27 January 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the ability we have to come before you and your throne of grace by and through Christ Jesus to receive our daily bread that will nourish and sustain us this day.

<opentext> Rom 4: 4.  Now when a workman gets his pay, it is not considered from the point of view of a favor<c> but of an obligation; 5.  but the man who does no work, but simply puts his faith in Him who brings the ungodly into right standing with Himself, has his faith credited to him as right standing. (Williams NT)

 

<opentext> It is easy for a person to say the words that they believe God. Yet, how difficult is it really to believe Him in every instance?

<chosen> takes a complete sincere trust

<helpmate> in "every" , it takes true faith

<d-h> it takes time to learn to trust in the Lord with all our heart, as Fathers word says for us to do.

<disciple> according to the situation, it is sometimes difficult for the flesh to come into line with the Word

<at-peace> usually depends on the circumstances and the areas that a person's faith has been developed in

 

<opentext> Heb 11:6But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

 (KJV)

 

<opentext> A person gains trust in another, by the communications they establish with that other person. Our ability to trust, to believe God is determined and developed by our ability to hear and beginning to comprehend His Message of love for us.

<opentext> Yet, how often when talking with God, does one truly give Him our full, and undivided attention? Does one always remember that one's spiritual life and well being is what is at risk?

<chosen> not always

<disciple> we always should, but our actions sometimes says otherwise

<d-h> j: we are to trust in the Lord with all our heart and not lean to our own understanding

 

<opentext> Heb 11:8By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. (KJV)

 

 <opentext> When Father speaks to you, and asks something of you; do you wait for further explanation, or immediately set out to do that which He asks of you?

<disciple> have at times took off running without waiting for the rest of the instructions

<opentext> One sometime forgets, that Abraham was a pagan or heathen when he was called, and established his relationship with God. He too had to develop a relationship with God, and learn to trust and obey Him. Often times, doesn't one think that certain people have special favor with God, and have an advantage over them?

<d-h> j: used to think that

<helpmate> we know that Father is no respecter of persons

<at-peace> yes, if one is not paying attention to their own walk 

<disciple> am hearing Father more clearly on that...as helen said

<chosen> the world teaches that He has favorites

<opentext> He sent His Word to all of the world, so it is there for any and all that will respond, and place their trust and confidence in Him, His Word, and His promise. It is there for any and all that will believe.

 

<opentext> Heb 11:7By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. (KJV)

 

<opentext> For those who we see that believed God, we recognize they placed their trust in Him. In order to have and maintain our right standing with God, one has to have total trust in that which He asks of them.

<opentext> Especially when one thinks about Noah, and how long it was before the manifestation of the flood took place, and the ridicule that he must have put up with.

<opentext> When faced with adversity, and the sentiments of the world against you, do you still trust and act upon that which He asks of you?

<disciple> have sometimes plowed ahead regardless of adversity or wise counsel

<chosen> yes learning to remain steadfast

<d-h> j: yes. learning and growing daily to trust in Him in all things

<opentext> Now, if we will remember, in leading into this chapter, Paul told us of the law of faith. That is, the law or rule that governs the Word of God. No matter who we look at in the Bible, we see that they believed God, and acted upon that which He asked of them. They believed God and His Word, and His promises, regardless of that which the external circumstances attempted to dictate to them.

<opentext> Just as with Abraham, when establishing a relationship with God, was asked to forsake all that had placed him in opposition to God, and to walk away from it, and to start anew.

<opentext> We can read of Abraham doing that; yet, when it comes to application for us to do that within our own life, our own walk, how often does one hesitate?

<helpmate> many time it means leaving our physical family and most will not do that

<disciple> most don't want to give up their "things"

<d-h> j: we are to believe God and His Word no matter what the circumstances are around us

<chosen> laying aside every weight and sin that tries to surround us

 

<opentext> Rom 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. KJV

 

<opentext> One has to realize, that before their relationship with God, they were a sinner. That their life was in total opposition to God, and all that He stands for.

<opentext> So once one comes to God looking for forgiveness and restoration, one then has to recognize that their life and lifestyle has to change, in order to have and maintain right-standing with God.

<opentext> Each and every step one takes, it is always a matter of leaving an old way or habit of life behind, and learning to walk in the newness of life that has been afforded to us by the righteousness of God that has been made available to us.

<opentext> without faith, without trust and confidence in the Creator, it is impossible to please Him, to maintain a relationship with Him.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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