Bible Study Thursday 27 June 2002

How can one walk by faith, if their mind is not nurtured, built up and fed by His Word? 
Romans 10:17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth's New Testament)
Walking by faith! A statement easily made by many, but how many are really walking by faith in God and His Word?

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (for here I live by what I believe and not by what I see), (William's New Testament)
 

As we saw in yesterday’s study, that people are often controlled by their surroundings, rather than being in control themselves. One cannot walk by faith, if they are not renewed in, have confidence in, and completely trust God and His Word.

 

If one is going to walk in faith, then they have to have that trust and confidence in God, His Word, and His promises. Once one has acquired this gift of God, then they must begin the journey, and receive the instructions that will enable them to continue in it. They have to have in their mind, an objective of where they are going (from the instructions given), and the means (an understanding of God and His Word) by which they will get to their destination. A continuing process of growth and maturity.

 

Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; KJV

 

[If ye continue in the faith] This will be the case if you, who have already believed in Christ Jesus, continue in that faith, grounded in the knowledge and love of God, and settled-- made firm and perseveringly steadfast, in that state of salvation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

And again, one must note here, that it is up to you, the individual, to work out, walk in, your own relationship with God. No one else can do it for you. You and you alone are responsible for your relationship with God. It is just like any other relationship, that if one does not work at it, it will not grow, and therefore it will not continue.

 

[And be not moved away] Not permitting yourselves to be seduced by false teachers. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

You have to study for God's approval, you have to rightly divide the Word of truth, then one will never be ashamed when they stand before Him. This is the only way in which one can prevent being led astray by what others are saying or doing. You have to have confidence in the Creator, confidence in His Word, and this is only possible by one maintaining their relationship with Him, in full accordance and compliance with the terms and conditions which He has set forth.

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 for we are living a life of faith, and not one of sight. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

Are you living a life of faith? Without faith, it impossible to be pleasing to the Father. The example that Jesus Christ set for us, was that He always heard the counsel that Father gave, was in full compliance and obedience to it, and was thus pleasing to Father. This is the example and way that is laid before us to follow.

 

Jesus Christ was in total obedience to that which God asked of Him. He was tempted in every manner as we are, but yet sinned not. Jesus Christ was distracted at times by His surroundings, but always refocused, re-centered His attentions on Father and His Word. For whatever is not of faith, is sin.

 

Today, are you walking by faith, or by what your surroundings dictate to you?
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