27 January 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for blessing us with this time in fellowship in your Word, so that we can hear and learn from your truth and grow deeper in our understanding of you and all that you have made available to us, through your Son and our Saviour, Christ Jesus 

 

<opentext> Rom 11:18-20, 18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. 20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: KJV

 
Rom 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)
1 Cor 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. (KJV)
let him that stole, steal no more. Eph 4:28

<opentext> Rom 11:17-20, 17 Some of the tree's branches were pruned and you wild olive shoots were grafted in. Yet the fact that you are now fed by that rich and holy root 18 gives you no cause to crow over the pruned branches. Remember, you aren't feeding the root; the root is feeding you. 19   It's certainly possible to say, "Other branches were pruned so that I could be grafted in!" 20 Well and good. But they were pruned because they were deadwood, no longer connected by belief and commitment to the root. The only reason you're on the tree is because your graft "took" when you believed, and because you're connected to that belief-nurturing root. So don't get cocky and strut your branch. Be humbly mindful of the root that keeps you lithe and green.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 
Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)
Eph 1:13-14 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. (KJV)
1 Pet 5:6-7 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. (KJV)
James 4:10-12 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another? (KJV)
<opentext> How often is it that the lower nature wants to get into competition with the other branches?

<helpmate> any time we do not readily remember that we need to work out our own salvation

<disciple> the lower nature always wants to compete...always wanting to boast...up to us to realize we are nothing without Christ in us

<chosen> when not content with the place where we are at

Phil 2:7-8 But made himself of no reputation (our example), and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (KJV)
<opentext> Now, if one is so concerned with what the other branches are doing, how cognizant can they be of really pleasing the vine, and doing all that it can to please the vine?

<chosen> they can't be... they would be preoccupied

<helpmate> they can't be, their mind is not focused on the right things

<disciple> they can't be pleasing to the vine

<opentext> The other branches have no say over whether or not you are pruned or stay, so why be concerned with them, other then whatever task has been assigned to you by the vine?

<helpmate> at times we are to be of support for our brothers and sisters

<disciple> only takes away time from Father to be concerned what others are doing

<opentext> Those that are pruned, are pruned because they are not doing that which they were asked to do. If one is watching the wrong branches, then doesn't one put themselves in a precarious position?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes    <disciple> yes

<opentext> John 15:1-2, 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. KJV

 

<opentext> How often is it, that one also tries to tell the vine which branches they think should stay or go?

<helpmate> have learn to turn them over to Father, even though it is not always very easy to

<disciple> when thinking one should go, we should look at ourselves first...we are not the one who knows the thoughts and intents of the heart

1 Cor 12:13-27…. All members of one body set in order by God and we have no say as to what members are necessary and what members are not needed…all are important.

<opentext> What about those branches that do not want to be pruned? Aren't they so busy admiring themselves, that they are not able to produce that which the Father desires of them?

<chosen> yes....  pride comes before their fall (Prov 16:18)
<helpmate> yes, but we will all stand before Him…soon

<disciple> anytime one allows pride in of their accomplishments, they are denying Christ in themselves

Heb 3:12-15 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. (KJV)
<opentext> Even if a branch is very full and appears to be flourishing, yet is not producing any fruit for the vine, what do you think the end result will be?

<helpmate> it will also be pruned and sent to the fire

<disciple> death...will be cut off from the vine    <chosen> it will be cut off

<opentext> The only way that a branch is able to remain firmly attached to the vine, is by utilizing all that the vine provides for it, and does all that the vine asks of it. 

<opentext> As stated earlier, that one should be working out their own salvation [remaining attached to the vine].

<opentext> Now, when a branch is trimmed and pruned, does it always look attractive right away?

<chosen> no   <helpmate> not always    <disciple> nope

<chosen> usually some healing to be done   <helpmate> and re-growth

<opentext> Yes, it has been pruned back, to allow the nourishment that it has, to be used to spur new growth. Are we always joyful when we are pruned or trimmed a little?

<chosen> no   <disciple> not always   <helpmate> the spirit is joyful...but the flesh is not

 

<opentext> Rom 11:19-21, 19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. 20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. KJV

 

<opentext> The branches cut off, were cut off because of unbelief!

<opentext> One is able to only stand by faith (2Cor 1:24)! Without faith, it is impossible to please Him!  (Heb 11:6)
Heb 4:11-13 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. (KJV)
Walk by faith, hold fast the profession of faith so that we don’t end up like the fig tree that produced no fruit of life…it looked nice to the eyes but nothing of life giving substance was there.

<helpmate> Rom 12:3For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> God has given every man the right, the ability to be attached to the vine. Yet, this ability to be attached to the vine can only be activated and maintained by hearing, receiving and then obeying the Message [growing instructions] delivered to us by Christ.

Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. (KJV)
By the faith of Jesus Christ, through the operation of that same faith in my life…from faith to faith (Rom 1:17)
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