message that we are to have within our heart, so that when Father asks us to share the reason of the hope within us, that we too will have words that are spirit and life for those who have sought it from us.

<opentext> Each and every moment of each and every day, one needs to be attentive to Father's guidance, so that we will be at the place in our walk that He wants us to be at, so that we may be a vessel that is fit for the Master's use.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> yes /o     <opentext> yes greg

<greg> Matt 25:40-43, 40And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. (KJV)

<opentext> All too often people only look at this in the physical context.

<greg> most people look at these verses, and see only outward connotations, and are unable to see those that are spiritually lacking

<opentext> exactly greg…Out of our belly are to be flowing rivers of living waters; not swamp water.

<greg> and like verse 42, how many have their senses exercised, to the point that they are able to operate in the meat of the word, let alone deliver it to others

<opentext> most are only on the milk of the Word, and thus are dependent upon others for their sustenance, because they are unable to feed or nurture themselves.
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